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Tuesday, 25th October, 1898.

Papers presented--Question: Port Hedland
Beacons -Coolgardia Mining Exhibition
Bill: UMsage from the Governor, Recoin.
inittal for Amendments-Municipal Institu-
thetis Amendment Bill (borrowing, etc.),I se-
cond reading, in Committee, reported-Land
Bill, Legislative. Council's Amendments -
'Miningo Private Property Bill, Legisla-
tive Counil's Amendmnent-Loan Esti-
mates, in Committee, completed end re-
ported-Bankruptcy Act Amendment Bill,

clerical error-Annusal Estimates, Committee
of Ways and 'Means, reported-Appropit
tion Bill, first readng-Mlarriage Ac
Amendment Bill, second reading, in Com-
mittee, third reading--Adjournment, Pro-
rogation arrangements.

Tan SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30

o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the PREMIER: Advertising in News-

papers, Return showing detailed .expendi-
ture, ats ordered.

By the DIRECTOR OF PLUBLIC WORKS
(through the Premier): Architectural
Branch, Return Showing payments to
private architects.

QUESTION: PORT REDLAND BEACONS.
Ma. KINOSMILL asked the Premier:

1, Whether any Steps had been taken
towards the placing of beacons, where
required, at the entrance to Pent Red-
land. 2, When he expected this work
to be finished.

THE PREMIERI (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest), replied : 1, The temporary
beacons put up by Commander Dawson
have been repaired, and are now in good
order. £,430 has been provided on the
Loan Estimates for permanent beacons.
2, It will take about three months to
complete them-

COOLGARDEE NIENING EXHIBITION
BILL.

MESSAGE: RECOMMITTAL.

In accordance with a message received
front the Governor, the Bill was recoin-
naitted for certain amendments.

I-S COMMITTEE.

Ma. HIGHAM said he desired to move
an amendment in clause 1.

THE CHAiRMA N: The Bill had beer
recommitted for the amendments aug
ge sted in His Excellency's message, and
no other amendment could be entertainec
at. this stage.

Clause 2-Power to mortgage:
Ties PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J

Forrest) moved that clause 2 be fin ende.
to read as follows : -

T'he council may from time to time raise an:
sum or sums of money, not exceeding in th
aggregate five thousand pounds, to provid
funds to he applied towards the cost of build
hugs and other improvements to be made on th
4aid land, (or the purposes aforesaid, and ma:
seCtire the repayment thereof, with interest, b;
way of mortgage of the said land, and ma;
guarantee any such loan. Provided that ni
mortgagee. shall be bound or 'required to se,
to the application of such moneys or be affecte,
br the misapplication or non-applicatioi
thereof ; and in case of the exercise by the mort
gages of the power of sale, the purchaser sbal
hold the Maid land freed from the purposes fo
which it shall have. been granted as aforesaid
Provided aso9 thst no security given conde,
the provisions of this Act shal involve th
mayor or counciflors in personal. liability.

The object was to give a better securit]
to those wvho were advancing money.'
although, for his own part, the Bill aNp
peared to be Sufficient as it was, seeiN4
that the value of the land and buildingr
was so much in eicess of the amount au
thorised to he borrowed. At the sami
time, those who wanted to borrow wer
not always the best judges of the securit;
deaired by those who wished to tend
therefore, with a view of facilitating thi
money being obtained on easy terms, ami
at the request of the municipal couaci
of Coolgardie, he moved this motion. H
did not think there could be any objec
tion to the provisions as sent down ii
His Excellency's message.

Ma. MOliGANS: The changes pro
posed by the amending clause reall;
did not affect the question, as far as tb
amount to he borrowed was concerned
and he hoped the Committee would pas
it.

Question put and passed.
New Clause-The provisions of Par

VI1I. of the Municipal Institutions Act
1895 shall not auply to any mone:
raised under this Act:-

[ASSEMBLY.] Recommittal.
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THE PREMIER moved that the clause
be added to the Bill, to stand as clause 3.

Put and passed.
As a consequential amendment, clause

3 was numbered clause 4.
Resolutions reported, report adopted,

and a message transmitted to the Legis-
lative C6uncil requesting their concur-
revee in the amendments.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTONS ACT?
AM-NEN DINENT BILL (No. 2).

B3ORROWINGO POWER AND PRIVATE STREETS.

SECOND BEADINO.

TuE PLREMIER (Right Ron. Sir J.
Forrest), in moving the second reading,
said: The object of the Bill is to em-
power new municipalities3 to borrow
money. A great difficulty is experienced
by new municipalities in providing the
wherewithal to earry on their duties; for
they come into existence with a flourish
of trumpets, and find themselves with-
out any funds at all. It takes some time
to strike a rate, and a rate can, in or-
dinary course, be struck only at a. cer-
tain period of the year; and as munici-
pal councils do not always come into ex-
istence at that timie, the result is that
they have to apply to the Government
for money. The Government have done
their best to, provide new mnun-
cipalities with money so far as regards
the payment of the subsidy; h ut a great
difficulty is experienced by municipali-
ties in every instance where they are
gro-ahead places. I know welt the diffi-
culty experienced by North Freman-
tie, where there was a large population;.
for when the municipality came into ex-
istance it had no money, nor was, there any
Crown land on which to locate municipal
offices, there being no Government re-
serves; and the result was that the council-
lors and others had to pledge their personal
credit, in order to finance the municipality
for a considerable time. Recently the
municipality of Claremont, also, other
~municipalities such as Leederville and
Subiaco, have come into existence under
similar conditions; and as they find they
want funds for carrying on, the Only way
they can obtain funds is to come to the
Government, or give a personal guarantee
to a, bank. It seems to me that while
the provision in the Mfunicipal Institutions
Act, that the p&wer to borrow should be
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liu.ited to ten times the general rate re-
ceived during the previous two yeare, is
very good for the purposes of those mumi-
cipalities that have been in existence for
some time, yet it does not meet the case
of new municipalities, because they have
to wait two years before they can find out
what the general rate has been for the re-
quired period. Although the intention
of the Legislature might have been to pre-
vent new municipalities from borrowing
in the first two years, the statute does
not say so, but says the borrowing power
of a municipality shall be limited to ten
times the o&dinary annual rate for the
past two years. That might have been
very good in years gone by, when muni-
cipalities never thought of borrowing till
perhaps they were 20 years old; but that
does not do now, therefore we Will not
be acting unwisely in allowing a munici-
pality, when it comes into existence, to
borrow at any time during the first two
years of its existence to the extent
of the estimated ordinary annual in-
come of the municipality for the
first two years. For instance, say
a municipality was erected which had
a probabile estimated income of £1,000 a
year; then as soon as it found that its
ordinary income would be likely to be
£2,000 for the first two years, it would
be authorised to borrow £2,000 under
this Bill, subject to the other conditions
of the Municipal Institutions Act. That
is, it would have to go through a certain
procedure and obtain the authority of the
ratepayers. That wd-uld tide it over the
first two. years; and after the first two
years the municipality would, with the
authority of the ratepayers, be able, under
the existing statute, to borrow ten times
the ordinary annual income for the twvo
preceding years. If the law says that a
municipal council, having been erected
for two years, can borrow ten times the
ordinary annual income, I do not think
we are naking too much when we ask
that, during those two years, it shall'be
enabled to borrow to the extent of the
estimated income of the two, years. I
can' see no reason why we should not give
this power. The power to borrow is al-
ways limited by the willingness to lend ;
and, before a, municipality can borrow, it
has to get someone to agree to lend the
money; therefore we should be perfectly
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safe in entrusting this power to new muni-
cipalities.

Ma. SOLOMON (South Fremantle):
I agree with what has been said by the
Premier in regard to the difficulties which
municipalities have to contend with; but
while this Bill is before the House, I
would like to draw attention to
one or two material matters which
will affect the elections and also
the making-up of the rate-book.
Section 73, sub-section (b), of the present
Act refers to proxieb; and suppose a per-
son goes to one of the other colonies, say,
for the races, then it happens that some
of those acting as returning officers have
taken the clause to mean that such per-
son would be disfranchised. Of course
we know perfectly well that those who
are resident in other colonies would not
be entitled to vote here. The question
put is this: " Is the said person now, to
the best of your knowledge and belief,
resident within this colony, and more than
twenty miles from this place V" I think
that whilst we are dealing with this Bill
it will he well, seeing that the elections
are coming on, to settle this question and
determine what is meant by "resident."
Of course we can understand that fi per-
son who has perhaps taken his family
away, and resides in another colony, is
not a resident here; but the question is
whether a person who might be merely
going away from the colony on a. visit is
a resident. It is a matter on which I
ask the Government to assist me, when
in Committee. Another point is in rela-
tion to section 165, which says:-

The Council shall, as soon as, practicable, and
within sixty days after the making up of any
rate-hook, cause notice to be served upon every
owner or occupier whiom name is inserted ini
such book, in the form or to the effect of the
form contained in the seventh schedule to this
Act. TIwo or more properties may be in-
cluded in one notice.

The municipality of South Fremnantle has
increased to such a large extent that we
find it impossible to send out the notices
within the 60 days; and, if the Govern-
ment will aist me, I would like the
period altered to 90 days. This will not
affect the ratepayers in any way, whereas
it will assist the council materially in
making out their rating notices& The
ravte-book has to be made up not later
than the 30th December, and as there are

several days, taking the Christmas holi-
days and Sundays into account, on which
work could not be don;, the time allowed
is less than 60 days. That time is not
sufficient.

THx ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R1.
W. Pennefather): The hon. member's sug-
gestions are undoubtedly worthy of much
consideration, and such amendments
ought to be made ; but having regard to
the close of the session being so near, and
that this short Bill is one of emergency,
as otherwise it would not have been in-
troduced at this late period, I would ask
the hon. member not to press his amend-
ments flow. The Government will, next
session, introduce a Bill to amend the
Municipal Institutions Act, when the
amendments suggested by the hon. mem-
ber, and many more, can be dealt with.

Question put and passed.
Bill read &afseond time.

IN coMMWrE.
Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
New Clause-Public street, minimum,

width:
Taxm PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir 3. For-

rest) moved that the following be added
as a new clause: -

Section 134 of the principal Act is hereby
amended by adding the following words there-
to:-Provided, notwithstanding anythking con-
tained in section 120 of the MI~unicipal Institui-
tions Act of 1895, that the council, with the
consent of the Governor, shall have power to
dedicate to the public use any private street
not less than thirty-three feet in width which
shall have been in unrestricted public use with
vehicular traffic for twelve months ; and after
publication of notice thereof in the 'Govern-
ment Gazeitte,' such dedication shall be deemed
to be valid and complete, and such street shall
thereupon become a public thoroughfare, and
shall be noticed and recorded in the Office of
Titles; and the council shall have full power
and authority over such street, and may ex-
Pend money uipon it in the samne manner as on
any other public street."
The Government were not particularly
concerned in regard to this clause, but
he knew it was an important matter in
several municipalities. Private lands

adjoning amunicipality had been sub-
divided sad perhaps sold in sections for
building purposes, and in some instances
an existing street in the municipality was
continued in alignment through private
land so disposed of; but as this continua-
tion ran through land which had not been
taken over by the municipality, and
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which remained practically private land,
there was a difficulty as to getting it
macadamised. In North Fremantle, for
instance, John street was macadamised
3Mft. wide, and it ran eastward as far as
the boundary of a freehold allotment
raated in the early days of the colony.

That freehold block had since been cut
into sections, and the owner continued
the alignment of Johin-street through his
land as far as the eituary. The council
could not get possession of the continua-
tion of John-street unless the new por-
tion was first macadamised by the owner
or those to whom he had sold allotments.
The owners did not want their street
macadamised at their own expense; but
it was desirable, in the interests of the
general public, that this should be made
a public thoroughfare, and be macada-
mised for the convenience of traffic. In-
stances of this kind occurred all over the
3olony; and unless there was a convey-
ance of the private land to the local coun-
oil, there could be no improvement uiade
on private streets by the council for the
benefit of the public, and even if the
council took over such street, he doubted
whethier they could spend money on it.

TnE ATTORNEY GENERAL: There would
have to be a proclamation.

MmB PREMIER: Such cases caused
serious inconvenience. To take such
land compulsorily -for the purpose of a
public street would be a hardship on the
owner, in some instances, while generally
the public convenience suffered. If an
owner wished to reserve a, line of street,
he miglif put up posts as obstructions, so
that the street could be used only for pedes-
trian traffic, as was the case in some por-
tions of London.

MR. ILLINQWORTH: Suppose the owner
wanted to keep a private street open for
some people, and ibt for the general pub-
lic?

TBE PREMIER: There were cases of
that kind in London, where the streets
were closed for a time periodically to as
sert the right of private ownership.

MR. Owunrm: That was a disadvant-
age.

THE PREMIER: Yes, but it was an ex
pedient which might be used. The new
clause provided that, where a street bad
been open 12 months, it might be taken
over, by the council, with the approval of

the Governor, these being necessary safe-
guards.

Mn. ILLiNowoUTH: That would be done
without obtaining the fee simple.

THE PREIMIER: Yes; the new clauss,

11-ould give to a municipality the right of
user, but tbe fee simple would reinaili as
before, unleis it were voluntarily sur-
rendered by the private owner. If the
owner left such a thoroughfare open for
public use during 12 months, the council
should have power to dedicate that
thoroughfare to public use and to spend
mney on it for making the street traffic-
able. In moat cases, municipalities bad
improved such streets with general con-
currence, and no one was aggrieved; yet
it was desirable that a regular procedure
should be provided, as in the new clause.

MRt. HIGHAM supported the adoption
of the clause, and said that instead of
the minimum being 33ft., he desired to
alter it to 25ft., which would do nolharmi,
as the, taking over of any such street
would be optional with the council. In
Perth and Fremantle, certain lanes bad
been open for more than 12 months, and
were found to be a public convenience:
but many of these lanes wvere not vested
in the local council, although to all in-
tents and purposes they were the pro-
perty of the municipality. It was essen-
tial to give the municipalities the option
of macadamising these lanes or streets to
a, minimum width of 25ft. Ile moved,
as an amendment, that the words "thirty-
three" be struck out and "twenty-five"
inserted in lieu thereof-

MRf. ILLTNG-WORTH said he desired
to move a prior amendment. As this
was to be optional on the part of the
municipal hodie, there could be no ren.-
son for limiting the width of any street
or lane.

THE PEMER: If the width were made
very narrow, the Legislative Council would
probably not pass the Bill. Objections
of that kind bad been raised previously.

Mn. LLINGWORTH: The Municipal
Institutions Act, already defined where
a building could be ereced for residence,
and why should a municipal council he
restricted from taking over a street or
right-of-way of any width t If the coun-
cil desired it and were willing to spend
money on it, that council should have



2600 Municipal Bill: [ASSEMBLY.] Width of Streets.

the right to take over any such street or
lane.

Tits Pnziun: We must be reasonable
in fixing the width, or the Bill would not
pass.

Ma. ILLINGWORTH: There could be
no possible reason in the objection.

Tas PREmniR: T1here might be the
objection, nevertheless.

Ma. ILLINGWORTH: If the council
wished to take over such rights-of-way,
why should they not do so?

Tire PREmIER: That argument w'as rea-
sonable, but not practical.

AIn. ILLINOWORTH: TPhere could I e
no objection to the proposal. It wa., iit
a question of alloVing people to erect
buildings facing such rights-of-war. If
a council chose to take over a tigbriLf-
way only 3ft. wide, there was no reason
why they should not be allowed t-, d,.
S .

MR. A. FORREST: This amnn.ens
should not be pressed. Municipalities
did not want to encourage Oft. 'r I Ott.
rights-of-way. Moreover, the amend-
ment was not necessary at the present
time, as the Bill was only a. small amend-
ing measure which it was necessary to
pass this session, and it would be en-
dangered in another place by such an
amendment. The previous amendment
suggested by the member for Fre-
mantle (Mr. Higham) would meet
the case, and would do away with the
hardships at present suffered by many
ratepayers in Perth, who, owing to living
in streets of less than the requisite width,
could not share in the council's expendi-
ture on streets, though th4 were as

heavily rated as other ratepayers. Rates
could not he legally spent on such streets
at the present time. Let this amend-
ment (Mr. High=am'j be passed, and an
arnehding Bill exhaustively dealing with
this and other questions would be drawn
up at the Municipal Conference which
would meet next year at ]3unbury, and
afterwards the Bill would be submitted
for the approval of Parliament.

HON. H. WV. VENN: What logical ob-
jection could there he to the member for
Central Mfurchigon's amendment, which
was only permissive? There were seve-
ral rights-of-'ayv in Perth, notably in the
vicinity of St. George's Terrace, which it

was desirable the council should take over.
In some cases, the private owner, not
having the right to close the right-of-way,
neglected its upkeep, and it became im-
passable. Occupants of houses abut-
ting on such lanes had a legitimate griev-
ace, and the amendment of the hon.

member would permit the council to take
over* such thoroughfares, if so desired.

MR. HIGEAM: While admitting the
logic of the contention that all rights-
of-way of real benefit to the public should
be taken over and improved by the muni-
cipality, still th~e hon. member (Mr. Iling-
worth) should withdraw his amendment
till an amending Bill could be brought in
next year; and in this way the passing
of th-e present Bill 'would nol be im-
perilled. His (Mr. Higham's) amend-
ment would considerably benefit not only
Perth, but other municipalities, including
North Fremantle. Next year be would
do his best to get the Act amended in the
direction indicated by the hon. member
(Mr.. Illingworth); but his c~vn amiend-
ment would considerably relieve munici-
palities which wished to macadamise or
otherwise improve lanes and small tho-
roughfares which had become, by user,
practically the property of the public.

MR. WILSON supported the amend-
mient of the member for Frenmantle (Mr.
Highani). In Fremantle there were cer-
tain roads only 25ft. wide which, in the
interests of the inhabitants, should be
taken over by the council. While agree-
ing also that most rights-of-way now in
existence might, with direct benefit to the
public, be taken over by municipalities,
it would be dangerous to give councils
such wide powers in this Bill, for an op-
portunity would then be afforded to ow,,-
ere of private property to cut up their
estates -by narow rights-of-way, which
would be detrimental to the neighbour-
hood generally, and then pressure wou~d
be brought to bear on the municipality
to take over such thoroughfares.

MR. ILINGWORTrH: The Act prevented
that.

AIR. WJ' LSON: Unfortunately the prac-
tice had existed. Next session, a fur-
ther amendment could be made for en,-
abling municipalities to take over existing,
rkhts-of-way-sav, ftbbse thoroughbfares
which had been in existence for 10 or 20
years--and limiting rights-of-way con-
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structed in tLhe future to a certain mini-
muma width.

Ma. OLtIHAM: This was a. burning
question in Perth1 where the council wiere
collecting rates from people without
power to give, such ratepayers anything
in return therefor. This state of affairs
was outrageous. He supported the

*amendment of the maember for Fremantle
(Mr. Highamu), and the remarks of the
member for the Canning (Mr. Wilson).
The other amendment for taking over all
rights-of-way might induce property-
owners to cut up their estates in a man-
ner which would throw upon local couna-
cils the burden of effecting improvements
on them.

MR. ILLINONTORTH: That would be im-
possible.

MR. OLDUAM: Nor was it desirable
that the streets in a, new municipality
should be of less than a reasonable width.

MR. I~usowowRn: The Act prevented
any such result.

AIR. OLDHAM: Experience proved that
the Act did not prevent these abuse&
If the Act prevented them, how was it
that so tnaii estates had been cut up in
this way during the past few years?

Ma L]OOT:Not since the Act
was passed.

Mm. OLDHAM: Yes, since the Act
was passed. He hoped the, Committee
would not in any way jeopardisec this
amendment in the' interests of people
who could not help themselves, and that
a Bill would be brought in next sesawon
which would prevent owners from cut-
ting up land in a manner not conducive
to the well-being of the community.

MR. LLLINGWORTH: This was a. pro-
pogaii to enlable local t-ouncils to ta'ke
over existing streets. The principal
Act forbade any wan to cuitiup land with-
nut complying with the necessatry restric-
tions--2Oft. for a right-of-way, and 30ft.
for a street. He had too much interest
in obtaining a, removal of this disability
to imperil this Bill in any way. This had
been quite a burning question. He knew
of streets in this city -9Jft. wide, and the
council were collecting rates. There
were some streets from 50 up to 100
links, and the council had no power to
ex-pend money upon them. If it was
thought that the proposal 'would imperil
the Bill, he was quite willing to give way,

and support the amendment of the, morn
her foi Fremantle.

Amendment (Mr. Highs i's) put and
passed, and thbe clause as amended agreed
to.

Title:
Mab. SOLOMON: The elections would

be coming on shortly, and he asked the
Attorney General to give an interpreta-
tion of sub-section b, section 73, of the
Municipal Institutions Act?

THT ATTWORNEY GENERAL: Mem-
bers would know that no expression of
opinion which fell from him would be
binding on the minds of the court which
had to interpret that section of the Act;
but he knew what the hon. member was
driving at. He (the Attorney General)
took it that one view hoeld was that where
at person gave & proxy for a limited time,
and went away for a, trip, say to one of
the other coloniesy, inasmuch as he wet.
out of the colony he could not be resi-
dent in it. That, however, was. a very
narrow interpretation, and in his opinion
the courts would not consider it ia that
narrow sense, but would say that so long
as that inan had an intention of return-
ing, and was only away for a brief period,
he was still a resident, though technically
absent.

Title put and passed.
Bill reported with. an amendment, and

the report adopted.

LAND BILL.
LEOI1SLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Schedule of t6 amendments, made by
the Council, considered.

IN COMITTEE.

No. 1, clause 3, paragraph 6, line 3,
strike out "stock" and insert in lieu
thereof "and small stock, including sheep,
but not including pigs or gnats:

THE PREMIER (Right Ron. Sir J. For-
test): Clause 3 of the Bill stipulated that
'fence" meant any substantipl fence, not
bieing a brush fence, proved to the satis-
Faction of the Minister to he sufficient to
resist the trespass of great stock. By
this amendment it was proposed that the
fence should be sufficient, not only to
resist the trespass of great stock, but
small stock, including sheep, but not in-
cluding pigs or goats. It was a very
important matter. He was not prepared
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to ask members to object to the amend-
ment, but he would like them to consider
it. At one time such an amendment
would have been altogether unacocept-
able; but now it was not so bad, because
for the most part, people erected wire
fencing, and had gone to much additional
expense to put up one more wire, or to
make the fence lower for resisting large
stock and also sheep. He supposed all
members agreed that the better the sort of
fence that was put up, the more secure
the property would he made. Uncer
existing arrangements he did not think
the expense would be much greater, see-
ing that the price of wire was low, and -it
was almost as cheap to put up a fence to
keep out sheep as cattle. As he had
said, he was not inclined to oppose the
amendment.

Question put and passed, and the
Council's amendment agreed to.

No,&. 2 to 25, inclusive-agreed to.
No 26-Clause 96, -strike out "ten

shillings" and insert "seven shillings and
sixpence!":

TiE PREMIER moved that this amend-
nient be not agreed to. The intention
of it was to reduce the rent in the North-
West division of the colony from 10s.
per 1,000 acres to 7s. 6d. ; and by the
next amendment. it was proposed to do
the satme in the Kimberley Division. His
opinion was that neither of these pro-
posals should be agreed to. It seemed
to him that those who had moved
ini the matter in the Council did
not understand the question clearly,
in so amending the Bill as to reduce the
rents in the North-West division and the
Kimberley Division, leaving the Gascoyne
(now called the Western Division) una-l-
tered. In making this alteration the
Council evidentlyv overlooked the fact that
the Kimberley Division had a stocking
clause, which did not apply to any other
part of the colony; and as most of the
pastoral stations there were nqw stocked,
the effect of that clause was to redutce
their rents to 5a. a thousand acres: Prob-
ably the mover of the amendment in the
Council did not know there was a stock-
ing clause in operation, and other mem-
bers seemed to have overlooked it, and
they evidently regarded the question as
one of reducing the rent froum l0s. to, 7s.
6d. He did not think the Kimuberley dis-

trict was superior to the North-West Divi-
sion ; and for that reason, together with
the fact that Kimberley had a stocking
clause, the amendment should not be
agreed to. A further reason was that
the North-AWert Division was one of the
oldest pastoral districts in the colony,

Icontaining a, laige quanztity of splendid
pastoral country -with rich soil, and in
good seasons certainly that district was
superior to any other part of the colony.
Most of the runs were fenced and im-
proved, and bad been held for a quarter
of a century. Of course he could not
forget that Eke district was subject to
bad seasons ;but? o-3 the other hand, the
lessees there were going to have an ex-
tended t~nure of 30 years and to have
protection for all their improvements;
therefore he did not think any exception
should be made in their favour as com-
pared with any other part of the colony
It shiould be remembered also that the
lessees fif the more settled parts of the
colony haed to pay LI per thousand acres,
and they had no security of tenure, while
tiihre was also the right of free selection
over their leaseholdsa; therefore lie really
thoughit the settters in the North-West
Division could not argue that an excep-
tion should be muade. in their favour as
compared with the. Gascoyne district, or
what wae now called the Western Divi-
sion.

Mo ion-tha the Council's amendment
be not agreed to--put and passed.

No. 27-Clause. 98, strike out "ten
shillings" and insert "seven shillings and
sixpence";

TnE PREMIER moved that the amend-
inent be not agreed to, for the game rea-
sons as he had already stated.

Motion put and passed, and the Coun-
cil's amendment not agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 28 to 46-agreed to.
Resolutions reported, and the report

adopted.
Reasons for objecting to the Council's

amendments No. 26 and 27 were drawn
up by a Committee consisting of the,
Hon. H. B. Lefroy, Mr. Morgans, and Sir
1. Forrest, and adopted as follow: -

The rent is not excessive, seeing that the
term of the leasie has been extended for 30
years, and that many of the leases effect-ed
lhavs been much improved. 2, Should the re-
duction be made in t-he North-West and Kim-
berley divisions, it would require extending

rASSE BLY I
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to the Western and other divisions, which is
not desirable. 3, The reduction proposed
would adversely affect the revenue.

Message accordingly transmitted to the
Legislative Council.

MLINING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY BiL.L
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT,

The Legislative Council having re-
turned the Bill with one amendment, the
same was now considered.

IN COMMITTEE.
Clause 22, line 3, strike out "or adjo-in-

ing or abutting on":
THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. H.

B. Lefroy) moved that the Council's
amendment be not agreed to. Possibly
the Council did not fully understand why
these words were placed in the clause.
No doubt it was difficult to comprehend
the clause, without going thoroughly into
the provisions of the whole Bill from be-
ginning to end. The clause provided
that a person who had taken up a lease
within a municipality, giving him a right
tor mine below the surface, might take,
for maining purposes, the whole of any
private land belonging to, one owner with-
in the boundaries of, or adjoining or
abutting on, such claim or lease. The
clause had reference only to. mining below
the surface. A man might take up a
lease in a municipality with the right to
mine to & depth of 200ff. below the sur-
face, but he could not get there unless
he had a right to commence operations
on the surface of the ground. 'hi~s
clause enabled him, with the consent of
the owner and on paying comlpensation.
to take the, land adjoining or abutting
on the lease, if he could not agree with
the owner of the land that he had actu-
ally leased. It might happen that the
land the miner had leased w.ould be
covered with buildings, while the land
adjoining it might be unoccupied.

MR- IwINoWORTH.: The lease might be
in respect of land lying entirely beneath
a street.

TnEt MINISTER OF MINES: Pre-
cisely: and the clause would enable the
miner to take up a piece of land adjoin-
ing the street hr ordereto get to his lease
lyifi below the street's surface.

Motion put and passed, and Council's
amendment disagreed to.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

Reii-ons. for objecting to the Council's
amendment were drawn up by a commit-
tee consisting of the H1on. R. W, Penne-
father, Mr. Tllingworih, and the Hon. H.
B. Lefroy, and adopted as follow :. -

The words are necessary to enable the owner
of a lease to obtain land adjoining his pro-
perty to sink a shaft, and erect buildings on
it, when the owner of the land demised is
willing to allow mining under his land, but
nut on the surface, as the property may have
valuable buildings thereon.

Message accordingly transmitted to the
Legislative Council.

MOTION: LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On the motion Of Ma. MONGER, leae Of

absence for one fortnight was granted to
the member for the Murray (Mr. George),
on the ground of sickness

lOAN ESTTMATES, 1898-9.
On the motion of the PREMIER and

TasAs3Casa, the House res~olved into Coin-
mittee to consider the Estimates of ex-
penditure from loan funds for the finkan-
cial year ending Jume 30th, 1899.

IN COMMrsTrn.

Vote, Departmenfal, 461,814 Its. 3d.:
THE PREMIER and TREASURER

(Right Hon. Sir J. Forrest), in moving
the firsj item, said :-In Moving that
the Committee do now consider the Esti-
ilates of expenditure from loan funds for
the 12 'months ending 30th June, 1899,
I do not propose to say much, for I think
it unnecessary to do so. The Loan Es-
titnates are submitted to Parliament with
two objects--perhaps with more than
two. One object is that the House may
have an absolute control over thoe salaries
of persons employed by the Government
and paid from loan, funds; and the next
is that the House may have an absolute
control over the works that have to be
carried out from loan during the current
year. Of course, hon. members are aware
that the Loan Estimates do not initiate
any new works, the works comprised in
these Estimates having all been approved
by this House under Loan Acts; so that
no question. of policy comes in, when dis-
cussing the Loan Estimates& The only
question of policy, if it can be called a
policy, is whether the country shall1
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spend loan moneys which are legally
available, or whether it Shall not do so.
When I said no policy comets in, I meant
to say that no question of new works
to be undertaken arises in the discussion
of the Loan Estimates. All questions
connected with policy have been settled
beforehand. I may say the desire of the
Government, at the present time, is
not to spend mere loan money
than is absolutely necessary. We
do not want to spenad amy more loan
money during the current year than we
are compelled to do, and with that object
I have done my beat to reduce the Esti-
mates; hut with all my desire to reduce
them, I have not been able to make them
lower than the total of nearly £1,400,000.
The works are so much in hand that it
is impossible to reduce further. 'Meme-
hers, will at once see how it is proposed.
to spend this money. Passing over the
departmental, that is the employment of
officers, we find it is proposed that rail-
ways and tramways shall absorb
£539,145; of which £180,979 is for
rolling-stock. Of course a good deal of
the money is already expended, in works,
going on; but it has all to be legally pro-
vided for during the current year. Then
there are harbour and river improvements,
the estimated cost being £259,669, of
which £100,000 is for the harbour works
at Frenmantle, £30,000 for the B1unbury
breakwater, £15,500 for the Caraavon
jetty, £13,500 for the Port -Hedland
jetty and approach road, £5,500 for the
Wyndham jetty, £97,000 for the Bunbury
jetty, £5,000 for the Ashburton jetty, and
£65,000 for dredges and barges. These
dredg-es and barges. are for the Frem antic
harbour works, and are just about being
completed. They will soon be on their
way to the colony. On water supply
and sewerage for towns it is proposed to
expend £29,000, £12,000 being for
sewerage for Perth and Fremantle. it
is proposed to spend £,250,000 on the
Coolgardie 'water supply scheme. I
think that is the loiwest amount we could
estimate to spend this year, and in fact
in my opinion the expenditure is rather
under-estimated than over-estimated. On
the development of goldfields. and mineral
resources it is proposed to spend
£1 19,246, made up as shown on p~age 16
of the Estimates, On roads and bridges

we propose to spend £8,000, and for tht
development of agriculture (administered
by the Lands Department) £C5,000. In
regard to immigration, on which we dto
not propose to spend much, the estimatei
is £2,000. Then there is £100,000 for
charges and expenses of raising loans,
which realty means the discount on loans,
From pages 20 to 29, inclusive, there ar..
returns sho-wing the probable state o.
the loan undertakings on the 30th June,
1899, and the anticipated progress of the
works during the year, the progress made
during the past year also being indicated,
and the arrangement is, I think, avery
valuable one- I beg to move the adop-
tion of the firsC item.

[Debate ensued on the Loan Estimates
generally.]

Mat. DOHERTY, referring to items
"Assistant Engineer-in-Chief, £800," and
"Cement tester, £300;' asked the Dire:.-
tor of Public Works to give some, infor-
mation.

THB DIRECTOR OF' Pu13LIC WOaKS
It was desirable the hon. member should
say what information he wvanted.

U. DOELERTY: In regard to the AE-
sistant Engineer-in-Chief, what was the
reason for his resignation? What was
his position with. regard to the depart-
ment generally?

Tax DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC'
WORKS:- During the past few days this
officer had tendered his. resignation, and
the Government had now no intention of
filling up the post again. Of course the
object was, as far as possible, to recon-
struet the. whole department of the Engdi-
neer-in-Chief. Though the Assistant En-
gineer-in-Chief had thought fit during the
past few days to tender his resignatio'n,
the salary was provided upon the Esti-
mnates for the whole a-f the year: but it
was not intended to, expend the total
amovnt.

At 6.24 p.m. the CR&Anx-t left the
chair.

At 7.30 the OmssnA resumed the
chair.

Tan DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (resuming): Replying further
to the question of the member for North
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Fremnantle (Mr. Doherty), the Assistant
Engineer-in-Chief, in resigning, had de-
cided to take this step only within the
last few days, and no doubt he had his
own reasons for doing so. His salary had
been provided in the Estimates for the
year; but a. question of granting three
months' leave was now under considera-
tion, and, if the request were acceded to,
a portion of the salary would thus be ab-
sorbed. This officer had been in the
service for soii time, and performed his
duties satisfactorily in connection with
the harbour works at Fremantle as resi-
dent engineer. During the time when the
traffic difficulty became so serious at
Fremantle, a special effort was made to
provide increased accommodation in the
river, and at that period Mr. McDonald
being then in charge of the work, made
strenuous efforts to overcome the diffi
culty, and it was greatly owing to his
energy that the difficulty was overcome
in so satisfactory a manner. The Govern-
ment did not intend to fill the position
again, and the office would be abolished
entirely as part of the reorganisation of
tie Engineer-in-Chief's Department; con-
sequently a saving on this and some other
items would be effected, though he would
not ask the Committee to interfere with
the items as printed, b leave the de-
partment to effect such economy as was
practicable, upon his assurance that no
amount would be expended unnecessarily.
As the larger works were being finished.
and the only large work in hand would
then be tbe Coolgardlie goldfields water
schemne, it was not considered necessary
to continue the office of Assistant Engi-
neer-in-Chief.

MR. DOHERTY: The remarks of the
Minister came with a good grace in con-
nection with this officer, and it was grati-
fying to hear that he had performed good
service for the colony. Referring to the
item of £300 for cement tests, he under-
stood the officer who had been doing this
work was not now in the service. Was
it intended to continue this position I The
testing of cement, especially in view of
the large amount which would be re-
quired for the Coolgardie water scheme,
was very desirable.

THE DIRECTOR OF PILIC
WORKS: The officer previously filling
the position as tester of cement had re-

signed, and another was appointed in
his place, as the testing of cement would
be necessary in carrying out the Cool-
gardie water scheme, where a large quan-
tity of cement would be used.

Item, Stores manager, £250:
MR. HOLMES: Salaries for a stores

manager and & staff had already been
passed in the general Estimates.

THE DIRECTOR OF PraUC Womca
Those items in the general Estimates had
reference to the Railway Department
only.

Ma. HOLMES: On these Loan Esti-
mates there was a proposed increase in
the expenditure of £885. Was it neces-
sar-v to have these stoes officers in addi-
tion to those in the Railway Department,
and was it necessary to increase the
staffI

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The Stores Depatmnent pro-
vided for in these Estimates was connect-
ed with Public Works, and was distinct
from Railway stores. The hon. member
would notice, in the report, that some, of
'the officers tbad been dispensed with ;
also, since ihe Estimates had been
framed, others were dispensed with. The
duties of this branch included not only
the care and distribution of stores, but
looking after the property of the depart-
ment, which wvas very considerable, all
over the colony. Some record must be
kept of such property, so as to keep in
tonch witli officers entrusted with Goy-
erment stores. In the report of the
department, it would be found that he
(the Director) was iii favour of remodel-
Ling the stores branch altogether ;and
ultimately, when this had been arranged.
it might be possible to dispense with the
Public Works stores branch, or rather
to amalgamate it with the general stores
of the colony; but, until that could be
done, this branch must be retained. Bon.
members would he glad to hear that a
rule had been made to the effect that no
department coatld purchase stores except
through this branch. Previously the
various departments, after having obtain-
ed authority to do so, bought their stores
from private merchants, if they could not
get them from the departmental contrac-
tor. The practice was now a ihine of
the past, and every requisition had to
pass thrbugh this branch. The innova-
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tion had resulted in a considerable sav-
ing, which probably amounted to more
than the salaries of the stores branch
officers; and the work was being done
much more systematicaly than under the
old system.

Mat. DOHERTY: It was pleasant to
hear that acme alteration had been made
in the system of buying stores for the
Government departments. It was cur-
rently reported and believed that a good
deal of money had Eeen wasted in this
direction; in fact, it was publicly stated
that officers wh& bought goods for their
departments frequently received com-
missions from the sellers. These things
were not pleasant to hear, nor were they
pleasant to repeat in this House; never-
theless the rumour was current in Perth
and Fremantle. Another statemaent cur-
rent was thiil the piles used in the con-
struction 6f the new wharf it Fremantle
had been bought at 2s& 6d. per foot;
whereas they could have been procured
from any firm in the trade for Is. 3d.
The purchase of Government stores
should be absolutely in the hands of one
department, in charge of one man, whose
remuneration should be sufficient to keep
him honest, or honest enough to decline
commissions from firma with which the
departmenkt dealt.

TfM PasEMia: Nothing would keep an
unprincipled man honest.

Ma. DOHERTY: Unfortunately that
was true; nevertheless,: if the buying
department were strictly organised, ir-
regularities could be immediately do-
tected; but when purchases were made
by many individual officers throughout
the colony, the Government must fre-
quently pay more than was necessary.

Tax DIRECTOR OF WORKS: With
regard to the piles of which the bon.
member spoke, there was undoubtedly a
great difference between the price pead
for them and the price at which the con-
tractors should have delivered them; but,
when those piles were required, the con-
tractors were unable to deliver them, for
they were the general contractors to the
Government for the supply of timber in
the different parts of the colony, and
could not fill this particular order, owing
to the great demand existing at the
time. Hence the department had to go
outside the contractors and purchase the

piles elsewhere. The arrangement was
wade for the purpose of expediting the
work, and none regretted more than he
that a higher price had to be paid. The
difference in price was nt so gr-eat as 50
per cent. There was, in respect of the
very long piles, a, difference probably of
30 per cent. in price; but with regard to
the shorter ones, there was no such great
difference between the contract price and
the actual figure paid. He assured the
hon. member that this occurrence could
hardly be repeated, because the depart-
mental arrangements had been much im-
proved, and the supply of timber had
greatly increased. With regard to the
hon. member's suggestion as to the pur-
chasing of Government stores, the pre-
sent arrangements would prevent the pur-
chasing by, officers outside the stores
branch. The officer in charge of that
branch was carrying out his work econo-
mically and systemaitically, and in a
style which gave much satisfaction.

Mx. WILSON: All would admit there
were times, in the course of construction
of public works, when the matter of price
was not so much the question for con-
sideration as speed in delivery. No
doubt the deportment was in that posi-
tion when the timber for piles was pur-
chased. But how was it thait not only
those piles, but nearly all the timber for
the department, was purchased from one
firmI It appeared that, for about 12
months, the whole of the timber was pur -
chased at a very excessive price.

Tax PnauaE: Other firms, it was said,
could not supply it.

Ma. WILSON: Apparently no other
firm got & chance.

THE Punsixa: Oh, no.
Ma. WILSON: Undoubtedly, all the

mills in the colony were very busy.
Tnsz Pans: And no doubt they made

a good deal out of the, Government.
Maz. WISON:- But no other timber

merchants in the colony had the chance
of supplying timber to the Government :
and the excessive price paid for piles was
a mere bagatelle compared with the price
paid for timber generally.

Taxz Pnmmn: To Messrs. Millar Bros.?
Ma& WILSON: Yes. The Government

stores required careful supervision, which
they had not received in the past. He
would like to knbw definitely when the

. (ASSUMBLY.3 east of Piles,
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Director of Works proposed to take ttock.
In reply to certain questions asked in
the House, it was stated that stock had
not been taken since 1890.

THEM DIREOTIhR OF WORKS: At Ihe
time that question was answered., the stock
sheets had not been prepared; but the
resent removal of the stores at Fremantle
to the new premises had enabled the de-
partment. to take stock correctly.

Mat. WILSON: Since the 13th Septern
ber ?

THE DIRECTOR OF WORKS: No:
hb stock-taking was then in progress.

Mna. WILSON: Had stock been taken
sinice the 13th September7

Tn DIRECTOR OF WORKS: No;
stock-taking was going on. flow.

MA, WILSON: It was most serious
that there had been no stock-taking of
half a million pounds' worth of stores
since 1890.

TNE PRLEMIER: The department was
moving into, new premlises, and was tak-
ing stock of all goods as brought in.

MR. WILSON: There was supposed to
be half a, million pounds' worth of stores
in stock.

TgE Dntsc'ron or Woaxe: £400,000
wo-rth.

fo01. H. W. VBNN: The Audit Depart-
ment satisfied itself on the question of
stock in hand.

MRt. WILSON: NO; the Audit Depart-
nwent did not do so. The Auditor Gene-
ral ought to have insii-tcd on stock being
taken, but he hid not done so. That
was in evidence. There was in the Fina-
cial Statement an alleged asset of
£518,000 represented by stock, and the
possibilities were that the actual value
of that item was £350,000.

Tnm Djncosr OF Wouss: No; the
actual value was much more than that.

Mat. WILSON: Nothing had been
written off for depreciation for eight years.
The asset was kept up at the invoice
value. As an instance, Lhere was cer-
tain machinery bought for use in connec-
tion with a, bridge at Fremantle. The
work was not carried out, the machinery
was put into stock, and lay there for
several years. Had not that machinery
depreciated I

Tnm Picnau: There was some charge
made by the stores for contingencies, he
believed.

MR, WILSON: No; the Premier's re-
ply to the question to which he referred
was that nothing had been written off
for depreciation.

Tnm PasMaan: But the storekeeper had
some rule to the effect. that he did not
charge the exact price of the goods.

Us. WILSON: But that hadl nothing
to do with the value of the stores as set
down in the Financial Staemnent. That
value -was -not ,affected by any charge
made by the stores manager when handling
the stocki.

Tn[ PRtana: If he sold, he wanted
20 per cent.

Mu. WILSON: It was the poor, long-
suffering public again. If they wanted
to buy at £5, the person who sold wanted
them to pay £,6. We had this enormous
quantity of stock put down at full invoice
value, and he would guarantee that if
stock were taken by an independent per-
son, it would be found there was 25 per
cent, depreciation; and instead of there
being £518,000 worth of stock, there
would not be actual value for X1OO,000.

Tas PREMIER: The stuff was being
shifted, and we would have, a good report.

MR. WILSON: It was a. matter for re-
gret that the House would be prorogued
before that report could be produced.

THE DIRECTOR OF WORKS: There
was no, better onportunity than that now
afforded for taking stock. Although itwas
stated some time ago that stock had not
been taken, that allegation only referred
to the question as regarded the audit. The
opportunity now afforded in removing the
stock from the old position to the new
would result in complete stock-sheets be-
ing prepared, and a6 correct balance show-
ing the value. With regard to depre-
ciation, if the hon. member would look
into the matter he would find that it was
not so great as supposd, because the
item included £100,000 worth of rails,
and those rails would not depreciate any-
thin ' at all, but would lie n-vatilahle for
the works in the colony, and consequently
they would be charged to, the various
votes immediately they were put, into the
requirements of those different works
Then there were many of the Others, in-
cluding steel, iron, and wire, and mnate-
rials of various kinds, so that the
depreciation could not be very great. A
very good report would he shown. Since

Loan Edimates - [25 OCTOBER, 1898.]
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the return was issued, a great deal of
that stock had been used and charged to
the various votes, and, in fact, he thought
that what was now left was of the value
of something under £300,000.

Item passed.
Item, allowances and travelling ex-

pense, £5,000 :
MR. DOHER7Y: This amount seemed

to be very heavy. We did not know in
wshat particular way the money was to be
used. He fet diffident about saying
anything in relation to these items, be-
cause his words might be criticised by
some Government official to-miorrow or
the next day. It was quite possible that
those gentlemen who received the allow-
ances and travelling expenses might call
a meeting togethrer, and condemn him
as a, representative of the people for tak-
ing any exception to an itemn in this
House. If a&member of Parliament was not
to be allowed a free band, and wa~s not
to be independent, God help the country.
If one could not stand up and express an
opinion about any item the Government
might introduce or show upon the Esti-
mates, responsible government ceased.
He referred to the action taken by the
locomotive suporintendent's workmen in
condemning a member of this House.

MRi. ILINowo~rT: Why did not the
hon. member bring it up as a question
of privilege I

Tim PREMIER: There were 500 of them.
MR. DOHERTY: It would probably in-

timidate a member on a future occasion
from really speaking his mind, if he did
not happen to be independent. Without
doubt, this matter would come before the
Director of Works, and for the sake of
the honour of the Hlouse and the inde-
pendence of members, he (Mr. Doherty)
hoped the bon. gentlerm would deal
with it as he ought. It was the same
as if a grocer had a manager, and the
assistants came out and said the manager
was a very fine fellow. The public
might not properly understand the ques-
tion, and might be led to think some in-
jury was being done. When that item
was brought before the Committee, it
was not the individual man he objected
to, but he strongly objected to an amount
of £2,100 being paiJ for the same work
as was previously carried out for £500.
£1,600 was an itemn, in this country.

[THE PREMIE: Hear, hear.] And while
that item was being added to the Esti-
mates some workmen in the Government
stores bad their wages reduced to the ex-
tent of Is. to 2s. per day, the men who
could least afford it being those who had
to submit to a reduction. He hoped
the Minister would give some idea of the
action be intended to take with regard
to public servants trying to intimidate
members of the House.

Tin DIRECTOR OF WORKS: £5,000
was for allowances and travelling ex-
penses. It would be found that the
amount was very much less than that
last year, and although £5,000 was en-
tered, the Government woul~ endeavour
as far as possible to keep expenditure
down. If we were going to carry out'the
work, of course we musi make provision
for travelling and other expenses. With
regard to the other matter, perhaps it
wvas better not to bring it up. Although
the hon. member said he was alluding
to the item and not to the officer, yet he
had stated that it was a-man named Camp-
bell, whom he did not know personally,
and who was the wrong sort of man for
him to associate with. He (the Minister)
thouight, the hon. member did refer to the
person, and it was unfortunate that he al-
luded to him in the way he did.
He, (the Minister) had not received any re-
solutions, but when those resolutions came
before himn, he would deal with them ashe
thought they ought to be dealt with. With
all deference to. Mr. Campbell, he was of
opinion that mass meetings of this kind
were more of a disadvantage. Although
the men no doubt had taken an exceptional
course in showing their disapproval, still
the remarks of the hon. menibex called
forth from these men an expression of
feeling. As he (the Minister) had said,
when the hon. member made the remarks
referred to, he was very sorry the erpres-
sions had been used ; and he thought the
hon. member himself would agree that,
whilst fair criticism should be exercised
and everything be said that should be
uttered with regard to these, matters, it
was just as well not to deal with indivi-
duals in the way that officer was dealt
with. It was rather unfortunate that the
meeting had been held ; and, as he had
mid, when the resolutions came before
him, he would take the course which he

Travelling Allowances, etc.[ASSEMBLY.]
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deemed beat. Hle did not think they
wvere of ay advantage to the officer con-
cerned.

Item passed.
Other items agreed to, and the vote

passed.
Railways and Tramways, L£539,145

13s. 9d.:
Item, Kalgoorlie-Boulder railway,

26,073 13s. 9d.:;
MR. MORAN asked the Minister for in-

formation.
TaE DIRECTOR OF WORKS: Mlost

of the money had been spent, so there was
not very.- much available. What was
available was required for various works
in progress, and for works which it was
contemplated to carry out.

Item passed.
Item, Additions and improvements to

opened railways, £47,547 Is. Od.
MR. LEAKE: £301,000 was expended

up to June 30th ; but in the general es-
timates of receipts and expenditure the
amount expended on railways was
£827,000. What was the mneaning of
that?

TFn DIREcTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
£827,000 was the whole amount avail-
able; and that amount bad been ex-
pended, loe the £47,0.00.

THE PRnmxa: £e821,000 was from the
beginning, about 1896, he thought.

Ma. LEASE: It was not the yearly ex-
penditurel

THE PNmn: The £47,000 was the
balance.

MRa LEAICE, referring to Rolling stock,
X180,979 1.56. id. : Presumably, this was
an addition. What was the nature or the
additions and improvements?

Tan DIRECTOR OF WORKS: That
was a different thing, relating to various
works in connection with the lines gener-
ally. For instance, all classes of addi-
tions, such as siding platformos, station
buildings, and anything necessary to be
carried out on lines constructed, and on
which additions were required. There
had been a relaying of various lines. We
had relaid 50 miles of the Yilgnrn line,
costing some £12,000, which had been
expended out of the £947,000, and there
had been other work in connection with
relaying.

MR. LEASE: Was it proposed to carry
out these additions and improvements
upol railways on the same scale of magni-
ficence as had been indulged in during the
last few months; particularly on the
B~ridgetown railwayI

TSB; DIRECTOR OF WORKS: That was
railway construction.

MR. LEAKE: That might be SO, but
all these buildings would require to be
added to and improved.

MA. WILSON: 'Did the Premier say
the expenditure of £827,000 on opened
railways had taken place from 18967

Tim PanmnR: Fromt the time we con-
solidated all our loans.

MR. WILSON: In about two years?
THE PnznnR: Yes.
MaWILSON: We had only opened

about 300 miles of railways during that
time. How could that expenditure have
been incurred I

TLE DIRECTOR OF WORKS: 'There
was £170,000 for water supply in connec-
tion with these lines, new tanks having
to be built right away from Chidlow's
Well to Kalgoorlie, and that sum was in-
cluded in the amount. referred to. There
was also £210,000 for land resumption
in different parts of the colony, and if
members put the two items together they
would see, these amounted to about
£400,000. In addition to that, we had
to carry out works which should have
been carried out originally from the con-
struction vote. At Kalgoorlie, for in-
Stance, we had to carry out-works at a
cost of £30,000; for when the new line
was designed there was not sufficient ac-
commodation provided, and not enough
money voted to carry out the various
w~orks; consequently funds had to come
from the "additions and improvements"
vote. In addition to that there had
been croGcings to be provided for on vari-
ous lines, these involving a large expen-
diture; and numerous works besides had
been carried out. On the Great South-
erm railway, when taken over, we had to
relay a great portion with new sleepers,
which cost about £13,000

Ma. EWING: Could the Minister say
ho"- much had been spent on the elabor-
ate stations in and about Perth, and on
the railway lines generally? The hon.
gentleman said the sum of £400,000 of
this item was expended last year.
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THE DIRECTR Or PUBLIC WORKS:
Not last year, but during the last two
years.

MR. EWI NG: A large amount had been
expended in resuming land. He noticed
from the items last year, and previously,
that a very large sum was voted under dif-
ferent headings, for the purpose of pay-
ing for land resumption. No doubt the
Minister spoke advisedly when he said
£210,000 had been spent on resuming
l and; but surely he, could not have spent
the amount on resumption represented
by the various votes passed in this House,
together with an additional £210,000
which was wrapped up in this item. We
had no particulars at all. If this money
had been spent for land resumption, it
should appear in some way under a head-
ing which members could understand.

THE Dnwacoat OF PUnLIC WORKS:
In the annual report for this year and
last, particulars were given.

MR. EWING: Surely the Minister did
not expect members to, go through tue
whole of the Public Works elaborate re-
ports prepared by his officials, which
would take some weeks to understand, let
alone weeks of reading. If £210,000
was paid for land resumption under this
item, it should appear in Such a way that
members would be able to criticise the
expenditure. He was at a. loss to, under-

sndwhy it should be necessary to wrap
uip, the expenditure in such a way that
members could not tell what they were
debating.

Tim PREmiER: If members would not
take any trouble to read the reports, they
might not understand these items. The
reports were provided for mejabers to
read.

Ma. EWING: Could any hon member
ho expected to know where to find infor-
ination explaining the amnounts expended
for resumption of land? A private mem-
her could not be expected to look in the
departmental reports for such informa-
tion.

Tin PREMIER:- Members should give
some time to their public duties, surely.

Mnt. EWING: But the Ministry should
not make the duties of members more
onerous than they oughit to he, hut should
bring down their Estimates in such a form
that any ordinary member could under-
stand them. The explanation of the Dir-

ector of Works showed that this item was,
undoubtedly misleading, especially in re-
gard to the £,210,000 expended on land
resumption and not on improvements to
opened railways& On these items the
'Minister had not given to members% the
opportunity they should justly and rear
sona~bly look for.

THE DIRECTOR OP WORKS: If the
hon. member expected him to be a. walk-
ing enoycloptedia of general information,
the hon. member was mistaken. In the
reports of the department for the last
two years, a, full account was given of
what had been done in the resumption of
land and in other expenditure; and in
the report for this year the samie infor-
mation was given in a clear manner, and
this was all that the department could be
expected to do in supplying information
to members. He would only be too
pleased to answer any question in refer-
ence to any special item, but he could not
be expected to, supply all the information
which was alreajly contained in the an-
nual report laid before Parliament. He
could not be expected to give all the de-
tails of land resumption in connection
with this item, when those details were
already before hon. members in a full
form, if they would look at them in the
annual repoit. dreat care and attention
were given to the prenarstion of that
report, -for making the information as
clear as possible in relation to the whole
of the proceedings of the Public Works
Department.

MR. LEAKE: The Mfinister did not
appear to understand the hon. member's
criticism. He meant that these Esti-
mates and reports were more calculated
to mislead than inform the Hfouse.

Tim ATToRNEY GENERAL: The hon
member did not say that.

A. LEAKE: No; the hon. member
did not say it, hut he (Mr. [take) would
say it,

Ma. Ewi-,o: Why not put all the land
resumption items under one heading?7

Ma. [BAKE : Yes;- why not give these
a heading to themselves? InI looking for
expenditure on land resumption, nobody
but a&Minister would think of looking for
this infornmation under the heading, of
"Additions and improvements to opened
railways." Of course the lDirector of
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Works knew where to look for them, be-
cause he was omniscient.

Tim PnzmsaR: The information had
been given in this form each year since
1896.

Mar. LEA KE: That was no reason why
members should continue to be hood-
winked ; and now that they had tripped
uip the Minister, they must insist on fuller
informantion being griven in the Estimates.
The accounts were absolutely misleading
for they kept back that information
which members were clearly entitled to
have.

Tim Patumun: The information was
gliven to useinbers once, in the annual
report.

Mla. LEA1{E: Yes; when squeezed out
of the Government they did gfive some
information; hut now that members had
got it, they did not know whether it was
accurate. Was there any other item hid-
den. under this heading, and which the
words did not imply or indicate?

THE DIRECTORf OF WORKS: If hoin.
members would turn to, the Loan Esti-
mates Of 1896-7, they would find in
column 7 a. statement sihorwing "Progress
anticipated to be made during the vcar
also "~Comipletion of the purchase of land
resumed for railway purposes at Perth
and other places.' This year, no par-
ticulars of land resumption were given,
because land was not being resumed this
year.

Mn. LEARn: The Minister could not en-
pecE hon. members to commit all those
things to memory.

MR. VOSPER: Under this item, cer-
tain amounts had been expended for pur-
chase of land, and there was nothing to
show, in the Estimates, that any land had
been purchased.

This PREMIER: Where did the hon.
memer think the Government got the
money for resuming all this land-out of
what vote?

MR. VOSPER: The coat of resuming,
land was here disguised under a totally
different heading, whereas it sh~ould be
put as a separate item.

TasE PREMIER: If more headings had
been put in when this form of estimates
-was prepared in 1896, it would have been
more convenient, no doubt; hut the Es-
timates, for this year were following in the
same style as those for the two previous

years. It was too late to make the alt era-
tion now, because the heading was not in
the form df the Estimates.

Ain, OLDHAM: When the Director of
Works admitted hie was not a walking en-
eyclupamdia, the 'Minitttrs best friend
would not accuse him of knowing any-
thing, even in a common-sense way, about
book-keeping.

MR. A. FoRaas'r: He understood book-
keepingy all rigyht.

A. OLDHIAM: It was to be hoped
that in the 12 months' grace which was tei
be given io, the Minister, he would be able
to improve his book-keeping, and be able
Lu invent some reasonable and~ intelligent
method of book-keeping, whereby the
uternbers of the House could be enabled
to undcrstLand what. was placed before
them.

'MR. 'MoRA-N: It could not be done, in
soniceases.

Ma. OLD HAM.%: It could not be done
in tile case of the meagre intelligence of
the hon. member. Was, it possible to
connect land resumption with this item?
He would now call. attention to another
matter. He had a copy of-

THE CnAinsuy: Had this Anything to
do with the i tem. bef ore the Comm ittee?7

)JR. OLDHAM:. It had not anything
particular to do with this item.

Tha CHARMAN: Then it would lie out
of order.

Mn. OLDHA-M It came under the
heading of "imnprovemnents to railways."

TAE CHIRMAN: But not under this
ite m.

Mn. OLOHAM,%: No; he did not think
it was an improvement to a railway, but
rather a disadvantage to a railway. How-
ever, he would deal with the matter later
on.

MR. MNORAN: It -was desirable that
the form of presenting the Estimates
should state the information more
plainly. Members did not believe in
wasting their precious time looking up
particulars of these matters in the annual
reports; and, having A Minister to give
information, some use should be made of
hima, and thereby spare any strain on the
intelligence of members. Was this land
resumed before or after a railway was
opened?

THE DIRECTOR OF WORKS: After,
csflainly. The item said, "opened rail.
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ways." He was not responsible, in this
instance, for the framing, of the schedule
of the Loan Act, and under that schedule
the item was "additions and improve-
meents to opened railways;" therefore
these Estimates for each year showed, in
that continuing form, the works on which
the money was expended. There was no
land resumption provided for in this
year's Estimates, except for a very small
amount.

MR. Ewmrn: What had been done with
the £e47,000?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUB3LIC
WORKS: Half of that amount had been
expended as he had already explained,
and £13,000 had been expended in re-
laying the Yilgarn line with heavier rails;
also about £7,000 expended in connec-
tion with the building of a reservoir at
Chidlosv's Well, be-sides other works to
improve the reservoir. Various other
works were going on in the construction
of sidings and additions on the South
Western railway, for accommodating the
timber mill;, and some of the stations
were being moved from the present posi-
tions aad placed so as to serve the set-
tlers, while also being of use to the timber
mills. All land resumptions, in connec-
tion with new lines were provided for in
the item for each particular line, and the
railway construction included an amount
sufficienti for any land resumption.

MR. MORA1Y: It would be better to have
land resumption under a separate head-
iiig.

THE DIRECTOR OF WORKS: Yes;
that would be better, and the present
method rather put him in a false position
in having to explain this item.

Mn. lLLlNowoamH: The separate head-
ing ought to have been in the loan sche-
dule of 1896.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Yes; it ought to have been put
in then.

Ma. OLDHAM: Would this item of
C47,5417 Is. liquidate all present liabili-
ties in onnection with works already
done?7

THE DIRECTOR OF WORKS: Yes.
Item passed.
Item, railway workshops, £20,176:
MR. DOHERTY: Where were these

workshops 7

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. memiber could hardly be serious
for he knew that the shops were to lie con-
structed at Midland Junction.

Item passed.
Item, Rolling Stock, £180,979 I.5s.

Id.:
Ma. ILLINGWORITHl: The Estimates

showed that provision. was mafide, last year
for the expenditure on rolling stock of
£300,000 ; that the actual expenditure
had been £561,498 7s. 9d. ; and, in the
face of that extra expenditure of over
£261,000, it was now proposed to spend
£ 180,970 for the comning year. This de-
partment required a good deal of watch-
ing. While we must have rolling stock,
Q line must be drawn somewhere, and the
time had arrived when the purchase of
fresh rolling stock should be prevented.
All the railway systems of the eastern
colonies bad suffered severely by the tre-
nmendous waste resulting from the over-
stocking of this particular department ol
the railways. Hiowever, as, practically all
the money bad been spent, it was useless
to alter this particular item ; neverthe2
less, it should be understood by Parin,
mneat that sufficient rolling stock had
been provided for some years to come,
and that there was to be no increase of
this vote. Surely the department had
any quantity of rolling stock for the work
to be performed.

THE DIRECTOR OF WORKS: Not
only would the wbole of this vote be ex-
pended, but he was confident that the
House would yet be asked for more mouey
for rolling stock, which was not a dis-
couraging statement, because the neces-
sity for an increase in this item was evi-
dence of the prosperity of the railways,
provided the stock could be profitably
used. He would not be a party to Order-
ing rolling stock unless it was absolutely
necessary. He was keeping a tight hand
on this expenditure, The development of
the Collie coalfield must result in the
employment of a very large proportion of
the trucks in hand, and, if there, was a
proportionat e development in the timber
and other industries of the colony, more
money would be required. He thanked
the hon. member (Mr. Illingworth) for his
suggestions. There was. every necessity
for care wvith regard to this item, for it
was possible to err by ordering too



Loan Estimates:z [25 OCTOBER, 1898.] Fremnantle Harbour. 2613

much; but more stock would no doubt be
required.

,MR. kLUNaWORTn: Let us hope business
would warrant it.

Item passed.
Other items agreed to, and the vote

passed.
Harbour and River Improvements,

£259,669 12aL 10a.:
Item, Fremantle Harbour Works (in-

cluding cable to kotfiaest), £100,000:
IR. HIGrHAM: It was regretable that

a much larger amount had not been
provided for expenditure this year. Muu-a
good would be done if the approaches to
the harbour were made easier, by dredg-
ing, than at present. More points and
other conveniences should be provided for
the railway traffic on the wharves already
constricted. The Fremantle Chamber of
Commerce had asked for thewe points, but,
so far, without result. The proper light-
ing of the wharves required attention.
Passengers at night had to stumble across
the wharves among cargo and trucks, and
through defective approaches, at the risk
of life and limb, dodging moving locomo-
tives. Apparently it was impossible to
persuade the Minister to Erect three or
fourarclaanpson the wharves. The har-
bour works were under the control of two
or three different departments-the Har-
bour Works Department, under the Engi-
neer-in-Chief, the Railway Department,
under the Minister for Railways, and the
Customis Department, under the Pre-
mier; and the public could get no satis-
faction from any of them. It was time
these departments reatlised that they were
the servants of the public, and that, in
all matters affecting public interests, it
was their duty to work for the public
good. Without posing as an alarmist, he
must point out that the cable to Rottuest
.should be procured and laid at the ear-
liest possible moment.

Mn. MORAN : In case of wvar
3Mn. RIG-HAM : Yes, and for the safety

of the shipping.
THE DhIRECTrOR OF WORKS: Of this

item, £ 71,639 would be unexpended at
the end of the year; therefore there
would be some, money to carry on works
next year. With regard to the hon. mem-
beesa expression of regret that no more
than £100,000 had been provided, it
should be recollected that a great deal of

the very heavy work had been completed;
and this sum was considered sufficient to
carry on the remaining works with all ne-
cessary despatch, It was expected that
the new dredges and barges now under
order would come to hand during the early
part of the year; and, towards the close
o! the financial year, much good wvork
ought to be accomplished by these ves-
sels; consequently the expenditure would
be increased during the last two or three
months of the financial year. The hon.
member must not forget that this work
was incomplete, and that it was only to
satisfy the demands of the shipping in-
terests, and to provide for their conveni-
ence, that ships were now permitted to
enter the river at all, notwithstanding the
incomplete state of the works; therefore,
if there were shortcomings and inconveni-
ences, shippers and other residents of
Fremantle interested should make due al-
lowance for the difficulties in the way, and
for the incomplete state of the wharves.
The matter of lighting was being at-
tended to as quickly as possible, but ;c
would take somve little time to get the
work put ini hand.

MnR. SOLjOMON: Had the sheds been
taken into consideration in this vote7

Shipping people at Fremantle had re-
quested the Governmeont to erect sheds at
once, so that goods could be sheltered and
properly cared for, thus facilitating the
despatch. of vessels. Had anything been
done in this regard?

Tim DIRECTOR OF WORKS: The
matter was still under consideration, and
would be attended to as soon as possible.
There was some discussion now in pro-
gress with the Chamber of Commerce with
regard to it.

Mn. HIC-HAM: In vulgar phrase, the
ship was being spoilt for the want of a
pennyworth of ta. The whole scheme
was being retarded by the lack of atten-
tion to minor details. The question of
erecting sheds was being considered 18
months ago. Why should the wharf ar-
rangements be allowed to be so incon-
venient for the want of a few thousand
poundsl

TnT DIRECTOR OF WORKS: If the sheds
were now in existence, they could not be
used-

Mn. HIGHA: Why not? There would
be no satisfaction amongst ship-owners
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and consignees until there was proper ac-
coimodation. He believed that planis
for the sheds were in existence.

Mit. OLIHM: No doubt hon. iueni-
bers for the various Fremantle eonstit-
amitcies would be highly gr-atified by the
replies just given to their questions by
the Director of Public Works.

Tirs PREIER: No doubt the hon. flltai-

her himself was gratified.
Ma. OLDHAMI said he was, and he

would try to Imirv it. Every lion. Lucm-
her looked upon the Fremantle harbour
works as a national undertaking, neces-
v.ary not only lor Fretualnclet but for the
satisfactory development of the cornmnerce
of the colony. If we could accommodate
people who brought goods here, it was
incmbent upon the Government to do so.
As the imember for Fremantle (21r. ig-
ham) said, the want of despatch on the
part of the Government with regard to
these works was sickening.

Thx DmEca'on or WVoas-: The hon.
member previously grumbled about our
going too, fast.

Ra. OLDHA1 f. Not at the Govern-
ment going too fast, but at the way in
whiich they were absolutely throwing~ the
money into the river. They had hctter
throw it into the sheds than into the
river. He had seen at Fremantle offices
replete wvith every modern convenience-
not offices, but drawring-rooms. There
seemed to have been sufficient muoney
F~pent in the offices in relation to the con-
struction of these harbour works to have
built a receiving shed 250 yards long.

A MfEmBE: 'There was a carpet which
Cost 100 guineas.
Ma. OLDHAM: It was desirable to

drawv attention to the extravagant mne-
thods pursued by the officersc controlled
lbr flit Director ot PublIic Works, -his.
MAinister seemied to have no concept ion o1f
economy, and no, idea that it wats wuore
desirable to expend the money upon
works which would be reproductive than
upon superfluities.. What was the good
of building an office costing C2,000 or
X3,000 for works of this description,? He
had known works carried out in the old
country, notably the 'Manchiester Ship
Canal, which cost considerably more
money than this work the Minister was
undertaking, and all thie draftsmnan. hip

was done in an office about 30 feet by
*60 feet.

Ma. MoNIORANS: Oh, no.
*11a. OLURAM0: The work was carried
out in an office much smaller than tin
Fremoantle building. He also wanted t(
point out another extravagance, this hem1vo
in relation to harbours and rivers im
rroveinents. The country was perfectI3
willing to expend as much money as wam
necessary upon the improvement of thn

Iharbour at Fremantle, but he sincerelj
hoped the Government would not tbroui
the money away into, the river. He sax'
one of the most remarkable spectacles hii
ever witnessed in his life when he was ai
F~remnantle. They had an ordinary bar
boair dredge scooping stuff up from th(
bottom of the river and delivering it int(
a barge, and strange to say, they had oi
this barge men with shovels throwing il
hack into the river again. That was at
abs~olute fact, though it might seem aw
fully strange.

Ti PREmiERL: Was it the same place
Ma. OLD-HAM : Exactly the same place

How long would the House stand this
The Mfimster was responsible for it.

Mn. HOLMIES: The explanation of thi
Minister was not satisfactory to him
The Minister had stated that ships ha(
been allowed to go there as a, matter o
convenience. he thought the Govern
inent should assist the shipping in ever)

Iway possible. We had an electric light
ing plant at Fremantle in close proximit2
to the wharf, yet in spite of all attempt:
to force the hands of the Government
the wharf was left in a state of absolut4
darkrness at night. There was a mile o
wharf constructed at Fremantle, and no
a light of any description was placed oi
it. A German mail steamer came in a
nine o'clock at night, and the harbour wit:
lit up, as was also the boat; but the frtt2
was in darkness, and passengers fell ove
railway lines, trucks, and timber throwv
about the jetty in all directions. If then,
were an election to-morrow, the Freiantl,
people would return an Oppositionist.

Tonr 1PasIExa: Then they would not bi
very grateful.

Itemn passed.
Item, Fremantle dock and slip, £7,000.
MnI. SOLOMON asked what class o

vessel could be accommodated, an(

-ASSEMBLY.] Prewantle Barbour.
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whether it would really be of use at all
for a vessel of any sizeI

Ma. HIGHAM: Would the Director of
Works say whether he had received axny
reports on this slip, and whether it was
possible to put one of our dredges on it
as at present constructed? As far as
he (Mr. Higham) knew, the slip had been
completed for the last three or four
months, and yet, notwithstanding the
fact that every dredge we had in Fre-
mantle at the present time needed to go
on this slip, we saw week after week,
and month after month, that the slip was
not utilised. He would Like to, have
some explanation. If there were some
defects or omissions on the part of of-
ficers, it was about time the House knew
something of them.

THEa DIRECTOR OF WORKS: All1 the
information the hon. member asked for
on this matter was, he thought, given a
few weeks ago. The slip was of a tem-
pc-rary character, and it would certainly
answer our purposes for some time. Up
to the end of June it cost £14,751. There
was some machinery to, be added to it,
and a, great portion of the machinery
could be utilised eventually in connection
with the principal dock and Slip. He
had asked for a report to be made upon
the subject; but it was only about a fort-
night ago that questions were put rela-
tive, to the subject, and in the meantime
the depairtment had a great deal of work
to do in relation to other matters. He
was looking into the subject, and if there
was anything to be said about it later on
he would be glad to answer any ques-
tiona

A Meunnis: When did the Minister in-
tend to use iT

Tux DIRECTOR 0OF PUBLIC
WORKS: As soom as it was ready. The
report of the 28th July said the work was
wvell advanced, and the hauling inaehin-
ery was ready for working. It was then
thought that the slip would be ready in
from six to eight weeks.

Af-R LEAI{E: The Director cf Work-
he understood, said this temporary slip
had most £915,000.

his-B lTRnro OF WORKS: It would
save itsi coat two or three times over.

MR. LEAKE: The Mfinister evidently
did not think it would hold one of the
Government's big dredgre.

Tas PnnaaaH: That was the intention.
Ma.- LEAiKE: It would not carry out

that object. £14,750 had been spent
on it up to 30th June, and another
£7,000 was voted this year, making
£21,000.

Tas DIRECOR OF Woaws: The L7,00O
was noit going to be expended only On
that. There were other items.

'MR. LEAKE: Here we were with an-
other misleading heading, "Fremantle
dock and slip." Nobody in the wildest
dreams, expected there, was going to, be
anything spent on the dock. Would the
Minister kindly take members into his
confidence again, and say by what pro-
cess of account-keeping he. included in
this item something foreign to what was,
indicated by the heading? The mem-
bers for Fremantle would find themselves
cither without aL slip or else possessed of
a slip which was of no use at all.

Trs PRunnsn: Oh, no.
Tim DIRECTOR OF WORKS:- A por-

tion of the £7,000 provided here was to
complete this temporary slip. Provision
was always made, for contingencien if
the amount was not required it would not
he spent. There might be some other
contingency in connection with the dock
itself, consequently provision was here
made.

Ma. LEAKE:- The Minister bhad mis-
led hini self and not the House on this
occasion. Ile understood the Minister
to say there were itemsi included in the
£7,000 which were in no way connected
with the dock and slip.

Tim DIRECTOR OF WORKS: No; that
was, not so.

MR. HOLMHES: Was it at fact that
there had been three distinct officers con-
cerned in the construction of the dock and
slip, and not one of them would accept
any responsibility in connection with it?
That was how the thing was huing up at
present. The slip was: completed as far
as construction was conerned, but none
of these officers would accept any respon-
sibility.

Tim Pasuwni: The hon. member pro-
Tesed toy know all about it, and. he had
better explain.

MR. WILSON - The slip was corn-
mnenced two years ago.

Tiam DIRECTR OF WORKS: No0; it Was
commenced last November.

loan Estimates. [25 OCTOBER, 1898.]
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should be facilities for repairing the lax-
gfest vesiels here, so that they might nut
have to gro to other colonies. Surely the
Fremantle members had done no harm lby
calling attention to these matters. Moce
fuss had been made by the member for
Goolgardie than by them. If he (Mir.
Solomon) saw anything going wrong, or
requiring the attention of the tavern.
meat, he would always do his best to have
it rectified.

11R. WILSON took exception to the
Premier's remarks. The right hon. gen-
tlemian had no right to say the com-
plaints originated in the inventive minds
of mnembhers opposite.

Tim PmniEa said he did not say "op-
posite." He referred to all hoe. member?
who were complaining in respect of U?'i
umter.

Ma. WILSON: It was a well known
fact that the slip ought to, have been
finished some months ago. It had been
Iud that the slip would not work.

TuE PRmEIE said he had never foundl
taLat Cut.

MaR WILSON challenged the Director
ef Wr-i , to answer him.

ThE DIREToR OF WORiKS: The hon.
member knew there was no proof of that
statement.

Ma. WILSON: Unless the slip had re-
quired rebuilding, all this money would
never ha-rve been spent on it.

MR. LEAKE: What might happen was
that som day the Director of Works
would require to raise one of those heavy
dredges to the top of this slip. Then the
iprolblem would be to, get it down, and
that would be done by pulling a string, or
someth~ing of that kind ; but all were well
aware that the officers of the Works De-
lartment invariably pulled the wrong
string- at the wrong time. As soon as
they pulled the string, this heavy boat
would slide off the slip.

Tims DiREcroit or WORKS: That was
what it was intended to do.

Ma. LEAXE: Up to that point the
'Minister was right; bitt he had not cal-
c-ulated (in the impetus which the boat
Would bave when it got off the slip.

Tim PREMIER: It would be let down
steadily.

Ma. LEAKE: It would either bump
against the mole on the opposite side of

the waterway, or would squash some in-
coming steamer.

TuEs PREMIER:- The boat would be held
back by a chain or drag.

MR. LE&KE: There was nothing
in the Works Department strong enough
to hold it.

THE FRamERu: If it could be pulled up,
surely it could be let down.

Ma. LEA KE: The explanation he had
just given, though not rendered in scien-
tific terms, was a correct statement of the
position, as would be found if the Engi-
neer-in-Chief were interrogated on f0':
subject. This was the resi oll-evti n
which was taken to the slip, in regard not
only to its, construction, but to its site;
for whilst the ship or boat was being got
into the cradle preparatory to, hauling it
up, the entrance to the harbour would be
blocked.

Ma. OLDHAM: The position in re-
spect. to this item was the same as that
ink regard to a previous item, "improve-
nient& to existing- railways." The depart-
ment had no right to couple these two
itemns, the dock and slip, in one.

MR. M1OROANS: The total amount was
only 17,000.

MRt. OLDIJAMt: No statute could com-
pel the coupling of these items.

'NJ@ PREMIER: The statute provided for
!their being put together in the Estimates.

MR. OLDIIAM:f The slip had no con-
nection with the dock.

THEo Panunt: It had. Let the hon.
member read the Loan Act of 1896.

Ma. OLT)HAM: Then the Committee
should have been shown how much money
had been expended on the permanent
dock as distinguished from the temporary
Flip. The; Director of Public Works ad-
wuitted that the latter was a. temporary
work.

THE PRnuxa: The hon. member evi-
dently wanted some water at Subiaco.

MR. OLsDHAM: Undoubtedly; and it
would have paid the country better tc
have expended t,000 idl water at
Subinco, rather than upon this, work,
which so far was absolutely useless for
t6h purinie intended. The members for
Fremantle would have been failing in
their duty had they not pointed nut that
the money expended tip to date had not
been usefully expended. Henmust take ex.
ceptionalsotothe remarks, of the memhbez
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for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans). The bon.
member intended to convey that any hon.
memiber who hod received an expenditure
of public money in the district he repre-
sented was bound in duty not to cavil at
ainy item on the Estimates, but to loyally
support the Governmnt. This appeared
to be advocating the policy of "spoils to
th- victors." The country would not
stand that ; at any rate, the constituents
represented by the advanced portion of
the community wvould not stand it.

Mn. A. FoRaxsr: What portion was
that?

MR. OLDUAM:l Not the portion repre-
sented by the hon. member. From what
tn25 member for Coolgardie had said, the
reasons given showed why that member
went to sit on the Government side of the
Rouse. It was well known to shipping
people at Fremantle that the slip which
hao been constructed would not serve the
purpose for which it had been built. It
wa,3 altogvether defective in construction;
or, if not, why had it not been used before
now? The Director of Works should take
the Committee into his confidence and ay
that the slip required some alterations
before it could be used. If the Director
would say that within three months the
slip would be put in a condition so that
it could take up an intercolonial steamer,
inrtead of vessels being sent to the eastern
colonies to be repatired, then he would
serve the best interests of Fremantle.

Ma. DOHE RTY: This criticism in re-
ference to the itemn of £7,000 was un-
friendly. If this money had to be ex-
pended in the constituencies represented

b-some hon. members who bad spoken,
they would not have made any complain 't.
He was informed by one of the engineers
who had. been employed on the work that
the slip would give a great deal of satis-
faction. Whether it would give satisfac-
tion or not remained to be seen, and in a
fewv months time this would be proved.
It the Government had mode a. mistake,
then after that had been. found out would
be timie to criticise the Government about
it'.

Mn. ILLINGWORTH:- When the
V7,000 had been expended, did the Direc-
tor of Works anticipate that the slip
would be in a condition to acommnodate
large, vessels such as ones of the Govern-
ment dredges?

TunE DIRECTOR OF WORKS said he
had no hesitation in saying it would.
There was. no report before the Corn-
iittee that the slip was imperfect. He
had endeavoured to show the Committee
that the slip was in good order, and suit-
able for the purpose for which it had been
constructed.

Item paissed.
Item, Bunbury Breakwater, completion

or, £30,000:
MAR ILLINGWORTH: Would this

amount complete the Bunbury break-
water 7

hm DIRECTOR OF WORKS: It woihd
not complete the breakwater, but it would
complete the work beyond the length it
wa4 at first ?ntended to take it. The Gov-
ernment. had done more work for the
money than was expected would result
from the vote previously authorised.

Item passed.
Item, Carnarvon jetty, £16,000:
My- A_ FORREST: Was it contem-

plated to repair the old wharf at Caruar-
von I Would it not be better to devote
the money, with a further sum added, to
connect the jetty with the town of Car-
narvon 7 The present Carnarvon jetty
,ti as completely rotten. It was built only
to carry piles, and the old structure wva-
not suitable for shipping purposes. It
wcuild cost £4,000 to repair. If the new
jetty was connected with the town of Car-
natrvon, it would satisfy the people of the
difstrict.

ThsE DIRECTOR OF WORKS: The
Governineni had no, intention of repair-
ing the old jetty. The new jetty had
been sufficiently completed to. enable
shipping to take in stock, as was evidenced
by the recent shipment of 4,600 sheep in
the course of a few hours, at Carnarvon.
When a deputation waited on the Govern-
ment some time ago regarding this mat-
ter, it wasi then definitely stated that the
jetty was, constructed for the purpose of
shipping stock, and this appeared to be
agreeable to the deputation. The desire
was expressed that the new jetty should
be connected with the town. A survey
aind an estimate were made, and it was
found the cost would he £6,000. The
Government were not now prepared to
carry out this work of connecting the
jetty with the town. The matter had
been taken into consideration, and the
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work would be dealt with next year if
the finances allowed. The Government
wanted to carry this work out, and the
amount was at first placed on the Esti-
mates; but it was found that the Gov-
ernment could not afford to expend the
money.

MR. A. FORREST: If a, good road were
made, that might suit for the present.
Steamers took in stock from the jetty,
and then had to move a, mile out to take
in cargo.

Thn Paamnni: Could not wool be ship
ppil from the jettyI

MR. A. FORREST: It had to be light.
ered. If some money were spent. on the
road, that might meet the wishes of the
people for the time being. If

Item passed.
Item, Dredges and barges, £,65,000:
MR. IIINGWORTU asked where

these dredges and barges were intended
to work?

Tas@ Pumas: They were for Fre-
mantle.

Tns DIRECTOR OF WORKS: There
were two barges, sad eight hopper bar-
ges, under contract to be completed with-
in a year, and the dredges were for the
purpose of completing the harbour works
at Fremantle.

Ma. LEAKE: Were the dredges cap
able of rubble work?

Tn DussoR op Wos:. Yet.
Mn. LEAKE: Could the Director give

any idea of the cost of the work at South
Perth, how much. over £1 per yard?

Tms Datcron or Waris:- The cost
was 2s. per yard.

Mn. HOLMES: About twelve months
ago the Engineer-in-Chief was floating
about in London, boasting that he had
the disposal of orders to the extent of
one million pounds for Western Austin.-
ia. H~e cabled to the Assistant En-

gineer-in-Chief, Mr. McDonald, "If I pur-
chase two dredges, can you complete the
second section of the Fremantle harbour
works by a, certain dateV To that he re-
ceived a reply, "I can complete the sec-
tion with the dredges I have." But by
the time the reply cable reachad London,
the dredges had been purchased.

Tnm Dxncrrou or Wars: ThIla was un-
true.

TaB PRamun: The dredges wvere not
ordered until months and months after.

Mn.L HOLMES said he was giving the
facts as he got them.

Ma. CoaNoa: From whom did the hon.
member get the "facts 7"

Mt. HOLMES:. Frem a. gentleman who
was in London at the time.

Mn. CoNn: Was the hon. member in
order in making statements of the kind,
without verifying themI

Tas CHAanoan: It rested with the hen..
member himself.

Ma. HOLMES : The services of the As-
sistant Engineer-in-Chief had been die-
pensed with, and £800 a year thus saved;
but the country had been committed to
an expenditure of 165,000 for dredges
which could be done without. Some a-
planation ought to, be given.

Tim DIRECTOR OF WORKS: Tele-
grrams1 did paiss between the two officers
namedl. This mnatter as to the dredges
was settled during the Premier's visit to
London, and the En~gineer-in-Chief did
not purchase the dredges without con-
suiting ths Piexnier. Jndee4the dredges
were not ordered until after the Pre-
mier came back to this colony.

MR. HoiBs: Did the Engineer-in-
Chief consult the officer in chargeI

TE DIRECTOR OF WORKS: He did
in regard to two other dredges. Fout
dredges were ordered, two of which, when
the telegram wasa sent, were discovered
not to, be required, and the orders were
not completed. Two, dredges were sug-
gested and not ordered, but two other
dredges were ordered.

Thu PREMIER: The member for East
Fremantle seemed to have got hold of a
cock-and-bull story, and it was as wel.
some light should be thrown on it. While
he (the Premier) was in London, he au-
thorised the purchase of two dredges an"'
barges, leaving the Agent General to orde:-
them A a. cost of £65,000. By som'
misunderstanding between the Agrent
Gcn,.ral and the engineering agents,
M1essrs. Coombe and Son, the order was
not executed; and after his (the Pre-
mier's) return to the colony, a. cable came
out asking whether the order should >.)
given. Then for the first time the EL-
gineer-in-Chief and himself found that
the order, which they thought to be in
hand, had not been, executed, and that
was several months after the purchase-
of the dredges and barges had been Au-
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thorised. But for that delay, the dred-
ges would have been here now. As to
the million pounds of orders which the
member for East Fremantle referred to,
he (the Premier) had none to give to any-
body while he was in London.

Item passed.
Other items agreed to, and the voe

passed.
. Water supply and sewerage iv tomns

je29,000:
Sewerage for Perth and Fremantle,

£12,000:
. Ma. OLDHAM asked whether this was

tho balance of the money due to the City
Council in respect to the sewverageI

Tire DIRECTOR OF WORKS: This
was the balance of £10,000 due to the
city. The city had had £7,000 and
X3,000O; and £2,000 was required for
pumping.

MR. OLDHAM: That left a balance of
£500.

Tm DIRECTOR OF WORKS: No;
no' at all. There were £10,000 due to the
city, and £2,000 for the pumping.

Mar. OLDHAM: Was it contemplated
from this fund doing anything for the
suburbs?

TmE DIRECTOR OF WORKS: No;
the money was all allocated in Perth.

THE PREMIER: The board would at-
tend to the suburbs, with the £50,000.

MR. OLDHAM: Then it was intended
to do something for the suburbs?

THE PREMIER.: It was to be hoped
so. Ho would use his influence in that
direction.

MR. MORANr said he was pleased to
heavr the Premier make that promise. One

Of the best ways to get population was to
attend to the water supply of the towns,
especially Perth and its leading suburb
of Subiaoo.

Item passed.
Other items agreed to, and vote passed.
Coolgardie Water Supply, ze220,000:
Item, main pipes (including valves,

etc.) at Fremantle, £80,000:
11R. MORAN: Was Me wording of thiE

item not rather misleading?
THE PREMIER: It was the wording of

the statute, and could not be altered.
Item passed.
Item, Reservoirs, £80,000:
MR. MORAN: Where, would these re-

servoirs beI

THE DIRECTOR OF Wonxsm: Mainly in
connection with the main reservoir.

MR. MORAN: Ther~nothing had been
done as to a receiving reservoir at the
other end?

Tne DIRECTOR or WORKS: Not yet.
MR. MORAN: Had the Mount Burges

scheme been abandoined? People in-
terested would like to see the matter
Settled as quickly as possible.

THE PREMIER: That matter had not
been settled yet.

MR. MORAN: People were also
anxious to know whether Kalgoorlie would
get "n equal water supply with Cool-
gardie. Kanowna. in time might not re-
quire as. much water as at present, but
Kalgoorlie would want a permanent and
much larger supuily. It was well that
nothing had been decided definitely as to
the receiving reservoir at the other end,
because there the conditions were some-
what shifting.

Ma. OLDHAM: Relative to the con-
struction of the weir at Mundaring, he
understood it was intended to construct
the face of the weir in masonry.

THE DIRECTOR OP WORKS: In. properly
squared blocks.

MR. OLDHAM: Unless a suitable
stone for the work was obtained, it would
cost an enormous amount of money. S.o
far as he had seen, the granite was not a
bit suitable for this class of work. He
was told there was a stone obtainable.

Tar DIRECTR OF WORKS: Yea, Stone
could be got at Kellerberin or at Parker's
Road.

Item passed.
Other items agreed to, and the vote

passed.
iDeelopmentof goldflelds and mineral

resource-. £,119,246 is. 9d.;
Tri DIRECTOR OF WORKS: In con-

formity withth statute, it was necessary
to mke slg~talteration in Cia item;

but this would nioE interfere with the
totals. He moved, as an amendment,
that the figures "40,249 12s. 5d." olp0o
site "eastern, goldfields? be struckout,anid
"£18,000" inserted in lieu thereof. The
total amount had been put in; hut there
were other districts which should also be
provided for, so that if the Government
put the whole amount on the eastern
goldfields, Rome difficulty would be ex-
perienced in dealing with other districts.
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He would move to insert "other districts,
£22,249 12s. 5d. later on.

Ma. MORAN: Would the whole of the
£18,000 be spent on the eastern gold-
fields I

Tire PREMIER: There would be a
balance of £22,249 12s. 5d. available
tinder the beading "other districts." The
£18,000 was a new allocation under the
reappropriation, to make up thieL4,249
12s. 5d.

Amendment put and passed, and con-
sequential amendments agreed to.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Roads and bridges, £8,000:
MR. LYAAL HIALL: Did the amount

include provision for the widening of
Beaufort street, railway bridge (Perth)?

THE DIRECTOR OF WORKS: It did not.
MIR. OLDHAM: What did the £8,000

provide for I
Tan DIRECTOR OF WORKS: It had re-

ference to the carrying out of northern
stock routes.

MR. HALL: When tbe Estimates vith
regard to railways were under discussion,
the Director of Works said there w-as no
provision made for the widening of Beau'
fort street bridge, Perft a8 (Mr. Hall)
concluded, on seeing the item for £8,000,
that it was intended to widen the bridge
in question, whereas it now appeared
there was nothing on the Estimates for
that purpose. The matter was a pre'-i tE
one, the bridgre being extremely narrow
and dangerous ; and if it was not widened
on the western side, a. Serious accident
might happen. The Perth council ccn-
sidered this matter, and it was unais,-
miously decided that the bridge should bea
widened on the western side. He trusted
the Minister would give early attention to
the subject, with a view of carrying cut
the wishes of the representatives' f Perth
in this House, and also the rept'se,,ta-
tives in the City Council.

,MR. OLDHAM: This bridge was not
at all suited to the requirements of the
continuous traffic in that portion of the
city. The amount of traffic over the
bridgoe was considerable, and the bridge
was extremely dangerous. He rather
fancied that, instead of widening the
bridge on the western side, it was more
desirable to construct a skew bridge
which would carry the traffic direct from

Barrack street, to Beaufort street. With
a hit of engineering, that difficulty could
be surmounted, and a Skew bridge would
suit all the requirements of traffic in
that direction.

Ma. QTJINLAN: The Minister would
not, he hoped, take any notice at all of
what the City Council recommended in
this matter. The Minister would do bet-
ter to be guided by his officers. Anyone
well acquainted with the city would be of
opinion that, w'hen the bridge was
widened, it should be widened on the eas-
tern side.

MR. HALL: The observations of the
last speaker were surprising. The hon.
member 'was not always in accord wid,
the City Council, and apparently congra-
tulated himself on not being one of "the
gang;" but any stranger viewing that
bridge would at once come to the conclu-
Sion that it should be widened, and
widened by means of a "skew" construc-
tion on the western side. Before bu,
a serious accident would undoubtedly
happen there; and, if the work were not
done, the Government would ultimately
have to buy up land immediately facing-
the bridge, where Dr. McfWilliamis's house
now stood. The Government, alwvays had
to pay an exorbitant price for land,

Tm PRamimna: Why could not the City
Council pay for it?

MR. HALL: The council would not do
it. The Government would have to buy
the land to prevent a serious accident.
There was a very sharp turn beyond the
crossing 

-Thn PREMIER: The council would put
it right.

MR. HALL: NO; the Government
must put it right. It was not clear why
the bridge was ever placed in such a posi-
tion. Whoever was responsible had been
short-ighited.

Tan PREMrIER: It was the direct routp
to Barrack-street.

MR. HIGHAMf: Why had not provision
been made for a permanent bridge be-
tween. Fremantle and Nofth Fremantle,
to take the place of the bridge of sticks
which hrowr existed? The temporary'
bridge gave no. special accommodation
for foot passengers, and was barely suffi-
cient for vehicular traffic.

Thn PREwMR: There was aisri the big
bridge.
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MR. HIGRAM: What provision would
hp made for a permanent bridge?

TuE DIRECTOR OF WORKS: No
arrangements for the new bridge had been
made, as the present structure should
serve the requirements of the locality for
some time to come.

MR. OLDHAM: Surely thato wAs not
the final answer of the Minister.

Tax DIRECTOR OF WORKS: There
was no prospect of carrying out that
work during this financial year. v.~signs
were in course of preparation, and the
question of how the bridge would be
erected would be considered when the
designs were, complete.

MR. OLDHAM: That was very good
with regard to the Fremantle Bridge;
but in matters affecting the traffic of
Perth, the members of the City Council
had a. right to be considered, as they had
a- knowledge of local requirements.

THE PREMIER: Why did they not find
the money? The traffic wa not yet con-
gested on the Beaufort-street Bridge, so
far as he had observed.

MR. WILSON said he had been jammed
up there.

Thun PREMIER: The bridge would
serve very well for some considerable
time. Th e lion. memniter (Mr. Oldham)
abused the Government for spending
money, and then asked them to spend
more.

Ma. OLjDHAM: This was a. question
affecting the lives -and limbs of the travel-
ling public. The opinion of the City
Council on this question was unanimous,
barring one member.

MR. MORAN: 'Two to one, bar one."
MR. OLDHAM: They agreed that the

bridgqe should be constructed so as to,
deliver the- traffic direct from Bleaufort-
street into Barrack-street. Surely it re-
quired no knowledge of engineering to
perceive that such was the proper route.

MR. HALL endorsed the remarks just
made. As this matter affected, the traffic
of the city, the City Council should be
consulted thereon; -ad the design, when
completed, should be submitted o, the
council for approval, if only as a matter
of courtesy to that body.

MR. MORAN: Was it suggested flint
thiis pronosed work should be in the
nature, of a, loan to the City Council?

MR. OLflHAM: No; it was suggested
that it should be done by the Government.

Ma. WILSON: And done in order to
complete their Perth railway station ap-
proaches.

Mit. DOHERaY: Let the City council do
it out of their new loan.

MR. MORAN: If Parliament had to find
the money, let Parliament decide where
the approach was to be built.

MR. OLDHAM: The requirements of
the people who would use the bridge must
be considered.

Vote put and passed.
Development (f Agricultusre, £,5,000:
MR. WILSON: Where was this sum to

be expendedI
Tiis DIRECTOR OF WORKS: Some

drainage works in the southern districts
would have to be constructed, under the
ecntrol of the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, and would be paid for out of this
vote.

Put and passed.
Immigration, £2,000:
MR. QUINLAN: This vote should be

abolished entirely. Members who said
"n"were not seized of the nature of the

expenditure in questiona He knew of a
girl who recently came to the country at
the expense of the Government, not to
stay here, but with the intention of soon
joining her friends in an eastern colony.
This was only one instance out of many.
Moreover, plenty of desirable servants,
both male, and female, could be procured
from the other colonies, without any ex-
pense whatever.

THE PREMIER: The Government did
not intend at the present time to import
any more girls from England. A system
of nominated immigration had for some
time been in force to a limited extent, and
some slight expense -bad been incurred in
respect of it; but he did not anticipate
that. much of this vote would be eaxpended
during the financial year. It had been
placed on the Estimates some time ago.

MR. LYALL HALL: Was it intended
to apportion any part of the vote in order
to assist men in this colony to bring over
their wives and families from the eastern
colonies?

SEVERAL MEMBERS: No.
Ma. HALL: That should be done.
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Mn. MORAN: What guarantee was there
that they would bring their own wives,
and not other peoples?

Mn. HALL:- The hon. member should
not judge other men's corn by his own
bushel. Many working men in the colony
would be only too happy to take advant-
age of such a provision.

Tiz PERzMHR: They ought to be able
to do it without such assistance.

MR. HALL: No; a man getting from
£8 to,£4 per week could not afford to pay
th* fares of his wife and family, after keep-
ing himself bore and sending money away
fo.r their support. Some system of help-
ing such men should be adopted, not by
paying absolutely for the passage of their
relatives, but by way of loans repayable
by weekly instalmenta This scheme
would put a atop to the remittance of
large sums of money to the other colo-
nies.

MR- OLDHRAM: It was to be hoped the
Government would consider this subject
more seriously than hion. members were
generall1y doing.

Tns Psanasan: Would not 30s, bring
on, passenger to Fremantle from Mel-
bourne, Sydney, or Adelaidel

MR. OLDHAM.L Men who were sending
their wages to the other colonies, for the
support of their wives and families, ought
to, be encouraged to bring their relatives
here.

ME. MORAN: There would then be some
solidity aboaut. the Opposition.

MR. OLDHAM: If any man desired to
bring his wife and family here-

Mn. MoNosa: He could do so.
MR. OLDHAM: The lion. member bad

never been in the position occupied by
some of the working men of this colony.
He knew of hundreds of men who, so far
as earning in this colony was concerned,
hiad never been able to afford sufficient to
bring their wives and familiesi over here.
If the Government could induce people
to bring their wives and families to this
country, it would be better for the colony
financially, and in every other way. In
the budget speech the Premier endea-
voured to make out that the coGuntry was
wealthy in its male population; but he
(?&- Oldham) affirned that the country
wai poverty-stricken in its male popula-
tion He would give an instance to show
that men were unable to bring their wives

and families to this country. He knew
a, man who had been working in thiF
colony for three years, his average wageE
amounting to £2 lbs. per week; and ii
cost that man £1 a week to live, while b(
religiously sent .£1 lbs. per week to hif
wi% - and family in the eastern colonies
and the £1 l5s, only kept his famil3
very frugally. This man bad not beer
able to save sufficient money to send foi
his wifet and seven children.

Mn. A. Fona1Sar: Send the man tc
him (Mr. Forrest), and he would give hurL
the passage money, if it was only to stop
the bon. member talking.

Mn. OLD-HAM said be would acoepi
the offer of the hon. member. Thui
£2,000 for immigration should be seei
aPart for the purpose of enabling mar
to bring their wives and families frony
the eastern colonies.

THE PREMIER: The Government hac
always been willing to -assist men t(
bring their families over here, if thi
men would only enter into a, bond to re
pay the money.

Ma. OLDHAM: That was certainlb
news to kimr (Mr. Oldhamn).

Ma. WILSON: Why did not the Gov
erment let the people know this?

Tint PIIEMIER: The men would no
give the bond. They wanted the wone:
as a gift.

Mn. OLD HAM: This £2,000 was re
quired for the purpose of bringing ove
here the wives and families of men whi
were working in this colony, and whi
could not afford to bring their families
but were desirous of doing so. If thi
£E2,000 were exoended in this direction
it would he niore bidneficial to the colon'
than expending the money in bringinj
,servant girls fromi Engtland. It was no
generally known that the Governmcn
were willing to assist men to, bringe thei
Families here.

Mn. LYALL HALL said he could gir
an instance of a, man who came to bini
(.Mr. Hall),a. short time ago, and wantei
to know whether the Government woulo
assist him to bring his children fron
New South Wales. He (Mr. Hall) sni
the Premier, who promised that he woulo
assist by granting free passages for thi
man to bring his family here. The Prc
mier referred him (Mr. Hall) to the Ur
der-Secretary, who flatly refused to carr,
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out the instruction, saying it was not the
practice of the department. He (Mr.
Hall) saw the Premier again, end the
Premier gave definite inatructions, with
the result that the man was told to in-
quire what the passage money would be.
This man's wife was dead, but he had
five children, and the lowest amount
which the shinning companies would take
to bring the five children was Z17. It
would take this man some time to earn
the £17, and in the meantime the man
was9 sending money to keep his family
in another colony. At last the Govern-
ment. gave the man power to get tickets
to bring his children here, on condition,
and -a proper condition, that the man
should gret somebody to sign a bond that,
in the event of his not repaying, the
money Would be assured to the Govern-
mient. As the man could not get anyone
to sign the bond, he (Mr. Hall) signed it
for him. As it had been the practice for
a long time to import girls from Great
Britain, the least we could do was to
assist the workers of this colony to bring
their wrives and families from other col-
onies. If the Government granted the
passage money, and a bond was signed
agreeing to pay the money by instal-
ments,, that would meet the circumstances
of the case. We now had the assurance
of the Premier, if an application were
made, this wats done. A man had only
to apply to the Government, sign a bond
that he would repay the money, and pas-
sages weuld be grautpd to him.

Vote put and passed.
Mis4'elianeous (including charges and

expenses of raising loans), £100,000-
agreed to.

The loan Estimates having been coma-
pleted, the resolutions passed in Comn-
mittee were reported, and the report was
adopted.

B1ANKIRUPTCY ACT A3tENDMENT BILL.
CLERICAL ERROR.

A message was received from the Legis-
lative Council, intimating that in the
Bankruptcy Act Amnendment Bill, an ap-
parent clerical error had been discovered,
clause 55 having been struck out, instead
of clause 51, as determined by the Legis-
lative Assembly and recorded in their
Votes and Proceedings.

Ths PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) moved tbhat a reply be sent to the
Legislative Council, assuring, them the in-
tention was to strike out clause 51i, and
asking their concurrence in the amend-
Ment.

Put and passed, and a, Message so,-
eordingly transmitted,

ANNUAL ESTIMTATES.
Resolutions passed in Committee of

Supply, granting supplies amounting to
£1,528,082 1s. -8d., in addition to
£750,000 already appropriated by sup-
ply Bills, were reported, and the report
was adopted.

IN COMITTEE OF WAYS AND] MEANS.

A resolution was passed, giving effect
to the votes of supply already agreed to,
by granting the required amount out of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

A-PPROPRIATION BILL.
Introduced by the PREMIER, and read a

first time.

MNARRIAGE ACT AMEND"MENT BILL.
SECOND READING.

Mn. SOLOMAON (South Fremantle) in
mioving the second reading, said: This
Bill conies from the other House, and its
object is to amend the Marriage Act of
1894 in such a way as to put members
of the Jewish faith en as nearly as pos-
sible the same, footing as other colonisits
under this law. Mfembers will notice
that the Bill concerns only one denomuina-
tion. There are certain sections of-the
Marriage Act which. Jews desire to collie
tinder, and there are others in relation to
which the Jews desire to remain as at
present. Jews and Quakers do not come
under the operation of the Act ; bunt, as
I have said, the latter denomination wish
to come under its provisions as far as
possible without interfering with their re-
ligious faith.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a, second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, aind
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.
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ADJOURNMENT.
THrE PREMIER moved that the House

at its rising do adjourn until 7.30 p.m.
to-morrow.

Put and passed.

PROROGATION ARRANOEY5IqTS.

Ta PREMIER: I should like to say,
for the information of hon. members,
that if the state of public business per-
mits it, we may be able to prorogue some
time on Thursday. We shall he.*e all
the evening to-morrow.

Ma. ILLINUWORTE:, You smy from 7.30.
TiE PREMIER: The Government have

very little business to-morrow, end I think
a. good many of these motions should not
take much time;- and I suppose, as re-
gards the most, important of them, that
of the member for Central Murchison (Mr.
llingworfhn), it is not his intention to pro-
ceed with that.

MR. LNeowouTH: Oh, yes, it is.
Tim PREMIER: It will take a month.

I certainly will take it as a vote of want
of confidence in the Government, if car-
ried. It is the most unconstitutional
motion, from a, member of the Opposi-
tion, I ever heard of,

The House adjourned at 11.13 p.m.
until 7.30 pum. the next day.

3ftuislatibt (SuunciI,
Wednsesday, 261h October, 18-98,

Question: public Works, Purchase of Materials
-Question : Auditor General's Report-
MAotion: Paris Exhibition, Representation
of Colony-Motion: Auditor General's Re-
port on P'urchase of Meterials--Bankuptcy
Act Amendment Bill, clerical error-Mumn-
cipal. Institutions Act Amendment Bill,
Legisative Assembly's Amendment -
Appropito Bibl, first and second read-
ing; Divisojn Committee-Mstropolltan
Waterworks Bill, No. 2, second read-
ing; Division on Amendment; progress
arrested-Companies Act.Amendment Bill,
Legislative Assembly's Amen dments-Ap-
propriation Bill, Legislative Council's Sug-
gestion further considered ; third ehn.
Adjournment. drsig

The PRESIDENT took the chair a'

7.30 cloc0k, P.M.

QUESTIO"N: P031,LIC WORKS, 110iR-
CHIFASE, OF MATERIALS8.

Hog. v H. G. PARSONS asked the, Col-
onial Secretary if it is a. fact that the
Auditor General has condemned the re-
peated action of the Public Works Depart-
ment in buying materials at higher prices
than those contracted for.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hion.
G4. Randell) replied that it was. quite
true that the Auditor General's duty had
compelled him om divers occasgions to
draw attention to this important matter.

QUESTION: AUDITOR GENERAL'S
REPORT.

HON. H. G. PARSONS asked the Col-
onial Secretary, if the Government will
la~y the Report of the Auditor General to
30th June, 1893, upon the table, of the
House before the Estimates are sub-
initted.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron.
G. Randell) replied: I will read the fol-
lowing answer from the Auditor General

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary,-As
you are doubtless aware, it is my duty to trans-
mit to Parliament (not the Government) the
statutory report asked for (vide clause 40 of the
64th Vict., No. 12) ; but unfortunately say elc-
lperience ha~s taught me that it is beyond the
bounds of possibility to carry out the require-
meats of the Act, owing to the volume of work
to be accomplished, unless the requisite time be

(COUNCII.] Auditor Generars Report.


