2596 Ezlibition Bill;

Legislutite Bassembly,
Tuesday, 25th October, 1898,

Papers presented—Question: Port Hedland
¥ Beacgna ~— Coolgardie Mining Exhibition
Bill: Message from the Governor, Recom-
mittal for Amendments—Municipal Institu-
tions Amendment Bill (borrowing, ebe.), se-
cond reading, in Committee, reported—Land
Bill, Legisiative Council’s Amendments —
Mining on Private Property Bill, Legisla-
tive Council’s Amendment—Loan Esti-
mates, in Committes, completed and re-
ported—Bankruptey Act Amendment Bill,
clerical error—Annual Estimates, Committee
of Ways and Means, reported—Appropria-
tion Bill, first reading—Marriage Act
Amendment Bill, second reading, in Com-
mittee, third reading—Adjournmert, Pro-
rogation arrangements.

Tae SPEAKER took the chair at £.30
o'clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the PreyiEr: Advertising in News-
papers, Return showing detailed -expendi-
ture, as ordered.

By the Director or PreLic WoRrks
(through the Premier): Architectural
Branch, Return showing payments &o
private architects,

QUESTION : PORT HEDLAND BEACONS,

Mr. KINGSMILL asked the Premier:
1, Whether any steps had been taken
towards the placing of beacons, where
required, at the entrance to Port Hed-
land. 2, When he expected thiz work
to be finished.

Tue PHEMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest), replied: 1, The temporary
beacons put up hy Commander Dawszon
have heen repaired, and are now in good
order. £430 has been provided on the
Loan Estimates for permanent beacons.
2, It will take about three months to
complete them.

COOLGARDIE MINING EXHIBITION
BILL.

MESSAGE | RECOMMITTAL.
In accordance with a message received

from the Governor, the Bill was recom- | 1893

mitted for certain amendments.

[ASSEMBLY]

Recommittal.

IN COMMITTEE.
Mg. HIGHAM said he desired to move

an amendment in clause 1.

THe CHAIRMAN : The Bill had been
recommitted for the amendments sug
gested in His Excellency’s message, and
no other amendment could be entertainec
at this stage.

Clause 2—Power to mortgage:

Tug PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J
Forrest) moved that clause 2 be amendec
to read as follows: —

The council may from time to time raise an
sum or sums of money, not exceeding in th
aggregate five thousand pounds, to provid
funds to be applied towards the cost of build
ings and other improvements to be made on th
said land, for the purposes aforesaid, and ma;
secure the repayment thereof, with interest, by
way of mortgage of the said land, and ma;
guarantee any such loan.  Provided that m
mortgagee shall be bound or required to se
to the application of such moneys or be affecter
bv the misapplication or non-applicatio
thereof ; and in case of the exercise by the mort
gagee of the power of sale, the purchaser shal
bold the said land freed from the purposes fo
which it shall have been granted as aforesaid
Provided also that no security given unde
the provisions of this Act shull imvolve th
mayor or councillors in personal liability.
The object was to give a better securit)
to ‘those who were advancing money
although, for his own part, the Bill ap
peared to be sufficient as it was, seeing
that the value of the land and building
was 80 much in excess of the amount au
thorised to be borrowed. At the sam
time, those who wanted to borrow wer
not always the best judges of the securit;
degired by those who wished to lend
therefore, with o view of facilitating th:
money being obtained on easy terms, anc
at the request of the municipal counci
of Coolgardie, he moved this motion. H
did not think there could be any objec
tion to the provisions as sent down i1
His Excellency’s message.

Mr. MORGANS: The changes pro
posed by the amending clauge reall
did not affect the question, as far as th
amount to be borrowed was concerned
and he hoped the Committee would pas
it.

Question put and passed.

New Clause—The provisions of Par
VIIL of the Municipal Institutions Aet
shall not anply to any mone

! raised under this Act:
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Tup PREMIER moved that the clause
be added to the Bill, to stand as clause 3.

Put and passed.

As a consequential amendment, clause
J was numbered clause 4.

Resolutions reported, report adopted,

and a message transmitted to the Legis-
lative Council requesting their concur-
repce in the amendments,

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2.
BORROWING POWER AND PRIVATE STREETW.
SECOND READING.

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest), in moving the gecond reading,
gaid : The object of the Bill is to em-
power new municipalities to borrow
money. A great difficulty is experienced
by new municipalities in providing the
wherewithal to carry on their duties; for
they come into existence with a flourish
of trumpets, and find themselves with-
out any funds at all. It takes some time
to strike a rate, and a rate cam, in or-
dinary course, be struck only at a cer-
tain period of the year; and as munici-
pal councils do not always come into ex-
istence at that time, the result is that
they have to apply to the Government
for money. The Government have done
their best to provide new mun-
cipalities with money so far as regards
the payment of the subsidy ; but a great
difficulty is experienced by municipali-
ties in every instance where they are
go-ahead places. I know well the diffi-
culty experienced by North Freman-
tle, where there was a large population ;
for when the municipality came into ex-
isLlance it hnd no money, nor was there any
Crown land on which to locate municipal
offices, there being no Government re-
serves ; and the result was that the council-
lors and others had te pledge their personal
credit, in order to finance the municipality
for a considerable time. Recently the
municipality of Claremont, also other
municipalities such as Leederville and
Subiaco, have come into existence under
similar conditions ; and as they find they
want funds for carrying on, the only way
they can obtain funds is to come to the
Government, or give a personal guarantee
to a bank. It seems to me that while
the provision in the Municipal Institutions
Act, that the power to borrow should be
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! Lin.ited to ten times the general rate re-
i ceived during the previous two years, is
" very good for the purposes of those muni-

cipalities that have been in existence for
' gome time, yet it does mot meet the case
of new municipalities, because they have
to wait two years before they can find out
what the general rate has been for the re-
quired period. Although the intention
of the Legislature might have been to pre-
vent new municipalities from borrowing
in the first two years, the statute does
not say so, but says the borrowing power
of & munijcipality shall be limited to ten
times the ofdinary annual rate for the
past two years. That might have been
very good in years gonme by, when muni-
cipalities never thought of borrewing till
perhaps they were 20 years old ; but that
does not do now, therefore we will not
be acting unwisely in allowing a munici-
pality, when it comes into existence, to
borrow at any time during the first two
years of its existence to the extent
of the estimated ordinary annual in-
gome of the municipality for the
first two years. For instance, say
a municipality was erected which had
a probable estimated income of £1,000 a
year; then as scon as it found that its
ordinary income would be likely to be
£2,000 for the first two years, it would
be authorised to borrow £2,000 under
this Bill, subject to the other conditions
of the Municipal Institutions Act. That
is, it would have to go through a certain
procedure and obtain the authority of the
ratepayers. That would tide it over the
first two years; and after the first twe
years the municipality would, with the
authority of the ratepayers, be able, under
the existing statute, to borrow ten times
the ordinary annual income for the two
preceding years. If the law says that a
municipal council, having been erected
for two years, can borrow ten times the
ordinary annual income, I do not think
we are asking toe much when we ask
that, during those two years, it shall be
ensbled to borrow to the extent of the
estimated income of the two years, [
can see no reason why we should not give
this power. The power to borrow is al-
ways limited by the willingness to lend ;
and, before & municipality can borrow, it
has to get someone io agree to lend the
money ; therefore we should be perfectly
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safe in entrusting this power to new muni-
cipalities.

Mz, SOLOMON (South Fremantle):
I agree with what has been said by the
Premier in regard to the difficulties which
municipalities have to contend with ; but
while this Bill is before the House, I
would like to draw attention to

one or two, material matters which
will affect the elections and also
the making-up of the rate-book.

Section 73, sub-section (b), of the present
Act refers to proxies ; and suppose a per-
son goes to cne of the other colonies, say,
for the races, then it happens that some
of those acting as returning officers have
taken the clause to mean that such per-
son would be disfranchised. Of course
we know perfectly well that those who
ars resident in other colonies would not
be entitled to vote here. The question
put is this: “Is the said person now, to
the best of your knowledge and belief,
resident within this colony, and more than
twenty miles from this place?’ Ithink
that whilst we are dealing with this Bill
it will be well, seeing that the elections
are coming on, to settle this question and
determine what is meant by “resident.”
Of course we can understand that 4 per-
son who has perhaps taken his family
away, and resides in another colony, is
not & resident here; but the question is
whether a person who might be merely
going away from the colony on a visit is
a resident. It is & matter on which I
ask the Government to assist me, when
in Committee. Another point is in rela-
tion to section 163, which says:—

The Council shall, as soon as practicable, and
within sixty days after the making up of any
rate-hook, cause notice to be served upon every
owner or occupier whose name is inserted in
such book, in the form or to the effect of the
form contained in the seventh schedule to this
Act. Two or more properties may be in-
cluded in one notice.

The municipality of South Fremantle has
increased to such a large extent that we
find it immpossible to send out the notices
within the 60 days; and, if the Govern-
ment will assist me, I would like the
period altered to 90 days. This will not
affect the ratepayers in any way, whereas
it will assist the council materially in
making out their rating notices. The
rate-book has to be made up not later
than the 30th December, and as there are

[ASSEMBLY.]

in Commitiee.

several days, taking the Christmas holi-
days and Sundays into account, on which
work could not be done, the time allowed
ig less than 60 days. That time is not
sufficient.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
W. Pennefather) : The hon. member’s sug-
gestions are undoubtedly worthy of much
consideration, and such amendments
ought to be made ; but having regard to
the closa of the session being so near, and
that this short Bill is one of emergency,
as otherwise it would not have been in-
troduced at this late period, I would ask
the hon. member not to press his amend-
ments now. The Government will, next
gession, introduce a Bill to amend the
Municipal Institutions Aect, when the
amendments suggested by the hon. mem-
ber, and many more, can be dealt with.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

1N CGOMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.

New Clause—Public street, minimum
width :

Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) moved that the following be added
as 8 new clause:—

Section 134 of the principal Aect is hereby
amended by adding the following words there-
to : —"Provided, nobwithstanding anything con-
tained in section 120 of the Municipal Institu-
tions Act of 1895, that the council, with the
consent of the (Governor, shall have power to
dedicate to the public use any private street
not less than thirty-three feet in width which
shall have been in unrestricted public use with
vehicular traffic for twelve months; and after
publication of notice thereof in the ‘Govern-
ment Gazette,' such dedication shall be deemed
to be valid and complete, and such street shall
thereupon become a public thoroughfare, and
shall be noticed and recorded in the Office of
Titles; and the council shall have full power
and authority over such street, and may ex-
pend money upon it in the same manner as on
any other public street.”

The Government were not particularly
concerned in regard to this clause, but
he knew it was an important matter in
several municipalities.  Private lands
adjoining 8 municipality had been sub-
divided and perhaps sold in sections for
building purposes, and in some instances
an existing street in the municipality was
continued in alignment through private
land o disposed of ; but as this continua-
tion ran through land which had not been
taken over by the municipality, and
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whioch remained practically private land,
thera was a difficulty as to getling it
macadamised. In North Fremantle, for
instance, John street was macadamised
33ft. wide, and it ran eastward as far as
the boundary of a freehold allotment
rranted in the early days of the colony.
That freehold block had since been cut
into sections, and the owner continued
the alignment of Jobn-street through his
land as far as the estuary. The council
could not get possession of the continua-
tion of John-street unless the new por-
tion was first macadamised by the owner
or those to whom he had sold allotments.
The owners did not want their street
macadamised at their own expense; but
it was desirable, in the interests of the
general publi¢, that this should be made
a public thoroughfare, and be macade-
mised for the convenience of traffic. In-
stances of this kind oceurred all over the
solony ; and unless there wns a convey-
ance of the private land to thelocal coun-
cil, there could be no improvement wrade
on private streets by the council for the
benefit of the public, and even if the
council took over such street, he doubted
whether they could spend money on it.

Tee ArroRNeY GeneraL: There would
have to be a proclamation.

Ter PREMIER: Such cases caused
serious inconvenience. To take such
land compulsorily ‘for the purpose of a
public atreet would be & hardship on the
owner, in some instances, while generally
the public convenience suffered. If an
owner wished to reserve a line of street,
he might put up posts as obstructions, se
that the street could be used only for pedes-
trian traffic, as was the case in some por-
tions of London.

Mr. ILLineworTH: Suppose the owner
wanted to keep a private street open for
gome people, and Tot for the general pub-
lig?

Tee PREMIER : There were cages of
that kind in London, where the streets
were closed for a time periodically to as
sert the right of private ownership.

MR. Oupnaw: That was a disadvant

age.

Tre PREMIER. : Yes, but it was an ex
pedient which might be used. The new
clause provided that, where a street had
been open 12 months, it might be taken
over by the council, with the approval of
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the Governor, these being necessary safe-
guards.

Mr. InuwaworTH : That would be done
without obtaining the fee simple.

Tee PREMIER: Yes; the new claus:
would give to a municipality the right of
uger, but the fee simple would remain as
before, unless it were veluntarily sur-
rendered by the private cwner. If the
owner left such a thoroughfare open for
public use during 12 months, the council
should have power to dedicate that
thoroughfare to public use and to spend
woney on it for making the street trafhic-
able. In most cases, municipalities had
improved such etreets with genersl con-
currence, and no one was aggrieved ; yet
it was desirable that a regular procedure
should be provided, as in the new clause.

Mr. HIGHAM supported the adoption
of the clause, and said that instead of
the minimum being 33ft., he desired to
alter it to 25ft., which would do no harm,
as the taking over of any such street
would be optiona! with the council. In
Perth and Fremantle, certain lanes had
been open for more than 12 months, and
were found o be a public convenience:
but many of thése lanes were not vested
in the local council, aithough te all in-
tents and purposes they were the pro-
perty of the municipality. It was essen-
tial to give the municipalities the option
of macadamising these lanes or streets to
g minimum width of 25ft. He moved,
as an amendment, thatthe words “thirty-
three” be struck out and “twenty-five”
inserted in lieu thereof.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH said he desired
to move a prior amendment. As this
was to be optional on the part of the
municipal bodies, there could be no rea-
gon for limiting the width of any street
or lane,

Tee PreEigr: If the width were made
very narrow, the Legislative Council would
probably not pass the Bill. Objections
of that kind had been raised previously.

Mgr. ILLINGWORTH: The Municipal
Institutions Act already defined where
& building could be erected for regidence,
and why should a municipal council be
restricted from taking over a street or
right-of-way of any width{ If the coun-
cil desired it and were willing to spend
money on it, that council should have
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the right to take over any such street or
lane.

Tee PrEmier: We must be reasonable
in fixing the width, or the Bill would not

pass.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH: There could be
no possible reason in the objection.

Trae Premigr: There wmight be the
objection, nevertheless.

Mer. ILLINGWORTH: If the council
wished to take over such rights-of-way,
why should they not do sof

Tue Premier : That ergument was ren-
sonable, but not practical.

Mzn. ILLINGWORTH : There ~ouid le
no objection to the proposal. It wasuct
a question of allowing people to erect
buildinge facing such rights-of-wav. If
a council chose to take over a «ighi-f-
way only 3ft. wide, there was no reason
why they shauld not be aliowed t du
L

Mr. A. FORREST: This amen:nenc
should not be pressed.  Municipalities
did not want to encourage 9ft. o 107t
rights-of-way.  Moreover, the amend-
ment was not necessary at the preseni
time, as the Bill was only a small amend-
ing measure which if was necessary to
pass Lhig session, and it would be en-
dangered in another place by such an
aniendment.  The previous amendment
suggested by the member for Fre-
mantle (Mr. Higham) would meet
the case, and would do away with the
hardships at present suffered by many
ratepayers in Perth, who, owing to living
in streets of less than the requisite width,
could not share in the council’s expendi-
ture on streets, -though they were as
heavily rated as other ratepayers. Rates
could not he legally spent on such streets
at the present time. Let this amend-
ment (Mr. Higham’s) be passed, and an
amending Bill exhaustively dealing with
this and other questions would be drawn
up at the Municipal Conference which
would meet next year at Bunbury, and
afterwards the Bill would be submitted
for the approval of Parliament.

Hox. H. W. VENN: What logical ob-
jection could there he to the member for
Central Murchison’s ameundment, which
was only permissive!  There were seve
ral rights-of-way in Perth, notably in the
vicinity of St. George's Terrace, which it
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Width of Streels.

was dezirable the council ghould take gver.
In some cages, the private owner, not
having the right to close the right-of-way,
neglected its upkeep, and it became im-
passable.  Occupants of houses abut-
ting on such lanes had a legitimate griev-
unce, and the amendment of the hon,
member would permit the council to take
over’ such thoroughfares, if so desired.

Mr. HIGHAM: While admitting the
logic of the contention that all rights-
of-way of real benefit to the public should
be taken over and improved by the muni-
cipality, still the hon. member (Mr. Illing-
worth) should withdraw his amendment
till an amending Bill could be brought in
next year; and in this way the passing
af the present Bill would not be im-
perilled.  His (Mr. Higham’s) amend-
ment would considerably benefit not only
Perth, but other municipalities, including
North Fremantle. Next year he would
do his best to get the Act amended in the
direction indicated by the hon member
{(Mr. Illingworth); but his own amend-
ment would considerably relieve munici-
palities which wished to macadamize or
otherwise improve lanes and small tho-
roughfares which bad become, by user,
practically the property of the public.

Mz, WILSON supported the amend-
ment of the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Higham). In Fremantle there were cer-
tain roads only 25ft. wide which, in the
interests of the inhabitants, should be
taken over by the council. While agree-
ing also that most rights-of-+way now in
existence might, with direct benefit to the
public, be taken over by municipalities,
it would be dangerous to give councils
such wide powers in this Bill, for an op-
portunity would then be afforded to owa-
ers of private property to cut up their
estates by narrow rights-of-way, which
would be detrimental to the neighbour-
hood generally, and then pressure woued
be brought to bear on the municipality
te take over such thoroughfares.

MR. Inixgworra: The Act prevented
that.

Mn. WILSON : Unfortunately the prac-
tice had existed. Next session, a fur-
ther amendment could be made for ep-
abling municipalities to take over existing
rights-of-way—say, those thorouchfares
which had been in existence for 10 or 20
years—and limiting rights-of-way con-
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structed in the future to a certain mini-
mum width,

Mgr. OLDHAM: This was a burning
question in Perthy where the council wera
collecting rates from people without
power to pive such ratepayers anything
in return therefor. This state of affairs
was outrageous. He supported the
amendment of the member for Fremantle
{Mr. Higham), and the remarks of the
member for the Canning (Mr. Wilson).
The uther amendment for taking over all
rights-of-way might induce property-
vwners to cut up their estates in a man-
ner which would throw upon local coun-
cils the burden of effecting improvements
on thewn.

Mz. InurxowortH: That would be im-
possible.

Mgr. OLDHAM: Nor was it desirable
that the streets in a new municipality
sbould be of less than a reasonable width.

Mr. IruseworrH: The Act prevented
any such resulé.

Mg. OLDHAM : Experience proved that
the Act did not prevent these abuses
Ii the Act prevented them, how was it
that so mady estates had been cut up in
this way during the past few years?

Mr. IuuxawortH: Not since the Ack
was passed.

Me. OLDHAM: Yes, since the Act
was passed. He hoped the Committee
would not in any way jeopardise this
amendment in the interests of people
who could not help themselves, and that
a Bill would be brought in nexi session
which would prevent owners from cut-
ting up land in a manner not conducive
to the well-being of the community.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH : This was a pro-
podnl to enable local vouncils to take
over existing streets. The principal
Act forbade any man to cut up land with-
out complying with the necessary restric-
tions—20ft. for a right-of-way, and 30ft.
for a street.  He had too much interest
ir obtaining a removal of this disability
to imperil this Bdl in any way. This had
been quite a burning question. He knew
of streets in this city 33it. wide, and the
council were collecting rates.  There
were some streets from 50 up to 100
links, and the council had no power to
expend money upon them. If it was
thought that the propasal would imperil
the Bill, he was quite willing to pive way,
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and support the amendment of the mem
ber for Fremantle.

Amendment (Mr. Higham’s) put and
passed, and the clause as amended agreed
to. ‘

Title :

Mr. SOLOMON: The elections would
be coming on shortly, and he asked the
Attorney General to give an interpreta-
tion of sub-section b, section 73, of the
Municipal Institutions Act?

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mem-
bers would know that no expression of
opinion which fell from him would be
bioding on the minds of the court which
had to interpret that section of the Act;
but he knew what the hon. member was
driving at. He (the Attorney General)
took it that one view held was that where
. person gave a proxy for a limited time,
and went away for a trip, say to one of
the other colonies, inasmuch as he was
out of the colony he could not be resi-
dent in it.  That, however, was a very
narrow interpretation, and in his opinion
the courts would not consider it in that
narrow sense, but would say that so long
as that man had an intention of return-
ing, and was only away for a brief period,
he wae still n resident, though technically
absent. :

Title put and passed.

Bill reported with an amendment, and
the report adopted.

LAND BILL.
LEGISLATIVE OOUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Schedule of 46 amendments, made by
the Council, considered.

IN COMMITIER.

Ne. 1, clause 3, paragraph 6, line 3,
strike out “stock” and insert in lieu
thereof “and amall stock, including sheep,
but not including pigs or goats” :

Tne PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) : Clauge 3 of the Bill stipulated that
‘fence” meant any substantis! fence, not
being a brush fence, proved to the satis-
faction of the Minister to be sufficient to
resist the trespass of great atock. By
this amendment it was proposed that the
fenee should be sufficient, not only to
resist the trespass of great stock, but
small stock, including sheep, but not in-
cluding pigs or geats. It was a very
important matter. He was not prepared
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to agk members to object to the amend- !
ment, but he would like them to consider
it. At one time such an amendment |
would have been altogether unaccept- |
able; but now it was Dot s0 bad, because !
for tha most part people erected wire
fencing, and had gone to much additional
expense to put up one more wire, or to
make the fence lower for resisting large
stock and also sheep. He supposed all
members agreed that the better the sort of
fence that was put up, the more secure
the property would be made. Under
existing arrangements he did not think
the expense would be much greater, see-
ing that the price of wire was low, and it
was almost as cheap to put up a fence to
keep out sheep as cattle. As he had
snid, he was not inclined to oppose the
amendment,

Question put and passed,
Council's amendmeng, agreed to.
Nos. 2 to 25, inclusive—agreed to,

No 26—Clause 96, - strike out “ten
shillings” and insert “seven shillings and
sixpence” :

Tae PREMIER moved that this amend-
ment he not agreed to. The intention
of it was to reduce the rent in the North-
West division of the colony from 10s.
per 1,000 acres to 7s. 6d.; and by the
next amendment it wag proposed to do
the same in the Kimberley Division. His
cpinion was that neither of these pro-
posals should be agreed to. It seemed
tc him that those who had moved
in the matter in the Council did
not understand the question clearly,
in so amending the Bill as to reduce the
rents in the North-West division and the
Kimberley Division, leaving the Gascoyne
{now called the Western Division) unal-
tered. In meking this alteration the
Council evidently overlooked the fact that
the Kimberley Division had a stocking
clause, which did not apply to any other
part of the colony; and as most of the
pastoral stations there were now stocked,
the effect of that clause was to reduce
their rents to Gs. & thousand acres. Prob-
ably the mover of the amendment inthe
Council did not know there was a stock-
ing clause in operation, and other mem-
bers seemed to have overlooked it, and

and the
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they evidently regarded the question as
one of reducing the rent from 10s. to 7s. |
6d. He did not think the Kimberley dis- |

Council's Amendmenta.

trict was superior to the North-West Divi.
sion ; and for that reason, together with
the fact that Kimberley had a stocking
clause, the amendment should not he
agreed to. A further reatom was tha:
the North-West Division was one of the
oldest pastoral districts in the colony,
containing a large quantity of splendid
pastoral country with rich soil, and in
good seasons certainly that district was
superior to any other part of the colomy.
Most of the runs were fenced and im-
proved, and had been held for a quarter
of 8 century. Of course he could not
forget that the district was subject to
bad seasons ; but, ob the other hand, the
lesgees there were going to have an ex-
tended tenure of 30 years and to have
protection for all their improvements;
therefore he did not think any exception
should be made in their favour as com-
pared with any other part of the colony
It should be remembered also that the
lessees in the more settled parts of the
colony had to pay £] per thousand acres,
and they had no security of tenure, while
there was also the right of free selection
over their leascholds ; therefore lie really
thought the settlers in the North-West
Divigion could not argue that an excep-
tion should be made in their favour as
compared with the Gascoyne district, or
what was now called the Western Divi-
sion.

Motion—that the Council’s amendment
be not agreed to—put and passed.

No. 27—Clause 98, strike out “ten
ghillings” and insert “seven shillings and
sixpence” ;

Tae PREMIER moved that the amend-
ment be not agreed to, for the same rea-
sons as he had already stated.

Motion put and passed, and the Coun-
cil's amendment not agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 28 to 46—agreed to.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

Reasons for objeuting to the Council’s
amendments No. 26 and 27 were drawn
up by a Committee consisting of the
Hon. H. B. Lefroy, Mr. Morgans, and Sir
J. Forrest, and adopted as follow : —

The renf is not excessive, seeing that the
term of the lease has been exiended for 30
vears, and that many of the leases affected
have been much improved, 2, Should the re-

duction be made in the North- West and Kim-

berley divisions, it would require extending
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to the Western and other divisions, which is
not desirable. 3, The reduction proposed
would adversely affect the revenne.

Message accordingly transmitted to the
Legislative Council.

MINING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY BiLL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL's AMENDMENT,

The Legislative Council having re-
turned the Bill with one amendment, the
eame was now considered.

IN COMMITIEE.

Clause 22, line 3, strike out “or adjoin-
ing or abutting on":

Tee MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. H.
B. Lefroy) moved that the Council’s
amendment be not agreed to. Possibly
the Council did not fuily understand why
these words were placed in the clause.
No doubt it was difficult te comprehend
the clause, without going thoroughly into
the provisions of the whole Bill from be-
ginning to end. The clause provided
that & person who had taken up a lease
within a municipality, giving him a right
to mine below the surface, might take,
for mining purposes, the whole of any
private land belonging to one owner with-
in the boundaries of, or adjoining or
abutting on, such claim or lease.  The
clause had reference only to mining below
the surface. A man might take up =
iease in & municipality with the right to
mine to & depth of 200ft. below the sur-
face, but he could not get there unless
he had a right {0 commence operations
on the surface of the ground. ‘Lhis
clause enabled him, with the consent of
the owner and on paying compensation.
to take the land adjoining or abutting
on the lease, if he could not agree with
the owner of the land that he had actu-
ally leased. It might happen that the
land the miner had leased would be
covered with buildings, while the land
adjoining it might be unovcupied.

Mr JnunawortH: The lease might be
in respect of land lying entirely beneath
a street.

Tee MINISTER OF MINES: DPre
cisely : and the clause would enable the
miner to take up a piece of land adjoin
ing the street i order to get to hislease
lying below the street’s surface.

Motion put and passed, and Council’s
amendment disagreed to.

[25 OcronEr, 1898.]
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‘Resolution reported, and the report
adopted. ‘

Reasons for objecting to the Council’s
amendment were drawn up by a commit-
tee consisting of the Hon. R. W, Penne-
father, Mr. Illingworth, and the Hon. H.
B. Lefroy, and adopted as follow : —

The words are necessary to enable the owner
of a lease to obtain land adjoining his pro-
perty to sink a shaft, and erect buildings on
1t, when the owner of the land demised is
willing to allow mining under his land, but
not on the surface, as the property may have
veluable buildings thereon.

Message accordingly transmitted tothe
Legislative Council.

MOITTION: LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On the motion of MR. MonGER, leave of
absence for one fortnight was granted to
the member for the Murray (Mr. George),
opb the ground of sickness,

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1898-9.

On the motion of the PrEmiBr and
TrEAsURER, the House resolved into Com-
mittee to consider the Estimates of ex-
penditure from loan funds for the finan-
cinl year ending June 30th, 1899.

IN COMMITTEE.

Vote, Departmental, £67,814 14s. 3d.:

Tue PREMIER and TREASURER
(Right Hon. Sir J. Forrest), in moving
the firgg item, said:—In mowving that
the Committee do now consider the Esti-
mates of expenditure from loan funds for
the 12 months ending 30th June, 1899,
I do not propose to say much, for I think
it unnecessary to do so. The Loan Es-
timates are submitted to Parliament with
two objects—perhaps with more than
two.  One object ia that the House may
have an abgolute control over the salaries
of persons employed by the Government
and paid from loan funds; and the next
is that the House may have an absolute
control over the works that have to be
carried out from loan during the current
year. Of course, hon, members are aware
that the Loan Estimates do not initiate
any new works, the works comprised in
these Estimates baving all been approved
by this House under Loan Acts; so that
no question of policy comes in, when dis-
cussing the Loan Estimates. The only
question of policy, if it can be called a
policy, is whether the country shall
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spend loan moneys which are legally
available, or whether it shall not do so.
When I said no policy comes in, [ meant
to say that no question of new works
to be undertaken arises in the discussion
of the Loan Estimates. All questions
connected with policy have been settled
beforeshand. I may say the desire of the
Government, at the present time, is
not to spend more lvoan money
than is absolutely necessary. We
do not want to specd any more loan
money during the current year than we
are compelled to do, and with that object
I have done my best to reduce the Esti-
mates ; but with all my desire to reduce
them, I have not been able to make them
lower than the total of nearly £1,400,000,
The works are so much in hand that it
is impossible to reduce further. Mem.
bers will at once see how it is proposed
io spend this money. Passing over the
departmental, that is the employment of
officers, we find it is proposed that rail-
ways and tramways shall  absorb
£539,145; of which £180,979 is for
rolling-stock. Of course a good deal of
the money is already expended, in works
going on ; but it has all to be legally pro-
vided for during the current year. Then
there are harbour and river improvements,
the estimated cost being £259,669, of
which £100,000 iz for the harbour works
at Fremantle, £30,000 for the Bunbury
breakwater, £15,500 for the Carnarvon
jetty, £13,500 for the Port -Hedland
jetty and approach road, £5,500 for the
Wyndham jetty, £7,000 for the Bunbury
jetty, £5,000 for the Ashburton jetty, and
£63,000 for dredges and barges. These
dredges and barges are for the Fremantle
harbour works, and are just about being
completed. They will soon be on their
way to the colony. On water supply
and sewerage for towns it is proposed to
expend £29,000, £12,000 being for
gewerage for Perth and Fremantle. It
is proposed to spend £250,000 on the
Coolgardie water supply scheme. I
think that is the lowest amount we could
estimate to apend this year, and in fact
in my opinion the expenditure is rather
under-estimated than over-estimated. On

(ASSEMBLY.]

the development of goldfields and mineral

resources it is proposed to
£119,246, made up as shown on page 16
of the Estimates,

On roads and bridges

spend -

Assistant Engineer-in-Chief.

we propose to spend .£8,000, and for the
development of agriculture (administered
by the Lands Department} £5,000. In
regard to immigration, on which we du
not propose to spend much, the estimate
is £2,000. Then there is £100,000 for
charges and expenres of raising loans,
which really means the discount onloans.
From pages 20 to 29, inclusive, there ar.
returns showing the probable state o!
the loan undertakings on the 30th June,
1899, and the anticipated progress of the
works during the year, the progress made
during the past year also being indicated,
and the arrangement is, I think, avery
valuable one. I beg to move the adop-
tion of the firet item.

[Debate ensued on the Loan Estimates
generally.]

Mp. DOHERTY, referring to items
“Assistant Engineer-in-Chief, £800,” and
“Cement tester, £300,” asked the Dire:-
tor of Public Works to give some infor-
mation.

Tue Dmecror oF Pusuic Worgs
It was desirable the hon. member should
say what information he wanted.

Mr. DOHERTY : In regard to the Ag-
sistant Engineer-in-Chief, what was the
reason for his resignation? What was
his position with regard to the depart-
ment generally?

Tge DIRECTOR OF PUBLI"
WORKS: During the past few days this
officer had tendered his resignation, and
the Government had now no intention of
filling up the post again.  Of course the
object was, as far as possible, to recon-
struet the whole départment of the Engi-
neer-in-Chief. Though the Assistant Eo-
gineer-in-Chief had thought fit during the
past few days to tender his resignation,
the salary was provided upon the Esti-
mates for the whole of the year: but it
was not intended to expend the total
amount.

At 6.24 p.m. the CrarMav left the
chair.

At 7.30 the CraRMaxN resumed the

chair.

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (resuming): Replying further
to the question of the member for North
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Fremantle (Mr. Doherty), the Assistant
Engineer-in-Chief, in resigning, had de-
cided to take this step only within the
last few days, and no doubt he had his
own reasons for doing so. His salary had
been provided in the Estimates for the
year; but a question of granting three
menths’ leave was now under considera-
tion, and, if the request were acceded to,
& portion of the salary would thus be ab-
gorbed.  This officer had been in the
gervice for some time, and performed hig
duties satisfactorily in connection with
the harbour works at Fremantle as resi-
dent engineer. During the time when the
traffic difficulty became so serious at
Fremantle, a special effort was made to
provide increased accommedation in the
river,and at that period Mr. McDonald
being then in charge of the work, made
strenuous efforts to overcome the diffi
culty, and it was greatly owing to his
energy that the difficulty was overcome
in so satisfactory a manner. The Govern-
ment did not intend te fill the position
again, and the office would be abolished
eptirely as part of the reorganisation of
the Engineer-in-Chief’s Department ; con-
sequently a saving on this and some other
items weuld be effected. though he would
not ask the Committee to interfere with
the items as printed, but leave the de-
partment to effect such economy as was
precticable, upon his assurance that no
amount would be expended unnecessarily.
As the larger works were being finished.
and the only large work in hand would
then be the Coolgardie goldfields water
scheme, it was not considered mnecessary
to continue the office of Assistant Engi-
neer-in-Chief,

Me. DOHERTY : The remarks of the
Minister came with a good grace in con-
nection with this officer, and it was graii-
tying to hesr that he had performed geod
service for the colony. Referring tothe
item of £300 for cement tests, he under-
gtood the officer who had been doing this
work was not mow in the service. Was
it intended to continue this position? The
testing of cement, especially in view of
the large amount which would be re-
quired for the Coolgardie water scheme,
was very desirable.

Tere DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The officer previously filling
the position as tester of cement had re-
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signed, and another was appointed in
his place, as the testing of cement would
be necessary in carrying out the Cool-
gardie water scheme, where a large quan-
tity of cement would be used.

Item, Stores manager, £250:

Mr. HOLMES: Salaries for n stores
manager and & staff had already been

. passed in the general Estimates.

Tue Dimecror oF Pusuc WoRks :
Those items in the general Estimates had
reference to the Railway Department
only.

Mgr, HOLMES: On these Loan Esti-
mates there wag a proposed increase in
the expenditure of £885. Was it neces-
sary to have these stores officers in addi-
tion to those in the Railway Department,
and was it necessary to increase the
staff?

Tug DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The Stores Department pro-
vided for in these Estimates was connect-
ed with Public Works, and was distinct
from Railway stores. The hon. member
would notice, in the report, that some of
‘the officers thad been dispensed with;
also, since the Estimates had been
framed, others were dispensed with. The
duties of this branch included not only
the care and distribution of stores, but
looking after the property of the depart-
ment, which was very considerable, ali
over the colony. Some record must be
kept of such property, so as to keep in
touch. with officers entrusted with Gov-
ernment stores. In the report of the
department, it would be found that he
(the Director) was in favour of remodel-
ling the stores branch altogether: and
ultimately, when this had been arranged.
it might be ‘possible to dispense with the
Public Works stores branch, or rather
to amalgamate it with the general stores
of the colony: but, until that could be
done, this branch must be retained. Hon.
members would he glad to hear that a
rule had been made to the effect that no
department could purchase stores except
through this branch. Previously the
various departments, after having obtain-
ed authority to do o, bought their stores
from private merchants, if they could not
get them from the departmental contrac-
tor. The practice was now a fthing of
the past, and every requisition had to
pass through this branch. The innova-



2606 Loan Eestimates :

tion had resulted in a considerable gav-
ing, which probably amounted to more
than the salaries of the stores branch
officers; and the work was being done
much more systematically than under the
old system.

Mr. DOHERTY: It was pleasant to
hear that some alteration bad been made

in the system of buying stores for the |

Governwent departments. It was cur-
rently reported and believed that a good
deal of money had been wasted in this
direction ; in fact, it was publicly stated
that officers who bought goods for their
departments frequently received com-
migsions from the sellers. Thess things
were not pleasant to hear, nor were they
pleasaat to repeat in this Housge ; 3 hever-
theless the rumour was current in Perth
and Fremantle. Another statement cur-
rent was thiat the piles used in the con-
struction of the new wharf at Fremantle
had been bought at 2s. 6d. per foot;
whereas they could have been procured
from any firm in the trade for 1s. 3d.
The purchase of Government stores
ghould be absolutely in the hands of one
department, in charge of one man, whose
remuneration should be sufficient to keep
him honest, or honest enough to decline
commissiong from firms with which the
department dealf.

TrE PreEwmr: Nothing would keep an
unprincipled man honest.

Mr. DOHERTY: Unfortunately that
was true; nevertheless, if the buyizg
department were strictly orgamised, ir-
regularities could be immediately de-
tected; but when purchases were made
by many individual officers throughout
the colony, the Government must fre-
quently pay more than was mecessary.

Tee DIRECTOR OF WORKS: With
regard to the piles of which the hon.
member spoke, there was undoubtedly a
great difference between the price paid
for them and the price at which the con-
tractors should have delivered them ; but,
when those piles were required, the con-
tractors were unable to deliver them, for
they were the general contractors to the
Government for the supply of timber in
the different parts of the colony, and
could not fill this particular order, owing
to the preat demand existing at the
time. Hence the department had to go
outside the contractors and purchase the

[ASSEMBLY.)

Cast of Piles.

piles elsewhere. The arrangement was
made for the purpose of expediting the
work, and none regretted more than he
that a higher price had to be paid. The
difference in price was not so areat as 50
per cent. There was, in respect of the
very long piles, a difference probably of
30 per cent. in price; but with regard to
the shorter ones, there was no such great
difference between the comtract price and
the actual figure paid. He assured the
hon. member that this occurrence could
hardly be repeated, because the depart-
mental arrangements had been much im-
proved, and the supply of timber had
greatly increased.  With regard to the
hon. member’s suggestion as to the pur-
chasing of Government stores, the pre-
sent arrangements would prevent the pur-
chasing by officers outside the stores
branch. The officer in charge of that
branch was carrying out his work econo-
mically and systematically, and in a
style which gave much satisfaction.

Mr. WILSON: All would admit there
were times, in the course of construction
of public works, when the matter of price
was not so much the question for con-
sideration as speed imn delivery. No
doubt the department was in that posi-
tion when the timber for piles wae pur-
chased. But how was it that not only
those piles, but nearly all the timber for
the department, was purchased from one
firm? It appeared that, for about 12
months, the whole of the timber was pur-
chaged at a very excessive price.

Tae Prexipr;: Other firms, it was said,
could not supply it.

Mn. WILSON: Appearently no other
firm got a chance.

Tee Prexmier: Oh, no.

‘Mr. WILSON: Undoubtedly, all the
mills in the colony were very busy.

Tee Prexrer : And no doubt they made
a good deal out of the Government.

Mr. WILSON: But no other timber
merchants in the colony had the chance
of supplying timber to the Government ;
and the excessive price paidfor piles was
a mere bagatelle compared with the price.
paid for timber generally.

Tag Presaer : To Messrs. Millar Bros.?

Mn WILSON: Yes. The Government
stores required careful supervision, which
they had not received in the past. He
would like to know definitely when the
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Director of Works proposed to take stock.
In reply to certain questions asked in
the House, it was stated that stock had
not been taken since 1890.

Tae DIRECTOR OF WORKES: Atthe
time that question was answered, the stock
sheets had not been prepared; but the
reeent removal of the stores at Fremantle
to the new premises had enabled the de-
partment to take stock correctly.

Mr. WILSON: Since the 13th Septem
ber?

Tee DIRECTOR OF WORES: No;
the stock-taking was then in progress.

Mzr. WILSON: Had stock been taken
since the 13th September?

Tre DIRECTOR OF WORKS: No;
stock-taking was going on now.

Mg. WILSON: It was most serious
that there had been no stock-taking of
half a million pounds’ worth of stores
since 1890.

Tae Presigr: The department was
moving into new prewises, and was tak-
ing stock of all goods as brought in.

Mg. WILSON : There was supposed to
be half a million pound® worth of stores
in stock.

TrE Direcror oF WORKS:
worth.

How. H W. Vexn: The Audit Depart-
ment satisfied itself on the question of
stock in hand.

Mzr. WILSON : No; the Audit Depart-
ment did not do so. The Auditor Gene-
ral ought to have insisted on stock being
taken, but he had not done so. That
was in evidence. There was in the Finan-
¢ial Statement an alleped asset of
£518,000 represented by stock, and the
possibilities were that the actual value
of that item was £350,000.

Toe Dirgcror oF Works: No; the
actual value was much more than that.

Mr. WILSON: Nothing had been
written off for depreciation for eight years.
The asset was kept up at the invoice
value. As an instance, there was cer-
tain machinery bought for use in connec-
tion with a bridge at Fremantle. 'The
work was not carried out, the machinery
was put into stock, and lay there for
several years. Had not that machinery
depreciated |

Tur PreEsigr: There was some charge
made by the stores for contingencies, he
bel'ua\rec;l).r

£400,000
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Mr., WILSON: No; the Premier's re-
ply to the question to which he referred
wag that nothing had been written off
for depreciation.

Tee PremieR: But the storekeeper had
gome rule to the effect that he did not
charge the exact price of the goods,

Mr. WILSON: But that had nothing
to do with the value of the stores as set
down in the Financial Statenient. That
value was mnot affected by any charge
made by the stores manager when handling
the stock.

Tee Premter: If he sold, he wanted
20 per cent.

Mr. WILSON: It was the poor, long-
suffering public again, If they wanted
to buy at £5, the person who sold wanted
them to pay £6. We had this enormous
quaatity of stock put down at full invaice
value, and he would guarantee that if
stock were taken by an independent per-
son, it would be found there was 25 per
cent. depreciation; and instead of there
being £518,000 worth of stock, there
would nov be actual value for £400,000.

Tee PreEmier: The stuff was being
shifted, and we would have a. good report.

Mr. WILSON: It was a matter for re-
gret that the House would be prorogued
before that report could be produced.

Tae DIRECTOR OF WORKS: There
was no beiter ooportunity than that now
afforded for taking stock. Although it was
stated some time ago that stock had not
been taken, that allegation only referred
to the question asregarded theaudit. The
opportunity now afforded in removing the
stock from the old pesition to the new
would result in complete stock-sheets be-
ing prepared, and a correct balance show-
ing the value. With regard to depre-
ciation, if the hon. member would look
into the matter he would find that it was
not so greal as supposed, becanse the
item included £100,000 worth of rails,
and those rails would not depreciate any-
thing at all, but would bre avnilable for
the works in the colony, and consequently
they would be charged to the various
votes immedintely they were puf intathe
requirements of those different works
Then there were many of the others, in-
cluding steel, irom, and wire, and mate-
rials of various kinds, so that the
depreciation could not be very great. A
very good report would be shown. Since
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the return was issued, a great deal of
that stock had been used and charged to
the various votes, and, in fact, he thought
that what was now left was of the value
of something under £300,000.

Ttem passed.

Item, allowances and travelling ex-
pense, £5,000:

Mr. DOHERTY : This amount seemed
te be very heavy. We did not know in
what particular way the money was to be
used. He felt diffident about saying
anything in relation to these items, be-
cause his words might be criticised by
some Government official to-morrow or
the next day. It was quite possible that
those gentlemen who received the allow-
ances and travelling expenses might call
s meeting together, and condemn him
as & representative of the people for tak-
ing any exception to an item in this
House. If a member of Parliament was not
to be allowed a free hand, and was not
to be independent, God help the country.
Tf one could not stand up and express an
opinion about any item the Government
might introduce or show upon the Esti-
mates, responsible government ceased.
He referred to the action taken by the
locomotive superintendent’s workmen in
gondemning a member of this House.

Mr. ILuiveworta: Why did not the
hon. member bring it up as a question
of privilege?

Tur Previer : There were 500 of them.

Mg. DOHERTY : It would probably in-
timidate a member on a future occasion
from really spesking his mind, if he did
not happen to be independent. Without
doubt, this matter would come before the
Director of Works, and for the sske of
the honour of the House and the inde-
pendence of members, he (Mr. Doherty)
hoped the hon. gentleman would deal
with it as he ought. It was the same
ag if a grocer had a manager, and the
agsistants came out and said the manager
wap a very fine fellow.  The public
might not properly understand the ques-
tion, and might be led to think some in-
jury was being done. When that item
was brought before the Committee, it
was not the individual man he objected
to, but he strongly objected to an amount
of £2,100 heing paid for the same work
as was previously carried out for £300.
£1,600 was an item, in this country.

[ASSEMBLY ]

Travelling Allowances, cte.

[Tue Preuer: Hear, hear.] And while
that item wag being added to the Esti-
mates some workmen in the Government
stores had their wages reduced to the ex-

. tent of ls. to Zs. per day, the men who

could least afford it being those who had
to submit to a reduction. He hoped
the Minister would give some idea of the
action be intended to take with regard
to public servants frying te intimidate
members of the House.

Tue DIRECTOR OF WORKS: £5,000
was for allowances and travelling ex-
penses. It would be found that the
amount was very much less than that
last year, and although £5,000 was en-
tered, the Government would endeavour
as far as possible to keep 'expenditure
down. If we were going to cerry out'the
work, of course we must make provigion
for travelling and other expenses. With
regard to the other matter, perhaps it
wag better not to bring it up.  Although
the hon. member said he was alluding
to the item and not to the officer, yet he
had stated that it was a.man named Camp-
bell, whom he did not know personally,
and who was the wrong sort of man for
him to associate with. He {the Minister)
thought the hon. member did refer to the
persomn, and it was unfortunate that he al-
luded to him in the way he did
He (the Minister} had not received any re-
sclutions, but when those resolutions came
hefore him, he would deal with them as, he
thought they ought to be dealt with. With
all deference to Mr. Campbell, he was of
opinion that mass meetings of this kind
were more of a disadvantage.  Although
the men no doubt had taken an exceptional
course in showing their disapproval, still
the remarks of the hon. member called
forth from these men an expression of
feeling.  As he (the Minister) had aaid,
when the hon, member made the remarks
referred to, he was very sorry the expres
gions had been used ; and he thought the
hon. member himself would agree that,
whilst fair ecriticism should be exercised
and everything be said that ghould he
uttered with regard to these matters, it
was just as well not to deal with indivi-
duals in the way that officer was dealt
with, Tt was rather unfortunate that the
meeting had been held ; and, as he had
said, when the resolutions came before
him, he would take the course which he
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deeined best. He did not think they
were of any advantage to the officer von-
cerned.

Item passed.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Railways and Tramways, £539,145
13s, 9d.:
Item, Kalgoorlie-Boulder railway,

£6,073 13s. 9d.:

Mzr. MORAN asked the Minister for in-
formation.

Tre DIRECTOR OF WORES: Most
of the money had been spent, so there was
not very much available ~ What was
available was required for various works
in progress, and for works which it was
contemplated to carry out.

Item passed.

Item, Additions and improvements to
opened railways, £47,547 1s. Od.: .

Mr. LEAKE: £301,000 was expended
up to June 30th; but in the general es-
timates of receipts and expenditure the

awount expended on railways was
£827,000. What was the nieaning of
that?

Tee Direcror oF PusLic WoRks :
£827,000 was the whole amount avail-
able; and that amount had been ex-
pended, less the £47,000.

Tae PrEmigr: £827,000 was from the
beginning, about 1896, he thought.

Mr. LEAKE: It was not the yearly ex-
penditure?

Tue Premier: The £47,000 was the
balance.

Mr. LEARE, referring to Rolling stock,

£180,979 15s. 1d.: Presumnbly, this was
an addition. What was the nature of the
additions and improvements?

Tee DIRECTOR OF WORKS: That
wag a different thing, relating to various
works in connection with the lines gener-
ally. For instance, all classes of addi-
tions, such ag siding platforms, station
buildings, and anything necessary to be
carried out on lines comstructed, and on
which additions were required. There
had been a relaying of various lines. We
had relaid 50 miles of the Yilgarn line,
costing some £12,000, which hid been
expended out of the £47,000, and there
had been other work in connection with

relaying.
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Mr. LEAKE : Was it proposed to carry
out these additions and improvements
upon railways on the same scale of magni-
ficence as had been indulged in during the
last few months; particularly on the
Bridgetown railway?

Tas Dmecror oF WoRks:
railway construction.

Mg, LEAKE: That might be so, but
all these buildings would require to be
added to and improved.

Mr. WILSON: Did the Premier say
the expenditure of £827,000 on opened
railways had taken place from 18961

Toe Preyvier: From the time we con-
solidated all our loans,

Mr. WILSON: In about two years!?

Tae PrEmiER: Yes.

Me.WILSON: We had only opened
about 300 miles of railwaya during that
time. How could that expenditure have
been incurred?

Tueg DIRECTOR OF WORKS: There
was £170,000 for water supply in connec-
tion with these lines, new tanke having
to be built right away from Chidlow’s
Well to Kalgoorlie, and that sum was in-
cluded in the amount referred t¢. There
was also £210,000 for land resumption
in different parts of the colony, and if
members put the two items together they
would zee these amounted o about
£400,000. In addition to that, we had
to carry out worke which should have
beer carried out originally from the con-
struction vote. At KEalgoorlie, for in-
gtance, we had to carry out.works at a
cost of £30,000; for when the new line
was designed there was not sufficient ac-
commodation provided, and not enough
money voted to carry out the varicus
works ; consequently funds had te come
from the “additions and improvements”
vote, In addition to that there had
been croasings to be provided for on vari-
ous lines, these involving o large expen-
diture ; and numerous works besides had
been carried out. On the Great Souih-
ern railway, when taken over, we had to
relay a greab portion with new sleepers,
which cost zbout £13,000

Mz. EWING: Could the Minister say
how rauch had been spent on the elabor-
ate atatioms in and about Perth, and on
tke railwzy lines gemerally? The hon.
gentleman said the sum of £400,000 of
this item was expended last year.

That was
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Tee Direcror oF Preuc Works:
Not last year, but during the last two
years. .
Mr. EWING: A large amount had been
expended in resuming land. He noticed
from the items last year, and previously,
that a very large sum was voted under dif-
ferent, headings, for the purpose of pay-
ing for land resumption. No doubt the
Minister spoke advisedly when he said
£210,000 had been spent on resuming
land ; but surely he could not have spent
the amount on resumption represented
by the various votes passed in this House,
together with an additional £210,000
which was wrapped up in this item. We
had no particulars at all. I thiz money
had been aspent for land resumption, it
should appear in some way under & head-
ing which members could understand.

Tee Direcror oF Pubuc Wonks:
In the annual report for this yesr and
last, particulars were given.

Mr. EWING: Surely the Minister did
not expect members to go through tne
whole of the Public Works elaborate re-
ports prepared by his officials, which
would take some weeks to underatand, let
alone weeks of reading. If .£210,000
was paid for land resumption under this
item, it should appear in such a way that
membera would be able to criticize the
expenditure.  He was at 8 loss to under-
stand why it should be necessary to wrap
up the expenditure in such & way that
members could not tell what they were
debating.

Tre Premier: If members would not
take any trouble to read the reports, they
might not understand these items. The
reports were provided for members in
read.

Mr. EWING : Could any hon member
be expected to know where to find infor-
mation explaining the amounts expended
for resumption of land? A private mem.
ber gould not he expected to look in the
departmental reports for such informa-
tion.

Tae PreEmier: Members should give
some time to their public duties, surely.

Mr. EWING : But the Ministry should
not make the duties of members more
onerous than they ought to be, but should
hring down their Estimates in such a form
that any ordinary member could under-
stand them. The explanation of the Dir-

[ASSEMBLY.)

Railway Land Resumption.

ector of Works showed that this item was
undoubtedly misleading, especially in re-
gard to the £210,000 expended on land
resumption and not on improvements to
opened railways, On these items the
Mipister had not given to members the
opportunity they should justly and rea-
sonably look for.

Tue DIRECTOR OF WORKES: If the
hon. member expected him to be a walk-
ing encyclopwedia of general information,
the hon. member was mistaken. In the
reports of the department for the last
two years, a full account was given of
what had been done in the resumption of
land and in other expenditure; and in
the report for this year the same infor-
mation was given in a clear manner, and
this was all that the department could be
expected to do in supplying information
to members. He would only be too
pleased to answer any question in refer-
ence to any gpecial item, but he could not
be expected to supply all the information
which was already contained in the an-
nual report laid before Parliament. He
conld not be expected to give all the de-
tails of land resumption in connection
with this item, when those details were
alrendy before hon. members in a full
form, if they would look at them in the
annual report. Great care and attention
were given to the prenaration of that
report, for making the information as
clear as possible in relation to the whale
of the proceedings of the Public Works
Department.

Mr. LEAKE: The Minister did not

. appesr to understand the hon. member’s
criticism. He meant that these Esti-
mates and reports were more calculated
to mislead than inform the House.

Twe Atrorxey GeEnprar: The hon
member did not say that.

Me. LEAEKE: No; the hon. member
did not say it, but he (Mr. Leake) would
say it. .

Me. Ewixe: Why not put all the land
resumption items under one heading?

Ma. LEAKE : Yes; why not give these
a heading to themselves? In looking for

| expenditure on land resumption, nobody

" bub a Minister would think of looking for

this information under the heading of

“Additions and improvements to opened

; railways.” Of course the Director of
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Works knew where to look for them, be

cause he was omuiscient.

Tug Premer: The information had
been given in this form each year since
1396.

Mr. LEAKE: That was no reason why
members should continue to be hood-
winked ; and now that they had tripped
up the Minister, they must nsist on fuller
information being given in the Estimates.
The accounts were absolutely misleading,
for they kept back that information
which members were clearly entitled to
have.

Tue Premier: The information was
given to members once, in the annual
report.

Mr. LEARKE: Yes; when squeezed out
of the Government they did give some
information ; but now that members had
got it, they did not know whether it was
accurate. Was there any other item hid-
den under this heading, and which the
words did not imply or indicate?

Tee DIRECTOR OF WORKS: If hon.
members would turn to the Loan Esti-
mates of 1896-7, they would find in
column 7 a statement showing “Prog-ress
anticipated to Le made durmﬂ' the year ;
algo “Completion of the purchase of land
resumed for railway purposes at Perth
and other places.”  This year, no par-
ticulars of land resumption were given,
becnuse land was not being resumed this
year.

Mg. Leakg : The Minister could not ex-
pect hon. members to commit all those
things to memory.

Mr. VOSPER: Under this item, cer-
tain amounts had been expended for pur-
chase of land, and there was nothing to
show, in the Estimates, that any land had
been purchased.

TrE PREMIER: Where did the hon.
memer think the Government got the
money for resuming all this land—out of
what vote?

Mg. VOSPER: The cost of resuming
[and was here disgnised under a totally
different heading, whereas it should be
put as a separate item.

Tae PREMIER : If more headings had
been put in when this form of estimates
was prepared in 1896, it would have heen
more convenient, no doubt; but the Es-
timates for this year were following in the
same style as those for the two previous
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years. It wastoo late to make the altera-
tion now, because the heading was not in
the form of the Estimates.

Mr. OLDHAM: When the Director of
Works adwitted he wae not a walking en-
cyclopeedia, the Minictir's Dest  friend
would not accuse him of koowing any-
thing, even in a common-sense way, about
hook-keeping.

Mr. A. Forrest: He understood bonk-
keeping all right.

Mr. OLDHAM: Tt was to be hoped
that in the 12 months’ grace which was to
be glven to the \hmster, he would be zble
to improve his book-keeping, and be able
tu invent some reasonable and intellient
method of book-keeping, whereby the
members of the House could be enabled
to understand what was placed before
them.

Mg, Morax:
SOLLE CASES.

Mr. OLDHAM: It could not be done
in the case of the meagre intelligence of
the hon. member. Was it possible to
connect land resumption with this item?
He would now call attention to another-
matter. He had a copy of

Tee CHamryay: Had this anything to
do with the item before the Comniittee?

Mr. OLDHAM: It had not amything
particular to do with this item.

Tee CeairMan: Then it would be out
of order.

Mr. OLDHAM: It came under the
heading of “improvements to rajlways.”

TeE CHamyan: But not under this
item.

Mr. OLDHAM: No; he did not think
it was an improvement to a railway, but
rather a disadvantage to a railway. How-
ever, he would deal with the matter later
on.

Mr. MORAN: It was desirable that
the form of presenting the Estimates
should state the information more
plainly.  Members did not believe in
wasting their precious time looking up
particulars of these matters in the annual
reports ; and, having a Minister to give
information, some use should be made of
him, and thereby spare any strain on the
intelligence of members. Was this land
resumed hbefore or after a railway was
opened !

Tae DIRECTOR OF WORES: After,
certainly.  The item said, “opened rail-

It could not be done, in
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ways.” He was not responsible, in this
instance, for the framing of the schedule
of the Loan Act, and under that schedule
the item was “additions and improve-
ments to opened railways;” therefore
these Estimates for each year showed, in
that continuing form, the works on which
the money was expended. There was no
land resumption provided for in this
year’s Estimates, except for a very small
amount.

Mgr. Ewing: What had been done with
the £47,0007

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORES : Half of that amount had Leen
expended as he had already explained,
and £13,000 had been expended in re-
laying the Yilgarn line with heavier rrils;
also about £7,000 expended in connec-
tion with the building of a reservoir at
Chidlow’s Well, besides other works to
improve the reservoir.  Various other
works were going on in the construction
of sidings and additions on the South
Western railway, for accommodating the
timber mills, and some of the =stations
were being moved from the present posi-
tions and placed 8o as to serve the met-
tlers, while also being of use to the timber
mills. Al land resumptions in connec-
tion with new lines were provided for in
the item for each particular line, and the
railway construction included an amount
sufficient for any land resumption.

Mg. Moran : It would be better to have
land resumption under a separate head-
ng.

Tee DIRECTOR OF WORES: Yes:
that would be better, and the present
method rather put him in a false position
in having to explain this item.

Mr. IuuinawortH: The separate head-
ing ought to have been in the loan sche-
dule of 1896.

Tus  DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Yes; it ought to have heen put
in then.

Mr. OLDHAM: Would this item of
£47,547 1s. liquidate all present liabili-
ties in comnection with works already
done ?

Tnre Direcror or Wonks : Yes.

Item passed.

Ttem, railway workshops, £20,176:

Mr. DOHERTY: Where were these
workshops ?

[ASSEMBLY.)

Rolting Stock.

Tum DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS :
The hon. menther cculd hardly be serious,
for he knew that the shops werc to be con-
gtructed at Midland Junection.

Item passed. :

Item, Rolling Stock, £180,979 15s.
1d.:
Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The Estimates
showed that provision wos made last year
for the expenditure onr rolling stock of
£300,000; that the actual expenditure
had been £561,498 7s. 9d.; and, in the
face of thnt extra expenditure of over
£261,000, it wns now proposed to spend
£180,979 for the coming year. This de-
partment required a good deal of watch-
ing. While we must have rolling stock,
o line must be drawn somewhere, and the
time had arrived when the purchase of
fresh rolling stock should be prevented.
All the railway systems of the eastern
colonies had suffered severely by the tre-
mendous waste resulting from the over-
stocking of this particular department of
the railways. However, as practically all
the money had been spent, it was useless
to alter this particular item ; neverthe:
less, it should be understood by Parlia-
ment that sufficient rolling stock had
been provided for some years to come,
and that there was to be no increase of
this vote.  Surely the department had
any quantity of rolling stock for the work
to be performed.

Twe DIRECTOR OF WORKS: Not
only would the whole of this vote be ex-
pended, but he was confident that the
House would yet be asked for more money
for rolling stock, which was not a dis
couraging statement, because the neces-
gity for an increase in this item was evi-
dence of the prosperity of the railways,
provided the stock could be profitably
used. He would not be a party to order-
ing rolling stock unless it was pbsolutely
necessary. He was keeping a tight hand
on this expenditure. The development of
the Collie coalfield must result in the
employment of a very large proportion of
the trucks in hand, and, if there was a
proportionate development i the timber
and other industries of the colony, more
money would be required. He thanked
the hon. member (Mr. Illingworth) for his
sugmegtions. Thers was every necessity
for care with regard to this item, for it
was possible to err by ordering too
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much ; but mere stock would no doubt be
required.

Me. TuuxewortH : Let us hope business
would warrant it.

Item passed.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Harbour and River Improvements,
£259,669 128 10d.:

Item, Fremantle Harbour Works
cluding cable to Rottnest), £100,000:

Mg, HIGHAM: It was regretable that
a much larger amount had not been
provided for expenditure this year. Muci
good would be done if the approaches to
the harbour were made easier, by dredg-
ing, than at present. More points and
other conveniences should be provided for
the railway traffic op the wharves already
constructed. The Fremantle Chamber of
Commerce had asked for these points, but,
so far, without result. The proper light-
ing of the wharves required attention.
Passengers at night had to stumble across
the wharves among cargo and trucks, and
through defective approaches, at the risk
of life and limb, dodging moving locomo-
tives. Apparently it was impossible to
persuade the Minister to erect three or
four arclamps on the wharves. The har-
hour works were under the control of two
or three different departments—the Har-
bour Works Department, under the Engi-
neer-in-Chief, the Railway Department,
under the Minister for Railways, and the
Customns Department, under the Pre-
mier ; and the public could get no satis-
faction from any of them. It was time
these departments realised that they were
the servants of the public, and that, in
all matters affecting public interests, it
was their duty te work for the public
good. Without posing as an alarmist, he
must point cut that the cable to Rottnest
should be procured and laid at the ear-
liest possible moment.

Mr. Morax: In case of war ?

Mgr. HIGHAM : Yes, and for the safety
of the shipping.

Tue DIRECTOR OF WORKS: Of this
item, £71,639 would be unexpended at
the end of the year; therefore there
would be some money to carry on works
next year. With regard to the hon. mem-
ber's expression of regret that no more
than £100,000 bad been provided, it
should be recollected that a great deal of

(in-
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the very heavy work had beem completed ;
and this sum was considered sufficient to
carry on the remaining works with all ne-
cessary despaich. It was expected that
the new dredges and barges mow under
order would come to hand during the early
part of the year; and, towards the close
of the financial year, much good work
ought to be accomplished by these ves-
sels ; consequently the expenditure would
be increased during the last two or three
months of the financial year. The hon.
member must not forget that this work
was incomplete, and that it was only to
satisfy the demands of the shipping in-
terests, and to provide for their conveni-
ence, that ships were now permitted to
enter the river at all, notwithstanding the
incomplete state of the works; therefore,
if there were shortcomings and inconveni-
ences, shippers and other residents of
Fremantle interested should make due al-
lowance for the difficulties in the way, and
for the incomplete state of the wharves.
The matter of lighfing was being at-
tended to as quickly as possible, but ic
would take some little time to get the
work put ip hand.

Mr. SOLOMON: Had the sheds been
taken into consideration in this votel
Shipping people at Fremantle had re-
quested the Govermnent to erect sheds at
once, 30 that goods could be sheltered and
properly cared for, thus facilitating the
despatch of vessels. Had anything been
done in this regard?

Tee DIRECTOR OF WORKS: The
matter was still under consideration, and
would be attended to as soon as possible.
There was some discussion now in pro-
gress with the Chamber of Commerce with
regard to it.

Mr. HIGHAM: In vulgar phrase, the
ship was being spoilt for the want of a
pennyworth of tar. The whole acheme
was being retarded by the lack of atien
tion to minor details. The question of
erecting sheds was being considered 18
months ago.  Why should the wharf ar-
rangements be allowed to be so incon-
venient for the want of a few thousand
pounds?

THE Dinecror oF Worgs: If the sheds
were now in existence, they could not be
used.

Mz. HIGHAM : Why not? There would
be no satisfaction amongst ship-owners
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and consignees until there was proper ac-
commodation.
for the sheds were 1n existence.

Mr. QLDHAM: Xo doubi bon. wem-
bers for the various Fremantle constit-
uencies would be highly gratified by the
replies just given to their questions by
the Director of Public Works.

Tme Preaapr: No doubt the hon. menr-
ber himself was gratified.

Me. OLDHAM said be was, and he
would try to show it. Every hon. wewm-
ber lovked upon the Fremantle harbour
works as a pational undertaking, neces-
gary not only tor Fremantle, hut for the
satisfactory development of the commerce
of the colony. If we could sccommodate
people who brought goods here, it was
incumbent upon the Government to do so.
Ag the nrember for Fremantle (Mr. Hig-
ham) said, the want of despatch on the
part of the Govermment with regard to
these works was sickening.

Tue Dmecror oF WoRgx: The hon
member previously grumbled about our
going too fast.

Mer. OLDHAM: Not at the Govern-
ment going too fast, but at the way in
whick they were absolutely throwing the
money into the river. They had hetter
throw it into the sheds than into the
viver. He had seen at Fremantle offices
replete with every modern convenience—
not offices, but drawing-rooms. There
secined to have been sufficient money
rpent in the offices in relation to the con-
struction of these harbour works to have
built & receiving shed 250 yards long.

A Mguper : There was a carpet which
cost 100 guineas.

Mr. OLDHAM: It was desirable to
draw attention to the extravagant me-
thods pursued by the officers controlied
by the Dircctor of Public Works,  This

Minister semned to have no conception of !

cconomy, and no idea that it way more

desirable to expend the money wpon !

works which would be reproductive than
upon superfluities.  What was the good
of building an office costing £2,000 or
£3,000 for works of this descriptioni He
had known works ecarried out in the old

country, notably the Manchester Ship .

Canal, which cost considerahly more
money than this work the Minister was
undertaking, and all the draftsman-hip
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"was done in an office about 30 feet by
60 feet.

Mg, Moroaxs: Oh, no.

Mr. OLDHAM : The work was carnec
out in an office much smaller than the
Frewantle building. He also wanted tc
point out another extravagance, this being
in relation to harbours and rivers im
provements.  The country was perfectly
- willing to expend as much money as wa:
necessary upon the improvement of the
harbour at Fremantle, but he sincerely
hoped the Government would not throw
the money away into the river. He sav
one of the most remarkable spectacles hq
ever witnessed in his life when he was a
Fremantle. They had an ordinary har
bour dredge scooping stufi up from the
bottom of the river and delivering it intc
a barge, and strange to say, they had o1
this harge men with shovels throwing if
back into the river again. Thaf was ax
abisolute fact, though it might seem aw.
fully strange.

Tup PrExier: Was it the same place

Mg OLDHAM : Exactly the same place
How long would the House stand this
The Minister was responsible for it.

Mer. HOLMES: The explanation of th
Minister was not satisfactory to him
The Minister had stated that ships hac
been allowed to go there as a matter o
convenience.  He thought the Govern
ment should assist the shipping in ever)
wny possible.  We had an electric light
ing plant at Fremantle in close proximit)
to the wharf, vet in spite of all attempt:
to force the hands of the Government
the wharf was left in o state of absoluts
darkness at pight. There was a mile o
wharf constructed at Fremantle, and no
a light of any description was placed o1
- it. A German mail steamier came in a
nine o’clock at night, and the harbour wa:
| lit up, as was also the boat; but the jett;
was in darkness, and passengers fell ove
railway lines, trucks, and timber throw
about the jetty in all directions.  If ther
were an election to-morrow, the Fremantl
people would return an Oppositionist.

Tur Presuer: Then they would not b
very grateful.

Ttem passed.

Ttem, Fremantle dock and slip, £7,000:

Mr. SOLOMOXN asked what class o
vessel could be accommodated, am
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whether it would really be of use at all
for a vessel of any sizel

Mr. HIGHAM : Would the Director of
Works say whether he had received any
reports on this slip, and whether it was
possible to put one of our dredges on it
ag at present constructed! As far as
he (Mr. Higham) knew, the slip had been
completed for the last three or four
months, and yeb, notwithstanding the
fact that every dredge we had in ¥re-
mantle &t the present time needed to go
on this slip, we saw week after week,
and month after month, that the slip was
not utilised. He would like to have
some explanation. If thero were some
defects or omissions on the part of of-
ficers, it was about time the House knew
something of them.

Tue DIRECTOR OF WORKS: All the
informetion the hon. member asked for
on this matter was, he thought, given a
few weeks ago.  The slip was of a tew-
porary character, and it would certainly
answer our purposes for some time. Up
t¢ the end of June it cost £14,751. There
was some machinery to be added to it,
and & great portion of the machinery
could be utilised eventually in connection
with the principal dock and slip. He
had asked for a report to be made upon
the subject ; but it was only about a fort-
night agoe that questions were put rela-
tive to the subject, and in the meantime
the department had a great deal of work
to do in relation to other matters. He
was looking into the subject, and if there
was anything to be said about it later on
he would be glad to answer any ques
tions.

A MeuBer: When did the Minister in-
tend to use it?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: As soon as it was ready. The
report of the 28th July said the work was
well advanced, and the hauling machin-
ery was ready for working. It was then
thought that the slip would be ready in
from six to eizht weeks.

Me. LEARE: The Director ¢f Works,
he understood, said this temporary slip
had cost £55,000.

Tee Dhkecror or Womrks: It would
save its cost two or three times over.

Mr. LEAKE: The Minister evidently
did not think it would hold one of the
Government's big dredges
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T PrEmibr: That wae the inteution.
Mg, LEAKE: It would not carmry out

that object. £14,750 had been spent

on it up to 30th June, and another
£7,000 was voted this year, making
£21,000.

Tae Director oF Worgs: The £7,000
was nct going to be expended only ou
thet. There were other items.

Mr., LEAKF : Here we were with an-
other misleading heading, “Fremantle
dock and slip.” Nobody in the wildest
dreame expected there wag going te be
anything spent on the dock. Would the
Minister kindly take members inte his
confidence again, and say by what pro-
cess of account-keeping he included in
this jtem something foreign to what was
indicated by the heading? The mem-
bers for Fremantle would find themselves
either without a slip or elee possegsed of
a slip whick was of no use at all.

Tre Prewier: Ob, no.

Tre DIRECTOR OF WORES: A por-
tion of the £7,000 provided here was to
complete this temporary slip. Provizion
wag always made for contingencies.  If
the amount was not required it would not
be spent. There might be some other
contingency in connection with the dock
itself, consequently provision was here
made

Mg, LEAKE: The Minister had mis
led himseif and not the House on this
oceagion. He underastood the Minister
to say there were items included in the
£7,000 which were in no way connected
with the dock and slip.

Tue Dmecror oF WORKS:
was not so.

Mr. HOLMES: Was it a fact thai
there had been three distinct officers con-
cerned in the construetion of the dock and
slip, and not one of them would accept
any responsibility in connection with it?
That was how the thing was hung up ab
present. The slip waz completed as far
a9 construction was concerned, but nome
of these officers would accept any respon-
gibility.

Tue Presier: The hon. member pro-
fessed to know all about it, and he had
better explain.

Mgr., WILSON : The slip was com-
menced two years ago.

Twn Direcror oF Works: No; it was
commenced last November.

No; that
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should be facilities for repairing the lar-
gest vesrels here, so that they might not
have to go to other colonies. Surely the
Fremantle members had done no harm Yy
calling attention to these matters. Moz
fuss had been made by the member for
Coolgardie than by them. If he (Mr.
Selomon) saw anything going wrong, or
requiring the aitention of the ‘Govern-

ment, he would always do his best to have |

it rectified.

Mr. WILSON took exception to the
Premier’s remarks.  The right bon. gen-
tieman bad no right to say the com-
piaints originated iz the inventive minds
of members opposite,

Tue Premier said he did not =ay “op-
posite.”  He referved to all hon. menibere
who were complaining in respect of this
matter,

Mr. WILSON: It was a well known
fact that the elip ought to have been
finished some months ago. Tt had been
frund that the slip would not work.

Tre Previer eaid he bad never found
that cut.

Me WILSON challenged the Director
of Wrrics to answer him,

Tre Direcror oF Worgks: The hon.
member knew there was no proof of that
statement.

Mg. WILSON : Unless the slip had re-
quired rebuilding, all this meney would
never have been spent on it.

Mpr. LEAKE : What might happen was
that some day the Director of Works
would require to raise one of those heavy
dredges to the top of this slip. Then the
problem would be to pet it down, and
that would be done by pulling a string, or
something of that kind ; but all were well
awnre that the officers of the Works De-
partment  iovariably pulled the wrong
string at the wrong time. As soon as
they pulled the string, this heavy boat
would slide off the slip.

Tue Direcror oF WORKS:
what it was intended to do.

Mr. LEAKE: Up to that peint the
Minister was right; but he had not cal-
culated op the impetus which the boat
would have when it got off the alfip.

Tue Presier: It would be let down
steadily.

Ma. LEAEKE: It would either bump
against the mole on the opposite side of

That was
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i the waterway, or would squash some in-
' coming steamer.
¢ Tue Premier: The boat would be held
| back by a chain or drag.

Mr. LEAKE: There was nothing
; in the Works Department strong enough
to hold it.

Tug Presuer: If it could be pulled up,
surely it could be let down,

Mr. LEAEE: The explanation he had
just given, though not rendered in scien-
tific terms, was a correct statement of the
position, as would be found if the Engi-
neer-in-Chief were interrogated on tue
subject. This was the reat cljecticn
which was taken to the elip, in regard not
only to its construction, but to its site ;
for whilat the ship or boat was being got
into the cradle preparatory to hauling it
up, the entrance to the harbour would be
blocked.

Mr. OLDHAM: The position in re-
spect to this item was the same as that
in regard to a previous item, “improve-
nuents to existing railways.” The depart-
ment bad no right to couple these two
items, the dock and slip, in one.

Mr. Mongans: The total amount was
only .£7,000.

Mz. OLDHAM: No statute could com-
pel the coupling of these items.

Tue PreEaipr: The statute provided for
their being put together in the Estimates.

Mr. OLDHAM: The slip had ne con-
nection with the dock.

Tur Premier: It had. TLet the hon.
member read the Loan Act of 1896.

Mr. OLDHAM: Then the Committee
should have been shown how much money
had heen expended on the permanemt
dock as distinguished from the temporary
glip.  The Director of Public Works ad-
mitted that the latter was a temporary
work.

Tup Preuizr: The hon. member evi-
dently wanted some water at Subinco.

Me. OLDHAM: Undoubtedly; and it
would have paid the country better to
have expended £14,000 i1 water at
Sublaco rather than upon this work,
which so far was absolutely useless for
th: purpose intended. The members for
Fremantle would have been failing in
their duty had they not pointed out that
the money expended up to date had not
heen usefully expended. He must takeex-
ception alzoto the remarks of the member
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for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans). The hon.
member intended to convey that any hon.
member who had received an expenditure
of public meney in the district he repre-
sented was bound in duty not to cavil at
any itewr on the Estimates, but to loyally
suppert the Government. This appeared
to be advocating the policy of “spoils to
the victors.” 'The country would not
stand that; at any rate, the constituents
represented by the advanced portion of
the comununity would not stand it.

Mr. A. Foreesr: What portion was
that? :

Me. OLDHAM: Not the portion repre-
sented by the hon. member. From what
tha member for Coolgardie had said, the
rensons given showed why that member
went to sit on the Government side of the
House. It was well known to shipping
pecple at Fremantle that the slip which
had been constructed would not serve the
purpoge for which it had been built. It
was altogether defective in construction;
or, if not, why had it not been used before
now? The Director of Works should take
the Committee into his confidence and say
that the slip required some alterations
before it could be used. If the Director
would say that within three months the
slip would be put in a condition so that
it could take up an intercolonial steamer,
inrtead of vessels being sent to the eastern
colonies to be repaired, then he would
aerve the best interests of Fremantle.

Mz. DOHERTY : This eriticism in re-
ference to the item of £7,000 was un-
friendly. If this money had to be ex-
pended in the constituencies represented
by some hon. members who had spoken,
they would not have made any complaint.
Hs was informed by one of the enginecrs
who had been employed on the work that
the slip would give a great deal of satis-
faction. Whether it would give satisfac-
tion or not remained to be seen,and in a
few months time this would be proved.
If the Government had made a mistake,
then after that had been found out would
be time to criticise the Government about
it.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: When the
£7,000 had been expended, did the Direc-
tor of Works anticipate that the slip
would be in a condition to accommodate
large vessels such as one of the Gavern-
ment dredges?
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Tue DIRECTOR OF WORKS said he
had mo hesitation in saying it would,
There was no reporb before the Com-
tuittee that the slip was imperfect. He
had endeavoured to show the Committee
that the slip was in good order, and suit-
abile for the purpose for which it bad been
constructed.

Item passed.

Item, Bunbury Breakwater, completion
of, £30,000:

Mg, ILLINGWORTH: Would this
amount complete the Bunbury Dbreak-
water| .

Tve DIRECTOR OF WORKS : It would
not, complete the breakwater, but it would
complete the work beyond the length it
was at first Tntended to take it. The Gov-
ernment had done more work for the
money than was expected would result
from the vote previously authorised.

Ttem passed.

Iiem, Carnarvon jetty, £15,000:

Me. A, FORREST: Was it contem-
plated to repair the old wharf at Carnar-
von! Would it not be better to devote
the money, with a further sum added, to
connect the jetty with the town of Cas-
narvon! The present Carnarvon jetty
wag completely rotten. It was built only
to carry piles, end the old structure was
not suitable for shipping purposes. It
would cost £4,000 to repair. If the new
jetty was connected with the town of Car-
narvon, it would satisfy the people of the
district.

Tre DIRECTOR OF WORKS: The
Government had no intention of repair-
ing the old jetty. The new jetty had
been sufficiently completed to enable
shipping to take in stock, as was evidenced
by the recent shipment of 4,600 sheep in
the course of a few hours, nt Carnarvon.
When & deputation waited on the Govern-
ment some time ago regarding this mat-
ter, it was then definitely stated that the
jetty was constructed for the purpose of
shipping stock, and this appeared to be
agreeable to the deputation. The desire
was expressed that the new jetty should
he connected with the town. A survey
and an estimate were made, and it was
found the cost would be £6,000. The
Government were not mow prepared to
earry out this werk of connecting the
jetty with the town. ‘The matier had
been taken into consideration, and the
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work would be dealt with next year if
the finances allowed. The Government
wanted to carry this work out, and the
amount was at first placed on the Esti-
metes; but it was found that the Gov-
ernment could not afford to expend the
money.

Mz. A. FORREST : If a good road were
made, that might suit for the present.
Steamers took in stock from the jetty,
and then had to move a mile out to take
in cargo,

Tenr Preausr: Could not wool be ship
ped from the jetty?

Mg. A. FOKREST: It had to be light
ered. If some money were spent on the
road, that might meet the wishes of the
people for the time being.

Item passed.

Item, Dredges and barges, £65,000:

Mr. ILLINGWORTH asked where
these dredges and barges were intended
to work?

Tee Prumier: They were for Fre-
mantle.

Trae DIRECTOR OF WORES: There
were two barges, and eigh{ hopper bar-
ges, under contract to be completed with-
in a year, and the dredges were for the
purpose of completing the harbour works
at Fremantle.

Mg. LEAKE: Were the dredges cap
able of rubble work?

TER Dinecron oF Wongs: Yes.

Mn. LEAKE: Could the Director give
any idea of the cost of the work at South
Perth, how much over £1 per yard?

The Direcror of Works: The cost
was 2s. per yard. ]

Mr. HOLMES: About twelve months
ago the Engineer-in-Chief was floating
ahout in London, boasting that he had
the disposal of orders to the extent of
one million pounds for Western Ausirae-
lia. He cabled to the Assistant En-
gineer-in-Chief, Mr. McDonald, “If 1 pur-
chase two dredges, can you complete the
second section of the Fremantle harbour
works by a certain date?” To that he re-
ceived a reply, “I can complete the sec-
tion with the dredges I have” But by
the time the reply cable reached London,
the dredges had been purchesed.

Tae Direcror oF WorkS : That was un
true.

Tuas Prexuer: The dredges were not
ordered until months and months after.
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Ms. HOLMES said he was giving the
facts as he got them.

Mr. Conxor: From whom did the hon.
member get the “facts?”

Mr. HOLMES : From a gentleman who
was in London at the time.

Mg. Convon: Was the hon. member in
order in making statements of the kind,
without verifying them?}

Tes Crsiruan : It rested with the hor.
member himself.

Me. HOLMES : The services of the As-
sistant Engineer-in-Chief had been dis-
peneed with, and £800 a year thus saved ;
but the country had been committed to
an expenditure of £65,000 for dredges
which could be done without. Some ex-
planation ought to be given.

Tae DIRECTOR OF WOREKS: Tele-
grams did pass between the two officers
named. This inatter as to the dredges
was gettled during the Premier’s visit tc
London, and the Engineer-in-Chief did
not purchase the dredges without con-
sulting the Premier. Indeed, the dredges
were not ordered until after the Pre-
mier came back to this colony.

Mr. Honues: Did the Engineer-in-
Chief consult the officer in charge?

- Tae DIRECTOR OF WORKS: He did
in regard to two other dredges. Fow
dredges were ordered, two of which, wher
the telegram was sent, were discovered
not to be required, and the orders were
not completed. Two dredges were sug-
gested and not ordered, but two other
dredges were ordered.

Tue PREMIER : The member for East
Fremantle seemed to have got hold of a
cock-and-bull story, and it was as wel
some light ghould be thrown on it. While
he (the Premier) was in Lomndon, he au-
thorised the purchase of two dredges and
barges, leaving the Agent General to orde
them at a cost of £65,000. By som:
misunderstanding between the Agent
General and  the engineering agents,
Measrs. Coombe and Son, the order was
not executed ; and after his (the Pre-
mier’s) return to the colony, a cable came
out asking whether the order should oe
given. Then for the first time the Er-
gineer-in-Chief and himself found that
the order, which they thought to be ir
hand, had not been, executed, and that
was several months after the purchase
of the dredges and barges had been au-
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thorised.  But for that delay, the dred-
ges would have been here now. As fo
the million pounds of ordera which the
member for East Fremantle referred to,
be (the Premier) had none to give to any-
body while he was in London.

Iten passed.

Other items agreed to, and the vo.e
pnased.

- Water supply and sewerage in foums
£29,000:

Sewerage for Perth ond Fremantle,
£12,000:
" Mr. OLDHAM asked whether this was
the balance of the money due to the City
Council in regpect to the sewerage?

Twe DIRECTOR OF WORKS:
was the balance of £10,000 due to the

city. The ity had had £7,000 and
£3,000; and £2,000 was required for
pumping.

Mr. OLDHAM : That left a halance of
£500.

Tre DIRECTOR OF WORKS: No;
no* at all.  There were £10,000 due to the
city, and £2,000 for the pumping.

Mr. OLDHAM: Was it contemplated
from this fund doing anything for the
suburbs?

Tre DIRECTOR OF WORKS: Noj;
the money was all allocated in Perth,

Tre PREMIER: The board would at-
tend to the suburbs, with the £50,000.

Mr. OLDHAM: Then it was intended
to do something for the suburbs?

Tre PREMIER: Tt was to be hoped
go. He would use his influence in that
direction.

Mr. MORAN said he was pleased Lo
hear the Premier make that promise. One
of the best waysto get population was to
attend ta the water supply of the towns,
especially Perth and its leading suburb
of Subiaco.

Item passed.

Other items agreed to, and vote passed.

Coolgardie Water Supply, £250,000:

Item, main pipes (including valves,
etc.) at Fremantle, £80,000:

Mr. MORAN : Was the wording of this
item not rather misleading?

Tae PREMIER : Tt was the wording of
the statute, and could not be altered.

Item passed.

ITtem, Reservoirs, £80,000:

This
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Tar DirecTor o Works: Mainly in
conneétion with the main reservoir.

Mr. MORAN: Thennothing had been
done as to a receiving reservoir at the
other end? :

Tre Direcror or Worgs : Not yet.

Mr. MORAN: Had the Mount Burges
acheme been abandoned? People in-
terested would like to see the matter
settled as quickly as possible

Tre PREMIER: That matter had not
been settled yet.

Mr. MORAN: DPeople were also
anxicus to know whether Ealgoorlie would
get an equal water supply with Cool-
gardie. Kanowna in time might not re-
quire as. much water as at present, buf
Kalgoorlie would want a permanent and
much larger supnly. It was well that
nothing had been decided definitely as to
the receiving reservoir at the other end,
hecause there the conditions were some-
what shifting.

Mr. OLDHAM: Relative to the con-
struction of the weir at Mundaring, he
understood it was intended to construct
the face of the weir in masonry.

Twe Dimecror oF WoRES: In properly
squared blocks.

Mr. OLDHAM: Unless » suitable
stone for the work was obtained, it would
cost an. enormous amount of money. o
far as he had seen, the granite was not a
bit suitable for this class of work. He
was told there was a stone obtainable.

Tae Direcror or Works: Yea Stone
could begot at Kellerberin or at Parker’s
Road.

Ttem passed.

Other items agreed to, and the vote

| passed.

Development of goldfielde and mineral
resources. £119,246 1s. 9d.:

Tre DIRECTOR OF WORKS: In con-
formity with the statute, it was necessary
to make a slight alteration in this item ;
but this would nof interfere with the
totals. He moved, as an amendment,
that the figures “£40,249 125 5d4.” oppo-
site “eastern goldfields” be atruck out,and
“£18,000” ingerted in lieu thereof. The
total amount had been pul in; but there

| were other districts which should also be
' provided for, so that if the Government

Mi. MORAN: Where would these re- |

gervoirs be?

put the whole amount on the eastern
goldfields, come difficulty would be ex-
perienced in dealing with other districts.
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He would move to insert “other districts,
£22,249 12s. 5d.” later on.

Mgr. MORAN: Would the whole of the
£18,000 be spent on the eastern gold-
fields

Tue PREMIER: There would be a
balance of £22,249 12s. 5d. available
under the heading “other districts.” The
£18,000 was a new allocation under the
reappropriation, to make up the£40,249
12s. 5d.

Amendment put and passed, and con-
gequentinl amendments agreed to.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Roads and bridges, £8,000:

Mr. LYALI: HALL: Did the amount
include provision for the widening of
Benufort street railwny bridge (Perth)?

Tue Direcror oF WoRks: It did not.

Mr. OLDHAM: What did the .£8,000
provide for 1

Tue Direcror oF Worrs: It had re-
ference to the carrying out of northern
stock routes,

Mn. HALL: When the Estimates vith
regard to railways were under discussion,
the Director of Works said there was no

pravision made for the widening of Beau-’

fort strect bridge, Perth. He (Mr. Hall)
concluded, on seeing the item for £8,000,
that it was intended to widen the bridge
in question, whereas it now appeared
there was nothing on the Estimates for
that purpose. The matter was a pre=-iog
one, the bridge being extremely narrow
and dangerous ; and if it was not widened
on the western side, a serious agcident
might happen. The Perth council ccn-
gidered this matter, and it was unam-
mously decided that the bridge should he
widened on the western side. He 1rasted
the Minister would give early attentionio
the subject, with a view of carrying cut
the wishes of the representatives « f Perih
in this House, and also the repcisenta-
tives in the City Council.

Mgr., OLDHAM: This bridge was not
at all suited to the requirements of the
continuous traffic in that portion of the
city. The amount of traffic over the
bridge was considerable, and the bridge
was extremely dangerous. He rather
fancied that, instead of widening the
bridee on the western side, it was more
desirable to construct a skew bridge
which would carry the traffic direct from
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Barrack street, to Beaufort street. With
a bit of engineering, that difficuity could
be surmounted, and a skew bridge would
suit all the requirements of traffic in
that direction.

Mga. QUINLAN: The Minister would
not, he hoped, take any notice at all of
what the City Council recommended in
this matter. The Minister would deo bet-
ter to he gnided by his officers. Anyone
well acquainted with the city would be of
opinion that, when the bridge wns
widened, it should be widened on the eas-
tern side.

Mg. HALL: The observations of the
last speaker were surprising. The hon.
member was not always in accord with
the City Council, and apparently congra-
tulated hiniself on not being one of “the
gang ;" but any stranger viewing that
bridge would at once come to the conclu-
gion that it should be widened, and
widened by means of a “skew” construe-
tion on the western side. Before long,
a serious accident would wundoubtedly
happen there; and, if the work were not
done, the Government would ultimately
have to buy up land immediately facing
the bridge, where Dr. McWillinms’s house
now stood. The CGovernment always had
to pay an exorbitant price for land

Tre Premiex: Why could not the City
Council pay for it?

Mr. HALL: The council would not do
it. The Government would have to buy
the land to prevent a serious accident.
There was a very sharp turn beyond the

crossing.

Tae PreEmier: The council would put
it right.

Mr HALL: No; the Government

must put it right. It was not clear why
the bridge was ever placed in such a posi-
tion. Whoever was responsible had been
ghort-sighted.

TrE Premier: Tt was the direct route
to Barrack-street.

Mr. HIGHAM: Why had not provision
been made for a permanent bridge be-
tweer Fremantle and Nerth Fremantle,
te take the place of the bridge of sticks
which how existed? The temporary
bridge pave no gpecial accommodation
for foot passengers, and was barely suffi-
cient for vehicular traffic.

TAe PRemier: There was alzn the hig
‘ hridge.
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Mn. HIGHAM: What provision would
he made for & permanent bridge?

Tue DIRECTOR OF WORKS: No
arrangements for the new bridge had been
made, as the present structure should
serve the requirements of the locality for
some time to come,

Mr, OLDHAM: Surely that was not
the final answer of the Minister.

Tre DIRECTOR OF WORKS: There
was no prospect of carrying oui that
work during this financial year. vesigns
woie in course of preparation, and the
question of how the bridge would be
erected would be considered when the
designy were. complete,

Mz. OLDHAM: That was very good
with regard to the Fremantle Bridge;
but in matters affecting the traffic of
Perth, the members of the City Council
had e right to be considered, as they had
a. knowledge of local requirements.

The PREMIER : Why did they not find
the money? The traffic was not yet con-
gested on the Beaufort-street Bridge, so
far as he had ohserved.

Mg. WiLson said he had been jammed
up there.

Tos PREMIER: The bridge would
gerve very well for some comsiderable
time. The hon, member (Mr. Oldham)
nbused the Government for spending
money, and then asked them to spend
more.

Me. OLDHAM: This was a question
nffecting the lives and limbs of the travel-
ling public. The opinion of the City
Council on thiz question was unanimous,
barring one member.

M=r. Morax: “Two to one, bar one.”

Mr. OLDHAM: They agreed that the
bridge should be constructed sc as to
deliver she traffic direct from Beaufort-
street into Barrack-street. Surely it re-
quired no kanowledge of engineering to
perceive that such was the proper route.

Mg, HALL endorsed the remarks just
made. As this matter affected the traffic
of the city, the City Council should be
censulted thereon ; .and the design, when
completed, should be submitted .o the
council for approval, if only as a matter
of courtesy to that body.

M=, MORAN: Was it suggested tuat
this pronosed work should be in the
nature of a loan to the City Council?
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Me. OLDHAM: Na; it was suggested
that it should be done by the Government.
Mr. WILSON: And done in order to
completa their Perth railway station ap-
proaches.

Mr. Doneary: Let the City council do
it out of their new loan.

Mr. MORAN : If Parliament had to find
the money, let Parlinment decide where
the approach was to he built.

Mr. OILDHAM : The requirements of
the people who would use the bridge must
be considered. ‘

Vote put and passed.

Developpment of Agriculture, £5,000:

Mr, WILSON: Where was this sum to
be expended?

Tune DIRECTOR OF WOREKES: Some
drainage works in the southern districts
would have to be constructed, under the
eontrol of the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, and would be paid for out of this
vote.

Put and passed.

Lfwmmrgration, £2,000:

Mr. QUINLAN: This vote should be
abolished entirely. = Members who said
“no” were not seized of the nature of the
expenditure in question He knew of a
girl who recently came to the country at
the expense of the Government, not to
stay here, but with the intention of soon
joining her friends in an eastern colony.
This was only one instance out of many.
Moreover, plenty of desirable servants,
both male and female, could be procured
from the other colenies, without any ex-
pense whatever.

Tae PREMIER: The Government did
not intend at the present time to import
any more girls from England. A system
of nominated immigration had for some
time been in force to a limited extent, and
some slizht expense had been incurred in
respect of it; but he did not anticipate
that much of this vote would be expended
during the financial year. It had been
placed on the Estimates some time ago.

Me. LYALL HALL: Was it intended
to apportion any part of the vote in order
to assist men in this colony to bring over
their wives and families from the eastern
colonies?

Several Meurers: No.

M. HALL: That should be done.
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Mg. Moran: What guarantee was there
that they would bring their own wives,
and not other people’s?

Mr. HALL: The hon. member should
not judge other men’s corn by hiz own
bushel. Many working men in the colony
would be only teo happy to take advant-
age of such a provision.

Tue Presier: They ought to be able
to do it without such assistance.

Mg. HALL: No; a man getting from
£3 to £4 per week could not afford to pay
tha fares of his wife and family, after keep-
ing himself here and sending money away
for their support. Some system of help-
ing such men should be adopted, not by
paying absolutely for the passage of their
relatives, but by way of loans repayable
by weekly instalments. This scheme
would put a stop to the remittance of
jarge sums of money to the other colo-
nies.

Mz. OLDHAM : It was to be hoped the
Gevernment would consider this subject
more geriously than hon. members were
geperally doing.

Tre Pamengr: Would not 30s. bring
ons passenger to Fremantle from Mel-
bourne, Sydney, or Adelaide?

Mr. OLDHAM.: Men who were sending
their wages to the other colonies, for the
support of their wives and families, ought
to be encouraged to bring their relatives
here.

Mz. Moran: There would then be some
golidity about the Opposition

Me. OLDHAM : If any man desired to
bring his wife and family here——

Mr. Moxasr: He could do so.

Me. OLDHAM : The hon. member had
never been in the position occupied by
some of the working men of this colony.
He knew of hundreds of men who, so far
a3 earming in this colony was concerned,
had never been able to afford sufficient to
bring their wives and families over here.
If the Government could induce people
te bring their wives and families to this
country, it would be better for the colony
financially, and in every other way. In
the budget speech the Premier endea-
" voured to make out that the country was
wealthy in its male population; but he
(Mr Oldbem) affirmed that the country
wns poverty-siricken in its male popula-
tion He would give an instance to show
that men were unable to bring their wives

[ASSEMBLY.]

Immigration.

and families to this country. He knew
a man who had been working in this
celony for three years, his average wages
amounting to £2 15s. per week; and il
cost that man £1 a week to live, while he
religiously sent £1 15s. per week to his
wi‘> and family in the eastern colonies
and the £1 138 only kept his family
very frugally. This man had not beer
abl: to save sufficient money to send fo
hig wifer and seven children,

Mr. A. FormesT: Send the man wuc
him (Mr. Forrest), and he would give hirn
the passage money, if it was only to stog
the hon. member talking.

Mr. OLDHAM said be would accep
the offer of the hon. member. Thi
£2,000 for immigration should be et
apart for the purpose of enabling mer
to bring their wives and families fron
the eastern colonies.

Tue PREMIER: The Government hac
always been willing to - assist men i
bring their families over here, if thi
men would only enter into a hond tore
pay the money.

Mza. OLDHAM: That was certamlj
news to him (Mr. Oldham).

Mr. Wnson: Why did not the Gov
ernment let the people know thisf

Tre PrEmier: The men would no
give the bond. They wanted the mone;

a gift.

Mgr. OLDHAM: This £2,000 was re
quired for the purpose of bringing ove
here the wives and families of men whi
were working in this colony, and whi
could not afford to bring their families
but were desirous of doing so. If thi
£2,000 were expended in this direction
it would he more beneficial to the colon
than expending the money in bringin
servant girls from England. It was no
generally known that the Governmen
were willing to assist men to hring thei
families here.

Mg. LYALL HALL said he could giv
an instance of a man who came to hin
(Mr. Hall) o short time ago, and wante
to know whether the Government woull
assist him to bring hig children fron
New South Wales. He (Mr. Hall} sas
the Premier, who promised that he woul
asgist by granting free pessages for thi
man to bring his family here. The Pre
' mier referred him (Mr. Hall) to the Un
| der-Secretary, who flatly refused to carr
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out the instruction, saying it was not the
practice of the department. He (Mr.
Hall) saw the Premier again, and the
Premier gave definite instructions, with
the result that the man was told to in-
quire what the passage money would be.
Thie man’s wife was dead, but he had
five children, and the lowest amount
which the shinrving companies would take
to bring the five children was £17. Tt
would take this man some time fo earn
the £17, and in the meantime the man
was sending money to keep his family
in annther colony. At last the Govern-
ment oave the man power to get tickets
to bring his children here, on condition,
and .n. proper condition, that the man
should et somebody to sign a bond that,
in the event of his not repaying, the
money would be assured to the Govern-
ment. As the man could not get anyone
to sign the bond, he (Mr. Hall) signed it
for him. As it had been the practice for
a long time to import girls from Great
Britain, the least we could do was to
assist the workers of this colony to bring
their wives and families from cther col-
onies. If the Government granted the
passage mouney, and a bond was signed
agreeing to pay the money by instal-
ments,. that would meet the circumstances
of the case. We now had the assurance
of the Premier, if an application were
made, this was done. A man had only
to apply to the Government, sign a bond
that he would repay the money, and pas-
seges weuld be pranted to him.

Vote put and pasaed.

Miscellaneous (including charges and
expenses of raising loans), £100,000—
agreed to.

The loan Egtimates having been com-
pleted, the resolutions passed in Com-
mittee were reported, and the report was
adopted.

SANKRUPTCY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
CLERICAL ERROR.

A message was received from the Legis-
lative Council, intimating that in the
Bankruptey Act Amendment Bill, an ap-
parent clerical error had been discovered,
clause 56 having been struck out, instead
of clause 51, as determined by the Legis-
lative Assembly and recorded in their
Votes and Proceedings.

[25 OctoBER, 1898.)
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Tax PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) moved that a reply be sent to the
Legislative Council, assuring them the in-
tention was to strike out clause 51, and
asking their conourrence in the amend-
ment.

Put and passed, and a message nc-
cordingly transmitted,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
Resolutions paesed in Commtittee of
Supply, granting supplies amounting to
£1,528,082 15s. ‘8., in addition to
£750,000 already appropriated by sup-
ply Bills, were reported, and the report
was adopted.

IN COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MBANS,

A resolution was passed, giving effect
to the votes of supply already agreed to,
by granting the required amount out of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

APPROPRIATION BILL.
Introduced by the PrEmiEr, and read a
firat time.

MARRIAGE ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND RBADING.

Mr. SOLOMON (South Fremantle) in
moving the second reading, said: This
Bill comies from the other House, and its
object is to amend the Marriage Act of
1894 in such & way as to put members
of the Jewish faith on as nearly as pos-
sible the same footing as other colenists
under this law. Membere will notice
that the Bill concerns only one denomina-
tion. There are certain sectiomy ofthe
Marriage Aot which Jews desire to come
under, and there are others in relation to
which the Jews desire to remain as at
present. Jews and Quakers do not come
under the operation of the Act; but, as
I have said, the latter denomination wish
to come under its provisions as far as
possible without interfering with their re-
ligious faith,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Passed through Committee without de-
hate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.



2626 Re Provogation.
ADJOURNMENT.
Tre PREMIER moved that the House

at its rising do adjourn until 7.30 p.m.

to-morrow.

Put and passed.

PROROGATION ARBANRGEMENTS.

Tae PREMIER: 1 should like to say,
for the informafion of hon. members,
that if the state of public business per-
mits it, we may be able to prorogue some
time on Thursday. We shall have all
the evening to-morrow.

Mg. IumingworTH: You say from 7.30.

Tae PREMIER : The Governmnent have
very little business to-morrow, and I think
& good many of these motions should not
take much time; and I suppose, as re-
gards the most important of them, that
of the member for Central Murchisen (Mr.
Tllingworth), it is not his intention to pro-
ceed with that.

Mp. IiuvgworTH: Oh, yes, it ia.

Tre PREMIER: It will take a month.
I certainly will teke it as a vote of want
of confidence in the Government, if car-
ried. It is the most unconstitutional
motion, from a member of the Opposi-
tion, T ever heard of,

The House adjourned at 11.13 p.m.
until 7.30 p.an. the next day.

[COUNCIL.]

Auditor General's Report.

Teqislativbe @ouncil,
Wednesday, 26th October, 1898.

Question : Public Works, Purchase of Materials
—Question: Auditor General's Report—
Motion: Paris Exhibition, Representation
of Colony—Motion: Auditor General’s Re-
port on Purchase of Materials—Bankuptey
Act Amendment Bill, clerical error—Muni-
cipal Institutions Act Amendment Bill,
Legislative  Assembly’s Amendment —
Appropriation Bill, first and second read-
ing ; Division jn Committee—Metropolitan
Waterworks Bill, No. 2, second read-
ing ; Division on Amendment; progress
arrested—Companies Act Amendment Bill,
Legislative Assembly’s Amendments—Ap-
propriation Bill, Legislative Council's Sug-
gestion further considered ; third reading—
Adjournment. ’

The PRESIDENT took the chair at
7.30 o’elock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

RUESTION: PUBLIC WORKS,
CHASE OF MATERIALS.

Hox. H G. PARSONS agked the Col-
onial Secretary if it is a fact that the
Auditor General has condemned the re-
peated action of the Public Works Depart-
ment in baying materials at higher prices
than those contracted for.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
t+. Randell) replied that it was quite
true that the Auditor General’s duty had
compelled him on divers occagions to
draw attention to this important matter.

PUR-

QUESTION : AUDITOR GENER;AL’S
REFORT.

Hon. H. G. PARSONS nsked the Col-
onial Secretary, if the Government will
lay the Report of the Auditor General to
30th June, 1898, upon the table of the
House before the Estimates are sub-
mitted. .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
(. Randell) replied: I will read the fol-
lowing answer from the Auditor General :

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary,—As
you are doubtless aware, it is my duty to trans-
mit to Parliament (not the Government} the
statutory report asked for (vide clause 40 of the
S54th Vict., No. 12); but unfortunately my ex-
perience hns taught me that it is beyond the
bounds of possibility to catry out the require-
mente of the Act, owing to the volume of work
to be accomplished, unless the requisite time be



